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As reflected In WFO letter to Ii?S dated 6-7-55 
and to Collector of Customs dated 6-9-55 (copies to dew York) 
lookout notices were placed with. IKS and ihe Collector of 
Customs on a nation-wide basis* new York is requested to 
notify *J?*o at such time in the future when the lookout 
notice with the Collector of Customs is no longer required 
so that necessary action may be taken no have same cancelled, 
as previously set forth in relet to INS* Eew York should 
withdraw lookout notice directly by letter to iHS when no 
longer desired. 
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INFOM-IaHTS 


Identity of 
Source 


Date of Activity 

and/or Description Date 

of Information deceived 


Agent to 
wnom 

Furnished 


rile dumber 
where 
Located 


p—p, 

n- M 9 




Unable to identify 6-*:0-5ij 
^ subject 


] Unable to identify 6-20-55 
subject 


bstant 
File 


Instant 

File 


bl b 

hlC 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed, and T symbols were utilized in the report only in 
those instances where the identities of the sources must be 
concealed. 

dSPhrihclCE 

fTew York letter to the Bureau dated 5-27-55* 
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Tickler 

SAC, Vew roHr ('sS-IciTSU; (ortg and one) July 2Q, 1955 

director, TUX (05-39911) 

czom&< • fAJ, 

& Pl-iJiSSS - * 

Is V/ memo £-£7-55. 
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^ w i“VW *•*»' WfWV b.'Vtf ► a riv 'ILtW ,/^tllQU | G vv^ #»»■ 

J<V;0» Jtftfr than ouch a# frcfi reyor-ted jaraefoualy 

In thl® frtoeatf'rfloft* ^ur pna Pilett OBt in n»? f*fV?flio na2 


information concerning t v -.. \ _ 

Is ttf internet in this miter* (61-7341-26-76) 

shir<:ait files con tain n nuah* r of reference® to 
individuals by the name of \ \ or uariatlona ihar 

none of which can he identifTeB later. the I I fc~fto 

fa cf interest in this miter o.i the hoe is of available 
desertpttun data* 

ureaa flic * as ntafn no tnforaction identtft'hle 
with tha l I referred to In this Raster* /eeorrinr 

t o a reaor t in lUbl /ran the iff ice of lYavzl IntelH, 


3«a* 


aL 


"1 who htui a Harriett c:a:ic : ier,T 


i ng 


dhTraf-o, Illinois* The rsport n 
inflation concerning either L 






who tea* deacMAecf as a sales eoseansSoe /or the .National 


^jTf . : ?ffisttilers Corporation* 


: T. 


(100-411076-1) 


JUi 2 - 


*v 


iiirroa files ref loot That ac cf Juno, 2JS0, 
I horn in 2cM, ms a menhir op *i ': Lodes 
(falifirnia), hv'Jdtns; certificate ::o* 


Tolson 
fioinfnu 
Nichols _ 
Bdmoat . 
Star bo_ 


Rosen. 


Tjetcmrvd ^ 
Tele. Roan. 


■X ub. 


9 .. „ -W -r ,, _ ^ _ _ ^i^OOlLjo f Z/ZCtft / 

(ncic.ited that sic hud Joined (entered) in June, ZJ43* A 
subsequent record, as of January, ZJ5C, indicated her 
suspension for deltnnuena,, in lament of dues* other chan 
such cs (Ias been reported previously in fMe investigation, 
mason. files air,tuin no addltlanaZ information concerning the 
_|c.fto le of interest in this matter* 

,'esulte of review ./ ! ure&w*fflec concstnfnl other 
individuals lie ted in Xeiz sork mem.jran^m of reference will 
be j ortsanstt upon com; It: ti on* , .*) G si 

^cc -/l - Lac Angeles (d£- , ji£4}J^Mf^i^i^i is)* 

«©/• ? - 'hmha fus-tfOJ) (information) * 
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SAC, NEWARK 


4f(l for V 

2 Vftl jl ftws 1 M ^T»1 

cc: 1 

cc;_ 

August 16, 1955 

b7C 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


POTENTIAL OBCOim INFORMANTS 



b7C 

b7D 


R« Newark 1st July 27, 1955. 

Bufiles have been checked concerning the captioned 
individuals and no identifiable Info rraatlon of a subversive 
type was located re I 1 

For the information of the N ewark and New York Of fices, 
however, the report of Special Isanti i Knoxville, 

dated July 15. 1955. re "George Sovali ilaplonaya - Ft," L^llcatea 
that one l I New fork City, was listed 

as a reference oy George Koval in the riles in the custody of the 
Atoole Energy Coasala alon. Oak Rld se, Tennessee. No other identifying 
data concerning this I l appaara and it is not known whether 

this person is identical with the indivi dual i n Newark's letter* It 
is noted, however, that during interview ! I stated that he left 
New fork City about 1951 to live permanently in aingvood, New Jersey, 
thus indicating that prior to 1951 the subject of Newark's letter 
resided in New fork city* b 

For the information of the Newark Office* George Koval is 
the subject of a current Espionage - R investigation, New fork 
Office of Origin. Koval formerly was employed at the Oak Ridge 
National laboratory. 


Before the Bureau will approve additional contacts with the 
above individuals as potential security informants, it is desired that 
the New fork Office attempt to ascertain whether or not the captioned 
individual Is Identical with the reference listed by George Koval* 

One copy of Newark's letter of July 2/, 1955, is enclosed for the 
information of the New fork , Office in ^ nduotirta this investigation. 


Newar k Should not interview! 
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investigation without specific Bureau authority* 
2 cc: New fork (with enclosure) 


concerning the Koval 
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»^cc:Bufile 65-62911); 
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BUI, Bsnt York (65-1*756) (Orlg & 1) 




August X, 1955 


I Boardman „ 
Nichols _ 
Belmont . 

Harbo_ 

-Mohr_ 

Parsons . 


Taram_ 

Sizoo_ 

Wimerrowd_ 

fele. Room_ 

loll omen_ 

~ J -y - 


Di«ctor, FBI (65-C&91X) 

a 

Qsanss KOVAL 
ESPXD8AG8 - A 


o«L Mr* K. 


m WC a»BO or 5-87-$$. 

— — , - - * f 

Buntu files reflect that as of June, 1950, Harry 

' s *Gursntel, born la 1889, and GoMi&Gj^htel, tern In X699« ww 
paid-i® Mahers of IUO Lodge 141 (California), holding certificates 
BO. 1802 and 1801, respectively. It «u indicated teat both bad 
Joined (entered) in April, 1930. 

( 61-7341-26-78) 

Ae eet forth In tee report of Sa I Id ated 

6-16-33 at St. Paul captioned "Persons Located St, Paul Office 
District, Geld Hoarding,” Harry Gurshtal, 928 4te Street, Sioux 
City, lava vaa Interviewed on 6-8-33. Gurshtel adaitted withdrawing 
$2,000 in gold coin in 1938 but clalawd he subsequently converted 

14 or 15 hundred dollars of the gold into gold certificatets which 
he surrendered in Key of 1933* He claimed that he had exchanged 
3 or 4 hundred dollars of tee gold to eustoners end surrendered 
$200 worth to tee hate on tee earning following the day he was 
interviewed, 

(81-21-11 pgs. 28-29), 

As eet forth In report Of S dl I da 

3-13-41 at Dee Moines captioned "Ccea tunlet Activities In Iowa, 

15 - a." l I Sioux City, Iowa, advised 



that although he did not know tee individual*# sane he had heard 
free others teat the operator of a clothing and haberdashery store 
at 988 4tb Street, Sioux City, was disseminating coaaunlstlc 
literature. According to the city directory the business was 
operated by Harry Gurshtel who resided at 928 4th Street with hie 
wife, Goldie. 



_This ease report reflected teat on 12-16-40 informant 

"la dvleed test Berry Gurshtel, proprietor of Barry's Square 
Deal Clothing Co., Sioux City, Iowa, vaa a Coasunist. 
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cc - 1 - Loo Angeles (6^^4) (Info) (0 
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cc - 1 - Oaaha (65-609) (Info) 
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The — po rt also set forth jnroraatlop obt ained Arm 
C onfidential tefat—nt f I sieux City) who, 

oa 12-7-40, stated tJiat Harry Ourehtel was a Coraauaiet and that he 
had seen Ourehtel at Co—nutnt —at Inna dm— tba time the Co—unlsts 
wrt bolding sutdaer m at tlngo la Riverside Park la tfaa *1—Id* 
section of 81o— City, Iowa. Among iadiriduala oh— the icforaant 
stated ha hod ao— attending Co—1st meetings soft had talked to 
personally —• Horry Ourehtel, $i8 4th Street, Proprietor of Horry** 
ftp— Pool Store, on— a—arses. 

(61-7137-30 pgs . 21,48) 

As sot forth In report of SaI l dated 10-17-42 

^ Pfff Hrt p e s. —oU— i ’atmeinn Mutual Aid Society, IQ - a% 

I I of the Mayfair Hotel In Sioux City, 

produced hi* record ixwk which disclosed that H. Cwrairtel, 926 
4th Street, Sioux Cily, had —da the arrange—ate for a faceting held 
at the hotel oa 10-26-41 toy the Hussion Mutual Aid Society. An 
article appearing in tba Sioux City Journal of 10-29-41 concerned a 
a—ting held at the ifayfatr Hotel by tba Basal— Mutual Aid Society 
at which General Vlciior a. Tahhostoff, fomer general in tba Casrlst 
Russian Any and later Secretary of war during the Kerensky regime, 
bed spoken. Berry Ourehtel w— reported — hewing been chair—n of 
tbi coonlttee %u cbti^ of inooitog tbi ma tt 

(61-7175-1X1) 


According to a aeeortnrtitin from the Chicago office dated 
5-28-42, Barry Ourehtel, Sioux CIV* Xo— was named In a st^pXnmctMy 
Hat of Co—let suspects furnished by the office of the Blnth Bevel 
District Beadguerteni, Chicago, HI., on 4-2-42. 

(100-97377-53) 

Ae eot forth In Bureau —-reitf— to Los Angelas dated 5-5-54 
captioned "American I—ee Crusade, JS - C, Internal Security Act 
of 1950", the "Current intelli g e nc e Su—ary” of 12-9-53 contained 
infer—tins to tba affect that the American Peace Crusade had 
la u n ch e d a nation wide r i mpel g s to sand Christa— cards to President 
Xleeabeeer and Members of Congreea containing a "peace” the—. 


although the cards ware sot to be identified with the American Peace 
Crusade* The "Currant Intelligence s—zy” of 1-6-54 sat forth 
Information that the Southern California Peace Crusade, affiliate of 
the American Peace Crusade, claimed It —s responsible for sending 
approximately 7,000 "peace*’ a—s a g— to the White House during the 
Ch rist—s se as on . Among such cards. *-*• n«T —» on 2-26-54 

by | I to the 

President, were cards from Soldier Gurshtel and £U Ourehtel, postmarked 
at Loa Angelas, Calif* 

(100-377391-853 pg U) 
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latter to BAC, loir Toxic 


Otter tteft such m ter been reported previously in thin 
■otter, Bur mu UIm contain at s&Htlooxl infonwtte concerning the 
Iwnqr Ourshtel nod Goldie bnl Carshtcl item«f interest ia this 
inrestigstioa* 

B o ult s of wicw of ftmw film concerning otter 
individual* listed .Ut isw Toxic ssmraottet of reference rill bo 
formed** upon ccsotlstion. 
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SAG, New York (65-1 6 ?$ 6 ) (orig and Qne) August 2, 1955 

Director, FBI (65-62911) 

n _ 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - B 

Be NY memo of 5-^7 “55* 


Other than such as has been reported previously 
in this maoism. Bumaait. jLLLxm agjatato go information 

concerning I__I who, according 

to f/iYorm a&fon set forth In the report of SA\ \ 


3*"' 

It** 


•w w- . v 


. N'l* 


r 


Sr 

t 


gated 


V *i«t t 


7 A 



Gnat ton set forth in the report of 8 A\ I 

_|dated 3-23-55 a* Omaha, were born about 1932 . 

' * ' - 1 

lixazton jv o. 759$ 


According to the report of iSMlT 


-27-53 at Los Angeles oaptioned 
was,, SM-Ct Petition of. Naturalixazton 


'7-20-24 reflected that 


V 




*-/* " 5 f 

3**"* 


M 


M 


Jft>. I5?9 

_^_ \ hnd been 

issued Certificate of Naturalisation No. 2164053 bn 
3 - 10-25 but that he was actually sworn in as a citizen 
on 1-8-25 at the Woodbury County District Court, Sioux 
City, Iowa. Sis Declaration of Intention listed himself 
J as a widower with five children, Henry, Abe, Louie, Harold 


3^ 


/. A’ (r 


and Paul, In.hiR petition, 
be changed to|_ 


f reguested that his name 
The Paul Silver may or may 


it l 


co 


s 

◦ 

a 


S a 

53 I 


not be identical with the person by that name who is of 
interest in this matter, ( 100 - 399829 - 3 ) 

Uncaptioned Bureau memorandum to Omaha dated 
2-20-24 advised that the m .Treheit," Jewish Communist Daily, 
issue of 1-22-24 indicated that Paul Stiver, 2326 Villa, 
Sioux City, Iowa, was the representative of that organ in 

that area, (IQQ- 46808 -XI 3 ) 

Investigation at Sioux City, as set forth tn 
report of \ \dated 3-2-24 at Omaha captioned 

mmo-vt 
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1 - Los Angeles (65-6224) (for informati on) 

2 - Omaha (65-609) (for information) 
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Letter to SAC, Mew Turk 


*Paul Silver, et al. Modi cal Activates, Communist, * 
disclosed that Paul Stiver had cerne ts Sioux City from 
Laurel, Me bras ha, about a year and a half or two years 
before and lived at 1316 Willa Street, He conducted a 
grocery store at 12th and Court Streets, Sioux City, 
and while there was reported to have become intimate 
with some small girls in the community and woe threatened 
with prosecution• In October, 1923 , he bought a fruit 
stand at 312 4th Street, Sioux City but eold it in 
December, 2923, stating that he was going into the 

copyrighting business in Chteago, Illtn oAM* SJ3d _. 

planned to do some writing on the side, || 
and I | from whom Stiver rented hie place at 

312 4th Street, described Ate as being "dead m both 
physically and mentally • They stated that although 
they did net admire hist, they considered him honest 
in business and advised that they had noticed no 
radical Itterature among his mail and that hie conversa¬ 
tion did not tend toward m radicalismHie father and 
mother were reported te be residing en the west side of 
Sioux City, him father being very old and inactive. He 
was also reported to have a brother whs conducted a 
grocery store in South Sioux City, Nebraska, and another 
brother ufto conducted a grocery store at Laurel, Nebraska, 


) -i 


Jtoiu^Silver warn described as follows: 


Height: $' 6 * 

Weightt 260 pounds. Heavy set. 

Age: Approximately 2$ years old (1924) 

Tfearrn heavy riwmed glasses • 

Has appearance of being well educated, 

_ UQ0-46808-X16) 

By report of I \ dated 3-8-24 in the 

same matter, Omaha advised that Paul Silver was then 
residing at 484$ N, Avers Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
and working for a company manufacturing punch boards, 

(100-46808-X2Q) 

According to the report of hearings before a 
Special Committee of the House of Representatives to 
investigate Commimist activities in the U,S, (Fish 
Committee Report, part 4, volume 3 ) dated 9 - 29 - 30 , 





Letter to SAC, Mem York 


qg on£ pacers fjje^ ./or 


record by \ I 

] of the American 


farm Bureau, was a report of the American Vigilant 
Intelligence federation, Chtosgo, Illinois, dated 
&-28-3Q which reflected that according to minutes of 
the Communist tarty Iowa State nominating convention 
dated 8 - 17 - 30 , delegates to the convention included 
Paul Silver, Sioux City, and George Koval, Young 
Communist league* Paul Silver mas also listed as a 
member of the Nominating Committee• It mould appear 
Quite probable that the George Koval, representative 
of the Yeung Communist League, is identical with the 
•ubjeot »/ thtw investigation, (62 _ 3u ~ 0 . M f pg g 5) 

As set forth tn report of SA I _ ~ 

dated 10-17-42 at Des Mot nee caoJitmasd^SMsSR i MuESL 
Aid Society, IS-M, " on l-l 5-42 


Street, Stoux City, Iowa, advised that a meeting of the 
Mussian Mutual Aid Soctety had been held on 10-28-41 
at the Mayfair Hotel which, in Ms aulnton, had been 

f+.M/l _ ±'hr» /:_ 


which, i n. Ms onfit /ott 
arranged by lecaJ Communists . I \ sta. 

ting had been sold fyl 

.. 1 _ ■* ........ . ™ 


tickets far this ms 
a f t 

V. 7th Street. [ 


wife 

800 


X 


f. 


who, soszaltd a grocery Wore at 


otated that hm ion 


t 


1 


suspicious of the meeting inasmuch as \ 
selling these tickets and her husband had "Seen 
rtpvrUi to W a Comm untot. (6l . n?5 . lxl) 

The name o/ \ 

appeared on a list of Communist suspects furnished by 
the office of the Ninth Naval district Headquarters, 
Chicago, Illinois* according to a memorandum from 
Chicago dated 5-28-42* (1QQ 


■ f -f ✓ —■-— * 

3 Sioux City, Iowa, 


(100-97377-53) 


Other than as previously reported in this 
matter. Bureau files contain «a addlAlnnal—information 
which appears to relate to the I I wfta is of 

interest in this investigation * 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office NLenMandum • united 

v ** 

TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

€ 

mon/A/j/ekc, KKamUE (65-553) 

c 

subject : GEORG® KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 8/1/55 


Re Bur eau error form dated 7/27/55 which advised 

that the report of SA l _ | dated 7/15/55 was in 

error, in that the date 10/6/43 appearing in paragraph 3, page 8, 
should he 10/6/48. 


The information re flecting the erroneo us date was 
taken from referenced report of SA l I dated 6/24/55 

at New York City, where the date 10/6/43 appears in paragraph 1, 
page 15. 


It is believed that SA 
with an error in this regard. 


SSA 1 at 
(3) 


© 




0.. / 
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should not he charged 

36 v / 
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(origined and 1) 
SAC $ Knoxville (65-555) 


August 8 , 1955 




Director, FBI (65*&9W 

"XI t- ~ ' *X'l U '3 & 

asosax KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - B 



Sk • 

V 4 


Beurlet 8-1 -55* 

_ _ Correct date set forth on page 12 of report of - 

SA \ \ dated 6 - 29-55 <** Esm York* £4 | | 

should be charged with nonsubstantive error* 


rj *- V 

£MO:dmdf 

14) , b7C 

Note: 0-17 ind icating nonsubst antive error on page 8 (administrative 
of report of &4 | |d ated 7-15-55 at Knoxville 

forwarded to that office '/-^7-t>5* Error consisted of 
misstatement of date as 10-6-4J instead of 10-6-48* By memo 
8-1-55 Knoxv U2& poiwtgrf out er ror originated on page 15 of 
report of SA I I d ated 6-29-55 at New York* Page 15 

(administrative) of report oj < 6 - 29-55 does contain error although 
corre ct date is se t forth on page 12* Case supervised at Bureau 
by 5j4| | O -17 being sent to NY indicating 

nonsubstantive error on administrative page o f report of - 6 - 29 - 55 * 
Notation placed in error folder of Supervisor I I 
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Jice Memor, 

to t A. H • Belmont 

from « Wt A, Branigan 

A! subject: QEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


■Mdum • 


-# 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


datb: July 27, 1955 


V 


SYNOPSIS: 


[ 


H self-styled former officer of Soviet' 
Military TrTFeTTTgence Jl§Ml), has stated that in 1940-41 SMI 
had an "illegal resident" op erating in the New York ar ea under 
the code name of \ [ He advised that I l operated 

a retail electrical appTTance business' and that other agents 
recruited by SMI were sent to him and employed in his business. 


Company in New York 1941- 50 t quite accurately .fits l 
description of I l and is reported by various sources to 

harUe been implicat ed in both Qommunist and Soyigt i ntelligence 
activities. He is I I but 

abruptly left the U.S. in 1950 and is currently believed to be 
residing in Russia with his wife and son • Incidental to 
tAe investigation as to the background and activities of 

] it was ascertained that among the various 


9i 


employees of the Raven Electric Company was an individual by 
the name of George Koval. 


Taboo 



Vinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 
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Gandy _ 
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George Koval claims to have been born in Sioux City, 
Iowa, on 12-25-13 (Christmas Bay) but public records are incon¬ 
sistent and the closest birth record is o ne execut ed for a 
LouiS'Kaval, born at Sioux City, Iowa, on | |to parents 

having names similar to those claimed by Koval . 


The parents of George Koval were both born in 
Russia, immigrating to the U.S. where the father was subsequently 
naturalised. Investigation indicates that the father was 
pro-Soviet and the only relatives of Koval (an uncle and two 
aunts) known to be currently residing in this country have 
long been closely associated with Communist and pro-Soviet 
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Memorandum, for Mr, Belmont 


activities. As a youth, Koval himself was arrested in Sioux 
City in 1930 as the leader of an alleged Communist pressure 
group which marched on the offices of the Overseer of the Poor. 

George Koval attended public schools in Sioux City 
and studied engineering at Iowa University for two years, 
and appears to have been an excellent student. However, in 
1932 the entire Koval family returned to Russia. 

In various records Koval has furnished fictitious 
information concerning his whereabouts and activities during 
the period 1932-41, He ha3 claimed that his parents were 
deceased, that he was raised in an unidentified orphan asylum, 
that he lived with an unnamed aunt, and that he worked on 
"various farms," His only specific claims, that his parents 
had died during hi3 early youth and that he had been employed 
for a period with the Square Beal Clothing Company (owned and 
operated by his uncle) have definitely been established as 
fictitious. 

There is no accurate record of George Koval '3 
return to the U,S, until January of 1941 when records disclose 
his employment with Benjamin W. Lassen and the Raven Electric 
Company, (in this connection, it is significant to note that 
although required by law to register under the Selective 
Training and Service Act in October, 1940, Koval did not 
register until January 2, 1941, although there is no 
explanation as to his late registration,) 

Within a surprisingly brief period after his 
employment with the Raven Electric Company, Koval became a 
director and assumed a position of 3 ome control. From 
company records it also appears that in spite of the fact that 
the business was principally of a local character, he took 
various business trips outside the New York area. 

On 2-4-43 Koval was inducted into the U,S, Army 
receiving an honorable discharge on 2-12-46, It is significant 
to note that while in the U.5. Army Koval was assigned for a 
period in 1944-45 on the Manhattan Engineering Project at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Dayton, Ohio, with access to 

information. Koval had contact and was associated with 
various AEC employees, certain of whom are still employed 
with that Agency.. As yet the exact period and nature of 
his employment and the information to which he had access is 
not known. 






Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 


Following his discharge, Koval returned to New York 
City, applied to the Veterans Administration for educational 
benefits, studying electrical engineering at City College of 
New York from which he was graduated with honors in February, 
1948. 


On 3-15-46 a U.S'. passport was issued to George 
Koval for travel to France, Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden, and 
Poland • Koval was assisted Uj obtaining passport by a 

letter presumably 3igned by I j of the 

Atla3 Trading Corporation of Wew~7orTs wKTcK indicated that 
Koval was being sent to Europe as their commission representa¬ 
tive. However, available records of Atlas Trading Corporation 
contain no reference to Koval, employees have no knowledge 
of him whatsoever, and the nature of the company's business 
was such that the commissioning of a European representative 
would have teen da g£L£fipt is being made to 

interview |_| 

On October 6, 1948, Koval departed from the U.S. 
en route to Europe and his present whereabouts is unknown. 

Investigation in this matter is continuing, 
copies of Bureau reports being furnished to AEC, G-B, CIA, 
State Department, and the Records Administration Branch 
of the Department of Justice. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

None. The above is submitted merely for your 
information. 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


GEORGE KOVAL 



ESPIONAGE - R 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 



Background information regarding | | set forth. 
Newark files contain no identifiable information regarding 
WILLIAM A. ROSE. 


*• RUC - 


DETAILS: 


At North. Plainfield, New Jersey 

Records of the Nor»th Plainfie ld Police Departme nt 




ijn 


checked on Jul ? l.i. 1955, reflected that 

| North Plainfield, had been fined in 1950 
because of a traffic violation. 


[ 


( ' 


K on July 111 19^. .tla&i] 

i£ to i i 


| advised 

J moved In I9i>l or 1952 


Jr- '* 


<) 

- S' 
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ASFWY CL, 

HW K.r:: ft/£_ 

-. 


Bound Brook, New Jersey. 

RaB 


liU VVIkJ 


C i 






J 




Records of the Ct»aH 1 t 1 Bnrami of Cftnj-.r^qi Neu Jersey 
ChflCkfiri on July. 26, 1955# by SR I I lndlc a ted that 

_land his wife l~ I plus two children, 

had resided atl I Bound. Brook, New Jersey, since 

1951. - 


b7C 


.-A credit report dated November 10, 1953# showed 

that|_| was at that time the manager of the General Cable 


Corporation, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York City, and that he 
had been employed in that capacity since August, 1950. 


Piles of the Newark Division contain no information 
identifiable with WILLIAM A^tfOSE. < 


RUC - 
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The rtf fr.hft w .T nf Mnt.ny V*h|e1wa 

contain a record of I I 

Bound Brook, as the owner of a iQJjO Pontiac, tan sed an. N. J> 
license HL 190 j however, background regarding ! I as 

contained on registration and license applications is not 
presently available as the "ds" are being processed for IBM. 

If background information regarding subject cannot 
be obtained by the NXO from the personnel record of General 
Cable Corp., the NYO should set forth a lead to review Motor 
Vehicle records in N.J. approximately 30 days from the date 
of this report. 


REFERENCE: Report of $a| |dated 6/29/55, 

at N.Y. - 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

GEORGE KOVAL 



ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


[ 


] attended Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) 

■ _ . - _ _ _ -_ _ \ » I l ,/*v i—\ T—* 


at City College of the City of New York (CCNY) with GEORGE 
KOVAL 1943 - 1944. Both report edly l eft CCNY for Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, about August, 19^4. I I upon arriving at Oak 
Ridge was immediately sent to Los Alamos, New Mexico , and has 
not seen or heard from KOVAL since that time. I I had no 
reason to question KOVAL'S loyalty to the United States. 

- RUC - 

DETAILS; AT CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA : 


| | who is employed 

as Design Engineer by the Gilfillan Corporation, 1815 West 
Venice Pn ni pva-nd. T.ns Ang eles f California, on July 13# 1955# 
advised SA I f that he had known GEORGE KOVAL while 

they were both attending the Army Specialized Training Program 
(ASTP) at City College of the City of New York (CCNY) 1943 - 
1944. To the best of his recollection, they b oth left CCNY in 
August, 1944, for Oak Ridge, Tennessee. I Istated that 

upon arrival at Oak Ridge, he was assigned to and left for 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. He was unable to recall what assign¬ 
ment KOVAL received, but has no re collection of seeing or hearing 
from KOVAL since that time. | | stated that although he 

IBEKY fCjGr * &tcXsL 
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attended CCNY with KOVAL, he did not know him well. Prom 
his association with KOVAL, he described him as a good 
student, but that he did not know him well enough to comment 
regarding his loyalty, associates or reputation. He had 
no reason, however, to question his loyalty, associates or 
reputation. 
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SYNOPSIS 
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Ire-interviewed 11/20/56. Advised he 
[id di 


and Subject did different work in health physics at 
Oak Ridge and did not know what specific information 
Subject had access t^* From general activities of 
group,person wbuld have known U-235 being used there 
and being shipped out. Also known in group that 
plutonium p roducing reactors located at Hanford, 
Washington* I I was told activity at Oak Ridge 

connected with atom bomb and presumed Subject given 
same information*- Advised practically all health 
physics information classified and information regarding 
aspects of health p hysics would have been of assistance 
to Soviets* I l advlged Subject wrote report No* 

MDDC - 1503 at Oak Ridge* Records Technical Information 
Division, IJCRL, Berkeley, reflect report dated 6/22A5, 
classified Declassified 11/17A7* 
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KGT/gi _ 
SP 105-3751 ' 


DSTAHiSf 

AT LIVBRKCRB. CALIFORNIA 

Oa November 7% 1955 
Health Physics Group, Livor&'ore 

. Califor nia Radiation Laboratory ,_ _ 

l l that he had forjaerly bene a professional associate 

of the Subject at Oak Ridge Katicnel Laboratory* 

_Qn November 20, 1956 1 l vas re-interviewed 

by SA I I Be advised that In and the Subject were 

both assigned to the Health Physics Group at Oak Ridge ant 
they bad separ ate dut ies end wars not assigned to tbs same 
? type of work* I I stated that ha was assigned to a 

monitoring group and worked in e chemistry laboratory 
while tiie Subject* he believed, worked on instrume nt 
research end develo^ient* For this raasor u E * 16 he 

and Subject were not directly associated professionally 
and knew each other casually as membe rs of t he Health 
Physics Group which was quite large* I i st-ld the 

Subject was not a member of the group with which he £ 3 sne.'#ts<J 
socially and ha did not believe that they had aver livad 
in the saoa barracks* 

I l arifi that because of the difference in 
their duties he had no idea as to what specific 
information the Subject had access to at Oak Ridge* 

He said that based on tie general activities of the 
■ Health Physics Group, a person would have lonwn that 
uranium 235 'JR® being used, or processed at Grk Ridga end. 

1 that it was being shipped from thera, although its destin¬ 
ation was unknown, Ha said, that the Subject probably knew 
that the activity at Oak Hii.gr '*et connected with the. 
development of an atom bomt because ha and other ^.ambers 
of the group were so informed* 3e did not know that the 
Subject was also given this information but presivnad that 
he would have received it as a ma<nbar of the group* 

I Talso stated the group was aware that large raaotcrfl 
^era located at Hanford, ’.Washington for plutooivn production. 
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I I advised that while he was at Oak Ridge 

practically all information pertaining to health physics 
was classified but most of such information has since 
been declassified. He said that at the time, information 
concerning monitoring techniques, instrumentation, radiation 
tolerances and other aspects of health physics would have 
been of assistance to the Soviets if they were attempting 
to make an atom bomb. He stated that health physics 
functions did not directly contribute to the development 
of the bomb but were highly important in protecting the 
health of those individuals *ho had to work with radio¬ 
active materials in perfecting?the bomb. Because of 
this the bomb could have been Triad e faster if all the answers 
of health physics had been known in the beginning. He 
said if the Soviets obtained information concerning our 
he&lth physics program, thel.' development of the bomb 
would have been accelerated. 

I I recslled that after he left Oak Ridge 

and was employed at Brookhaven Rational Laboratory he 
had occasion to check library references concerning 
radiation contamination of the air. Upon doing this he 
discovered that the Subject, while at Oak Ridge, had 
written a report entitled "Determination of Particulate 
Air-Borne Lo ng Jived ActivJty," which bore the number 
MDfDC - 1503* I I said his only record of the report 

was in his personal card index and he had only seen the 
report in the Brookhaven Library. He had no recollection 
of the date of the report or its classification. 

AT BERKELEY. CALIFORNIA 

On November 20, 1Q56 I I 

Technical Information Division. UCRL T advised SA I T 

that the above described report authored by the Subject 
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m 


^f 19^5 and was originally classified 
. The number of the report, when written', was 
T 5 is number was changed to MDDC - 1503 when 
r.na rcinrmf- y as declassified on\November 1 ? 19 ^ 7 , 

Jadvised that the Information Division has 

hi M 


a copy' of this report 


kT 


*HUC- 
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J.J _ .J* be noted &at in the Administrative 

th ® re P° rt Of SA f I dated 

55 at San Francisco, appears information from 


Ridee vi 


——I tt* 0 effftct that Subject was acquainted at Oak 

tidge with one I an employee of the. Hounds 

Laboratory, Monsanto Chemical Company, Miamisburg, Ohio* 


In the i nterview of I H on 11/20/56 he 

advised that ! | might know the nature and extent of 

the information to which Subject had access at Oak Ridge* 

I I further advised on 11/20/56 that it 

was his recollecti on that>the Subj ect worked under the 
supervision of one I l at Oak Ridge and he 

recommended this individual as a person who might know 
, the sxtent and nat ure of Sub .1ect*s access at Oak Ridge* 

I_| advised that I I was still at Oak Ridge, when 

he left there in 19^6* * 

\ _ Jb 

In the sama connac tion . 1 ~| also 'recalled 

.the name ofl I at Oak Ridge* He said 

that both I land t.ba worked under 

I _| but he could not be positive if they were 

under his direction at the same time. He said that 

I_I went to Hanford, Washington from Oak 

Ridge and had since left Hanford* He said he did not 
know his present whereabouts« 


‘ Desirability of interview of l I 

I ~landl l is being left to the discretion 

of the Office of Origin inasmuch as San Francisco is not 
aware of all phases of this investigation. 


REFERENCE 

New York letter to San Francisco dated 9/28/56. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



report of 
as above. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911)(RM) 


C, NEW YORK (65-16756) 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 


BATE: 11/28/56 


Tr ansmitted herewith are f ive copies 
SA | I , dated and 


of the 
captioned 


As mentioned in the brief summary of investigation 
set forth in the administrative section of the attached 
report, the more recent investigation in this case has been 
directed at ascertaining whether or not the subject's 
assignment to the SED, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, from the 
ASTP, CCNY, during 1944 was the result of a preconceived 
plan or coincidental. In that connection each of the offices 
to be , Indicated, with the exception of Chicago, will 
attempt to .Locate and interview the designated former US 
Army officers assigned to the ASTP, CCNY, to develop any 
information relevant to that question, provided office 
indices do not disclose information for them which would 
preclude an interview at this time. 

In that regard it is noted that the possibility 
of a conspiracy between the subject and a member of the 
USA jn some way connected with the ASTP should be considered 
in attempting to resolve the point in question. 


©■Bureau ( 65 - 629 H) (RM) 
2-Buffalo (RM) 

2-Chicago (65-4049)(RM) / 
2-Newark (65-47?8)(RM) 
2-San Francisco (105-375i)( 
1-New York (65-15756) 
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LETTER. TO DIRECTOR 

Re: GEORGE KOVAL 

ES? - R 


Concerning the above, Chicago will await advice 
of Bureau prior to conducting its designated interview. 

The Bureau is requested to review Bureau indices 
concerning I I whose known 

USA record and background Information has been reported 
on page 4 of attached report. The above review is 
believ ed warranted prior to conducting an Interview with 
I I based upon his foreign birth; his apparent 

acquaintance with the subject; and his known military 
service with USA. 

The Bureau is requested to furnisn Chicago b?c 

tne results of the indices review. 

LEADS 


BUBS'ALO 



I 1 retired, last known on 
9/7/55.» to be residing: | I Silver Creek, 
New York. 

CHICAGO 


I I last known o n 

November o, 1952] to be -pgai dinf at| | 

Chicago, Illinois. It is noted that ! I was listed by 
the subject as a personal reference in a questionnaire 
executed by the subject during 1944 for the !£ED. 
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR 

Re; GEORGE KOVAL 

ESP - R 

I I who based upon USA records was born 
12/6/12 in Austria - Hungary, should be interviewed 
exhaustively re subject in consideration of his 
apparent acquaintance with the subject. 

NEWARK 


last known f date not 

to be residing at | | Paterson, 

New Jersey. 


1- 



to be residing at| 

I Pennsauken. New 

b 7 C 


Jersey. 

SAN FRANCISCO 

I ~l last known (exact 

date not avaTTaoTeJ to r»ps-?ri-fng &t[\ I 

Salinas . C lifornia. It is noted t hat l I report e dly 

was the I I of the ASTP, CCNY, and had 

direct responsibility for transfers to and assignments 
from the ASTP. If so he should be questioned regarding 
origin of ASTP assignment and transfer orders; any 
recalled explanation as to why subject's class was assigned to Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee; and whether or not faculty members of 
CCNY exerted any Influence with respect to ASTF 
assignments. 
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ESPIONAGE - R 
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Identities of USA officers assigned Army 
Specialized Training Program (ASTP), CCNY , 
1943-19 44 set forth. I 1 

I 1 described subject's name and 

photograph as totally unfamiliar and 
stated information pertaining to method of 
recruitment and assignment into and from 
ASTP unrecalled. 

was described as|_^_ 

and as most logical source of information 
relatin g to assignment to and fro m ASTP 
group, f I stated 

chat his connection with ASTP group, CCNY, 
was limited; that he was not aware that any 
of the ASTP classes had been assigned to 
atomic installations. Results of record 
checks for subject at International Brother¬ 
hood of Electrical Workers and American 
Institute of Electrical Engineering set 
forth. 
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NY 65-16,56 


DETA ILS: 

Regarding, United States Army Staff Officers, 

Army Specialized Training Program, 

College of che City of New York, 

1943 - 1944 _ 

The following information concerning United States 
Army (USA) staff officers assigned to the Army Specialized 
Training Program (AST?) at the Co3Iege of the City of New 
York (CCNY) during the period of 3943 - 1944 was obtained 
on September 18, 1956 from records of the Adjutant General's 
Office. Department of th e Army, Pentagon Building, by SE 


Examination of Army 201 file showed T HI 

assigned to STAR Center Service Unit (SCSU) at CCNY from 
December 10, 1943 * to June 20, 1944. L atest available 
address, shown as of March 5* 1.956, was I I 

I I Infantry. U.S. Army Reserve. I 1 

Baldwin, Long Island, New York. 



Examination of Army 201 file showed he was assigned 
to duty at CCNY from April 25, 1944, to September 1, 1944. b7C 

Lat est available address, s hown as of September , 1955* 

was I _ t Infantry, U.S. Army Retired, 

R.D7 1 I Silver Creek, New York. 


Examination of Arms? 201 file showed f I assigned 
duty at CCNY from January 4, 1943* to August 31. 1944. As 
of May 3. 1954, latest addr ess available wasf | 

I "_J Infantry. Retired,! I New York 

City. 1 - 1 
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1- 1 

Examination of Army 201 file showed I I assigned 

to SCSU, CCNY, from November 1, 1943, to April 22, 1944; 
also from August 22, 1944, to September 11, 1944. Latest 
available address, as of November 18, 195 3. '.ms Major 
P TMPC, U.S. Army Reserve, ! I 

Fiace, New Yorx city. 


Examination of Army 201 fijie showed I I assigned 

to SCSU, CCNY, from November 20, 3943? to February 13, 1944. 
Latest available a ddress, as of January 28 , 19 54. was Major 
I I Infantry, U.S. Army Reserve, | | 

Terrace, Forest. Hills, Mew York. 


Examination of Army 201 file showed T I assigned 

to SCSU, CCNY, from November 1, 19 43. to November 13. 1944. 
Latest available addres s shown was I 1 Infantry, 

U.S, Army Hon. Re serve, | | Paterson, New 

Jersey. 


Examination of Army 201 file showed he was assigned 
December 28 , 1943 , to April 26 , 1944, at S CSU. CCNY. Latest 
available address as of June 28, 195b, was I ~ 

I I Infantry, U.S. Army Reserve,! 

Elmhurst, Long Island, New York. 


[ 


] 


Examination of Array 201 file showed he was assigned 
from July 1, 1942, to May 9, 1944, to Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (ROTC) and SCSU at CCNY. The latest available 
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address shown was! I Infantry, 

U.S. Army Reserve^! |Salinas, California. 


Examination of Army 201 file showed he was 
assigned from April 26, 1943, to June 22, 1944, to the 
SCSU at CCNY. His lat est available address. as of 
February 12, 1954, was I I 

M.P., U.S. Army, Retired, ! I Pennsauxen, 

New Jersey. 


[ 


Examination of Army 201 fLle disclosed^ 


A l iras born December 6, 1912, in Austria-Hungary. 

/f During the period March 4, 1943* co June 30* 1944, ne 


1 

Az. 


was assigned to Company A and Company B, 101st Engineering 
Battalion. During the period of July 9, 1944, to December 31, 
1944, he was assigned to the ASF Regional Hospital, 

Fort Jackson,.South Carolina. Tne l atest available address , 
as of November 6, 1Q52. was shown as I | 


C.E. Honorary Reserve,! 
Illinois. 


J Chicago 14, 


fcd 


The files of the New York Office, Federal 
Bureau of I nvestigation (FBI^ as re viewed on October 3* 

1956 , by SA l I. for each of the above 

mentioned individuals failed to disclose subversive 
information that could be determined identifiable witn 
them on the basis of presently known background information. 

Regarding ! I it is 

noted that he was listed as a reference by die subject in 
a questionnaire executed by the Hatter during 1944 for 
the Manhattan Engineering District. 


- 4 - 
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Interviews with former U.S. Army Staff Officers, 
Army Specialised Training Program, 

College of vhe City of New York, 

1943-1944__ 


(Retired) 

Flushing, Long Island, New York_ 


_ I I was interviewed by SA l I 

| [ , on October 5* 135b, and advised as follows: 

He was assigned to the 12l8th STAR Unit, Army 
Specialised Training Unit (SU, ASTU), at CONY from 
approximately July, 1943, to April, 1 945, an which time 
his rank was Lieutenant Colonel. The I 1 

of the ASTU at CONY during the period of hie assignment 
thereat was I ~l 

I I and is recalled as 

having had direct responsibility for the discharge of 
assignments and transfers of ASTU trainees. 

It was pointed out that the ASTU was a general 
unit designation which included the ASTP and ROTC training 
groups. The ASTU program consisted of approximately 5,000 
trainees of whicn approximately 25 O were assigned to the 
ASTP. The ASTP training was primarily restricted to 
academic studies in technical subjects, as a result of 
whicn there was little contact between the trainees and 
the staff officers. 

The subject's photograph and name were described 
as "totally unfamiliar." 

Information pertaining to fcne method of 
recruitment ^ 3 ^ rrmop-ni-. intn and from the ASTP was 
unrecalled. I | previously described as 

I l of the ASTU, was suggested as the most 

logical source of information relating to assignments 
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and transfers to and from th e ASTP group. An officer, 
whose surname is recalled as | \ and who prior to 

Uorld \-lar II was an attorney in an unrecalled city in 
northern New Jersey, is recalled to have been the 
Intelligence Officer at CCNY and might possibly be in 
a position to recall pertinent information relating 
to the assignment of the subject's ASTP class to Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, during 1944. 

The following individuals 'were also 
recommended as potential sources of information 
concerning the ASTP at CCNY, since they were assigned 
as non-commissioned officers to the Adjutant's Office: 


last known to be residing: at: 


Bronx, New York 

Appropriate current telephone directories were 
reviewed fo r the individuals mentio ned above on October 6, 
1956, by SA | I ,q n rl rH q r* ~1 n q p rl q 

telephone listing for one| 

Bronx, Mew York. 


h’7C 


(Retired) 


New York City _ 

I l ,,aq i QTTori on November 1, 

1956, by SA I I, and advised the 

following: 1 - 1 


- 6 - 
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He was assigned to the Instructional Staff 
of tiie ASTU at CCNY from approximately November, 1943, 
throusn Se ptember. 1944, at which time his rank was 
I I His main duty with the ASTU was to drill tne 

ROTC segment of that unit. His recalled connection with 
the ASTP group was limited inasmuch as their training 
was primarily academic. The ASTP Ls recalled as having 
'ended abruptly" before its scheduled completion and 
that assignments of the ASTP from CCNY were extremely 
secretive. He was not aware that any of the ASTP 
classes had been assigned to an atomic installation, 
but in retrospect considered such an assignment logical 
in view of their highly technical training. 

The subject’s photograph was descrioed as 
"vaguely familiar , 1 but the subject’s name was unrecalled. 

The possibility that a member of the ASTP 
could have had some prior knowledge! of his assignment 
from CCNY was considered "inconceivable." The possibility 
that an individual's selection into the ASTP was the 
result of a preconceived plan was described as 'impossible 
unless that individual had some extremely high-level 
contact in the U.S, Army or U.S. Government." 

Several names of former officers of the ASTU 
at CCNY were submitted, each of whom have been previously 
mentioned herein. Current addresses for those former 
officers were unknown. 


b' 


Forest Hills, Lonp; island, New York 

I "~1 99-21 67th Hoad, 

Forest Hills. Lonp: Island. New York. adv ised SAl I 

I I . on October 25* 1956, that I I 

rented an apartment at that during the approximate 

period of 1946 to 1950* I I who could not recall 

I | employment or change of address, suggested 

contact with the apartment management office known as the 
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Dwelling Managers, Incorporated, 340 West 56 th Sti*eet, 

New York City. 

I | Dwelling 

Managers. Incorporated. New York CLt?/, advised SA 
I "1 on October 30, 1956, that I I 

and I 11e rminated their residence at Apartmenc 7D, 

I I For est Hills, Lo ng Island. Hew York, on 

September 29* 1950. I I listed l \ 

Street, Kew Gardens, Long Island, New York, as his new 
address. 


It is to be noted that each of tne above officers 
were identified as having been assigned to the ASTU, 

CCNY, 1943-1944, on the basis of information obtained from 
the records maintained at the Military Personnel Records 
Center, St. Louis, Missouri, on August 29* 1956, by SE 


Inquiries at the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers and the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineering. _ 

I I International Brotherhood 

of Electri cal Workers. 130 East 25 th Street, New York City, 
advised SA | I. on October 19* 1956, 

that GEORGE KOVAL was an active member of that union during 
the period March 14, 1941, through June 30* 1943* during 
which time he was employed with the Raven Electric Company, 
New York City. Additional background information was not 
available for KOVAL, inasmuch as he has been inactive in 
the union since 1943* which necessitated destruction of 
his union membersnip file. 

I 1 American Institute 

of Electrical En gineering. 35 West ^Qth Street, New York 
City, advised SA | |, on November 9, 1956, 

that GEORGE KOVAL, a senior student in trie Electrical 
Engineering Department of CCNY, was a ‘student member 1 ' of 
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•chat institute during the year 1943. Because his member¬ 
ship has been inactive since 1948. a^rh'hionai 1 nfmviation b7C 

concerning his background was not available. I I 

advised that she caused a search of the records of the 
American Institutes of Mechanical and Civil Engineering, 
which failed to disclose a record for the surname KOVAL. 


ENCLOSURE: TO BUFFALO: 


One (1) photograph of the subject taken 
during 1948. 


- J? - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


Inquiry was made at I I New 

York Citv. on November 4. 1QE6. In an attempt to interview 
_| reportedly the | 

of t he ASTP at CCN Y during 1943-19^4. It was ascertai ned 
that I I could be located at I I 

Street, New York City. 

I I who identified herself as l I 

daughter, advised on November 0 , 1956, 1 11 at l I 

.s recuperating from a throat operation and would 
in condition to be interviewed until the latter 
part of November, 1959. 

For the benefit of the Buffalo Office, which 
has not received a prior communication in this matter, 
the following brief summary of investigation conducted to 
date is noted: 

Investigation concerning the subject has_ 

established that riurl np- T QAP. hz was pmnlnved wl th I 


| During 1945 , he was employee m tne health 
and Physics Department of the Manhattan Project, Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, where he had access to material^ 
that could have varied from "Unclassified' 1 to 
In 1940, while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, NYC, as a "commissioned representative", 
he was issued a passport for travel to various European 
countries, which included Poland. On October 6, 1948, 
he departed the United States aboard the "SS AMERICA," 
destined for Le Havre, France. His whereabouts was 
unknown until May, 1956, at wnich time his aunt and 
uncle, GOLDIE and HARRY GURSIiTEL, residents of Sherman 
Oaks, California, advised that the subject is presently 
an instructor at the Mendelaev Institute, in Moscow, 
Russia. 


tzM 

pot be 


b 


] 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT 1 D) 

Information furnished by the GUR3I3TELS was 
based on a letter written by the subject's father, 

ABRAM, who has been residing in Russia since around 1S32. 
Other than the above information, the subject's activities 
during che periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 1941, 
are unknown. 

Most recently, investigation has been directed 
at determining the nature of the circumstances wnich 
led to the subject's assignment to the Manhattan Project, 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II, with 
emphasis being given to whether or not that assignment 
was the result of a preconceived plan of the subject 
or his Soviet espionage principals in the United States. 

Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native born United 
States citizen, of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States in 1932, with his parents and brothers. He 
possibly resided in Russia or outside the United States 
from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as an electrical 
engineer at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 
1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering 
Degree at CCNY on 2/1/48. 

LEADS 

NEW YORK 


At Baldwin, New York 


Will, in accordance with instructions set forth 
herein relating to interviews with former officers assigned 
to the ASTP, CCNY, lo cate and interview| | 

jPlace, 3alawia, New York. ' 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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LWS (CCNT'U) 
NSW YORK 


Ac New York, New York 


1. Will attempt 1:0 locate and interview the 
following former US Army officers in an attempt to 
develop information relating to die circumstances of the 
subject's assignment from the ASTP at CCNY to the 
Special Engineering Detachment (SEO), Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee: 


1- 

[= 
1- 

Bronx, 

Bronx, 


1 a. |-1 

1 New York City._ 

b. | 

3 t Hills. New York. 

| Fores 

r c. 1 1 

L Elmhurst_T^ncr TFtlami_ 


1 

New Y 01 

e. 

Mew Yoj 

_ f. 

-K. 

1 

-K. 

_ 


Kew Gardens, Long Island, Hew York. 


_ 2. Will attempt to locate and interview I 

I 1, reportedly an associate of the subject during 

1946-1940, whose last known address has been reported as 

| Bronx, New York. 


BUFFALO, CHICAGO, NEWARK, SAN FRANCISCO (INFO.) 


One copy of this report has been designated 
for the above offices inasmuch as those office have been 
requested to conduct investigation concerning the subject. 


h’7C 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 


-12- 






NY 65-16T56 


REFERENC3 


9 / 28 / 56 , 


Report of SA 
at New York. 


dated 
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1 THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE^ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy 
Paris 8, Prance 



Date: December 1}., 1956 

7o: Director, FBI (65-62^1) 

Fj?om: Legal Attache, Paris (65-335) 

/ > 

Subject: GEORGE"KOVAL 
^ESPIONAGE - R 

Re Paris let 9/27/56. 



WTB:AM 




-, u Cr • 1 


c "f 7 -a 

CsC/“' 


j-?M ,, nj/ 


sa^7 


^ 5 " fa9//~ WH- 


m DEC 12 1956* 4 

'i 

I ’ ' 

. K-’ 

J& 6 


- *, 

'l 


December 24 , 2 $f 


SAC, Chicago 


Director, FBI ( 6 $- 62 gn) 

o » eS?r? 

GEQBuE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - St 


BeLYhjim to Jure iu ll-PB-ffi, which noted that 
Chicago would await -from Bureau oriar to conduct- 

ing interview v>tth [_| 

Bufiles contain uo i, formation which would pre¬ 
clude the interview, and the interview should therefore 
he conducted in the absence* of information in your files 
which would preclude it * 


/• 


ESSscnf* S 
(4) 

c «?^ a9 

l-f (i?// isr 


dec :< 


Toison - 

Nichols «,- 

Boar dm an „ 

Belmont_ 

Mason - 

Mohr_ 

Parsons- 

Rosen .. ., 

Tamm_ 

N er.se_^ 

Wiateirowd_ 

Tele Room 
Hoi Ionia"_ 










I 


» 

I 




MAC, Neto York (65-l6?$6i (Original & 1) December 19, 195& 
Director, FBI (65-62922) 

(? ^2 f / j /SC 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


The Security Branch, Division of Security, 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC)f advised on !2-l4-5o 
as follows* 




*0W (Oak Ridge) reply to ISB letter of 
November 1$, 1956 reflects that two 
individuals not previously mentioned in 
FBI reports were in the Health Physics 
Peaartment urnrh arnua of subject* 

and, might He aBTe so furnTeH InformaTIon 
concerning him.^fQ 

"CPI indices reflect both cu rrently hold _ 

*Q* clearances, as followet I ~l 

'Q r granted March If, 1949, terminated with 
Navy June 23, 1950,. reaf/irmed bu All-Force 
September 22, 1950j \ I 'Q ' 

with WA March G, 194G~^tTver~ F ^ 7 ~STth ID 
June 20, 1950 active+ ^ (X 

I I PSQ executed June 6, 1950 reflected 

employment with Air Foroe Cambridge Research 
Laboratory, Ca.mhTirln*. and 

residence at \ \ Pawtucket, 

Rhode Island • ^ U. 





To! son_ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman . 

Belmont_ 

Mason_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen - 

Tamm - 
Nease _ 


is presently employed wtth the Division 
of Biology and Medicine, Washington Headquarters ." 

Is decslQssi F/co/ 


ESSsssl 



Winterrowd_ 

Tele Room i 

Holloman _ T*f W t * M 

G/wdy-4 X jkA 


f«A&W eTe 0 - 31 - 0 ^ . 

$pse>rjlt*L j.//-0s»— 




x v-r» ' ’.j'H 




* v { V § 






^ jSTArfb^en form no 


* 

im 


Office Memorandum • ' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


4 

:ati 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (65-629*1) 

MEW YORK (65-16756) 

) 

SUBJECT: GEORGE 1COVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE. 



•!' ReBulet, 12/19/56; WFOlet, 11/19/56; and 

' San Francisco report, 11/23/56, captioned as above. 

HeBulet. 

discl osed that I I 

1 I were co-workers of the Subject during.the latter’s 
assignment In 1944 to the Health and Physics Department, 
Manhattan Engineering District (MED), Oak Ridge National 
laboratory( qkh iA . Oak Ridge. Tennessee. NEC records 
disclosed that||was last known during June, 1950 
to be employed wxtn air Force Cambridge Research 
la boratory. Cambridge . Massachusetts, and a re sident 
at l I Pawtucket, Rhode Island. I I 

was described as ^presently employed with the '’Division 
op Biology and Medicine, Washington Headquarters.” 

f eren reported r esults of information 
_ I co-worker of subject at 

ORNL whi ch identified subjects .supervisor at O ak 
Ridge as l l as a 

co-worker.v ' " 


ReWFOlet reported that information pertaining 
to MED employees at Oak Ridge Is maintained in "dead 
storage" at the ORNL. 


LEADS 


Boston 


[ 


Will attempt to locate and interview [ 


' 3 > 


]concerning his recollection of subject’s 

- Boston (65-3981K (EM) I ^‘“Y _ jam 10 1957 

2 - KnoxvHLe (65-553) .(RM| c ^ 7 JW 


- Bureau (65-62911) (RM)^^ tD 

{65-: 


2 - Washington Field. (65-6901) (RM) 
1 - New York (65-16756) ... 

01V C 0 NTA/fl«a> 

WCG:am 
(9) 


■ sagrnS* 


ft 


V i, x. 




:, ss( m 


/ 


&7 
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activities and duties at ORNL. Particular emphasis 
should be given to develop information indicating any 
unusual or significant activity of subject such as 
travel from base and contact with individuals 1 im 
employwfccr otherwise connected with the MED. 

Washington Field 

._1-_Will attempt to locate and interview 

I I in accordance with instructions set 

forth for Boston. 

2. Will contact C. A. PALAZZOLG, Sec urity 
Branch. AEG, regarding last known whereabouts of I I 

|_| reportedly co-workers 

of subject at MED, Oak Ridge, and set forth necessary 
leads to have them located and interviewed, regarding the 
subject. 


Knoxville 

Will, at ORNL, attempt to cause search of MED 
personnel records in "dead storage" in an attempt to 
locate any information contained therein regarding the 
subject. Will review these records for all information 
relating to subject's duties and activities at Oak 
Ridge, including leave, travel, and identities of his 
visitors, if any. 




_TTANOAHl> hOKM NO U4 


J ' 

Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to i DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) date: 1/10/57 

7 / 



SUBJECT; 


SAC, NEWARK (65-417S) 

6 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 



(00: New York) 

Re: Report of SA l I atNewark 

dated 1/10/57 

_Miami is requested to interview l I 

____I Fort Lauderdale, Florida, as 

set forth in referenced report. 


Enclosed for the Miami Office are a copy of 
New York letter to Bureau dated 11/28/56 an d one Photostat 
of the report of CA| |dated 11/28/56 

at New York. RUC. 


i 

i 

{ 

t 

l 

f 

[ 

1 — 




RECORDED 

2 - Bureau (REG. MAIL) 

1 - New York (65-16756) (RM) 

2 - Miami (Encs. 2) (RM) 

1 - Newark „ ; 

JJR:jdm 

( 6 ) 


ALL L‘.A 


t. 




L&Usq/h 

Jmw x*. 
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N 18 195/ 






Report Form 
FD-263 (5-#-55) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


investigative PERIOD 


TITLE OF CASE 


6 

GEORGE KOVAL 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED BY 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS: 


subject, 


DETAILS: 


I former Captain, U. S. Army, assigned to 
, advised on 1/3/57 that he did not know the 


flGS?C7/£^ 
REQ REC'D 

date ?zn:i 

KOW Foaw . 
BY_^ 


/<?e 

/? -- — * *** /> 

i * A ^ 


Paterson,_ 

Jersey, wa s interviewed bn January 3, 1957, by SA | ~| 

I I and advised the following: / 

Cch<cr» 

He was assigned to the STAR B Service Unit (SCSU) 
of the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) at the College 
of the City of New York (CCNY) from November, 1943, to 
November, 1944. His rank at that time was Captain and a 

| His duties were to give instruction 
in military tactics and regulations to the ASTP trainees. 

He added that ASTP was primarily concerned with academic 
training and technical studies. He stated that the Staff 


:iAL AGENT 
CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADE 


Bureau (65-62911) (REG.MAIL) 
Miami (1 Enc.) (RM) 

New York (65-16756) (RM) 
Newark (65-4778) 
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Officers had little contact with ASTP trainees. 

I ~1 added that he was not aware of the method 

used in the assignment of ASTP trainees. 


by[ 


3 


'he subject's photograph and name were described 
as being unknown to him. 


of I 
SA 


On December 18- 1956,[ 


former Army officer.f 
presently residing at[ 
Lauderdale, Florida. 


i— > -' ■ 

I Pennsauken, New Jersey,advised 
Ithat she is the daughter-in -law of 

1 who is 


] 


J Fort 


Enclosure: To Miami 


1948. 


One (1) Photograph of the subject taken during 


b7C 


- RUC - 



2 
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LEAD 

MIAMI 


At Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Will, in accordance with instructions set forth 
in reference d com muni <?a ti interview former Army Officer 

| "| Fort Lauderdale, 

i'JLa. 

REFERENCE 

New York letter to Di rector 11/28/56 _ 

New York report of SAl I 

dated 11/28/56. 1 - 1 
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Report Form 
FD-263 (5-12-55) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

SAN FRANCISCO 

NEW YORK | 

1 i/n/57 

1/8,9/57 


TITLE OF CASE 

0 

GEORGE KOVAL 






REPORT 


I A. DP 1 BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


TYPED BY 

ay b7C 


SYNOPSIS* 



;f.^. 


a- 


[ 


~l on ^6,9/57 

stated he was never Adjutant OTf t r.ar- 
of ASTP, City College of NY. L 


exhibited special orders dating from 
ii/ 2 li/U 2 to h/26/kh refle cting that 
| iwas Ad jut ant 

during that period. \ | has no 

knowledge regarding origin of ASTP 
assignments and transfers. 


b' 





ACEKCv _____ _ _ 

l m REC ’° /*€ SU3&6- 

C.',T£ FDru 

i:o»: For;.7 

BY_ 


RUC 


111* 


rir 




J 7 




APPROVED 



SPECIAL AGENT 


IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADE 


( 5' / - Bureau {65-62911)(Reg) 

3 - New York (65-16756)(Reg) 
1 - San Francisco (105-3751) 




23 JAN 16 1957 


B- 


REH 

INQ 


ftRDED-31 


EXE!/ %. 3 


7 






8 5 JaM 24 m? 


UECL ffi Yof 

ybtwf% ~ i -^" 


00 
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SP 105-3751 
ONM:ay 


DETAILS V 

“. N 

._On .Tarmaw ft 1 QC7 | j • 

I 1 California, advise 1 ^ that he 

is presently employed as a Supervisor of Recreation 
at the Cali fornia State Prison, Soledad, California. 

I I advised that he had attained the rank of 

Maj or in the US Array during WW II and his serial number 
was l I 

I I stated that he was never tbe 

Adjutant Officer of tjie Arir.y Specialized Training 
Program (AR T?1 at the City College, New York City, 

I I stated that it was his re collection t hat 

I I was the .Adjutant. I I ^vlsed 

that he would review pertirent Army papers in his 
possession so that he coulc furnish exact information 
concerning his assignments while stationed at CCNY 
with the US Array. He also advised that he might have 
special orders in his possession issued by| j 

as Adjutant of the ASTP at CCNY. 

On January 9, 1957 1 H stated that a 

review of his Army papers reflected that he held the 
following positions while stationed at the City College, 
New York, New York; 


1. Instructor Military Science, Reserve Officers 
Training Corps, August, 1910 to December, 1942. 

2. Executive Officer, 1280th Service Command, 

Service Unit (SCSU), ROTC, December, 194-2 to November 29, 

•1943. 

3. Plans and Training Officer, 3225th SCSU, Army 
Specialized Training Unit <.ASTU) and Battalion Commander, 
Second Battalion, 3225th SCSU, ASTU, from November 29,1943 
to April 26, 1944 at which time he was transferred to 

Port Meade, Maryland Army Ground Forces Personnel Replacement 
Depot #1. - 

I I exh*±&lted a special order reflecting 

that the following Army Unit s were ass igned to the City 
College during the period of l l assjgnment to the 

City College, The Units were designated as: 







sp 105-3751 

ONM:ay 



The Array Service Forces, Second Service 
Command, Hg 3225th SCSU (AST?), 3204th SCSC (STARS) 
and thel280th SCSU (ROTC), Amy Hall - The City College, 
Newy York 31, New York. 


[ 


]exhibited special orders dating 


from April 24, 19k2 to the date of’lais trans 

1944 reflecting thatr~ 


Adjutant during this period for the varsnus 
at the City College. > 


er April 26, 
was the 

Units stationed 

^ 1 / 


I I also e rhlbj ted a sne cfel order dated 

November 29.1S1H refie cting. that I I 

I 1 was as of that date designated Assistant 

Adjutant at the City College, 


I I a dvised that t he name GEORGE KOVAL 

is not familiar to him. I I also advised that he 

had no direct responsibility for trans fers and ass ignments 
to the ASTP Unit at the City College. I I also 

advised that he could not recall any student or class of 
students having been assigned to Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
during his assignment to the City College. 


I I further advised that he could not 

recall any incident where the Faculty members had exhibited 
any influence with respect to ASTP assignments. He stated, 
however, that it was possible that if/any such influence 
had been exerted it would have been necessary for the 
Faculty Members to e xert this influence through the Adjutant. 
However. I I again stated that he had no knowledge 

that Faculty Members had exerted any such influence. 


RUC 
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SP 105-3751 

ONIIsay 


LEADS 


THE BEtf YORK CFPIS5 

AT FLUSHIHO. LOIfQ ISLAND. Mgr.; YORK 

i_ mn 7»«-<-n+-oT.TH «>~l | 

(Ret,),I__ L in view of th e special 
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obtain from ! [ Information concerning his 

responsibility for the discharge of assignments and 
transfers of ASTT7 Trainees, 
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Office M.enmandum * 


TO 



s DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

$« SAC, CHICAGO (65-4049) 

III GEORGEficOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
0.0. NEW YORK 


k 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: January 24 , 1957 




Re report of Sa[ 


] 


dated November 28, 1956 at New York; New York 
letter to Director November 28, 1956, and Bureau 
letter to Chicago dated December 14, 1956, 
granting authority to contact Lieu tenant Colonel 
| | Chic ago, Illinois. 

A review of the files of .the -Chicago 
Of fine failed to refi sp.t any information pertaining 

to I I 

On December 27, 1956, a check of the 
Chicago Police Depa rtment records ma de by 
Investigative Clerk I l and the 

Chica go Credit Bureau records made by Investigative 
Clerk [ I fail ed to disclose any 

record of | | 

The following investigation was conducted 


by SAs [ 


3 


_Xi_uaa_iiaiamiina£_Jtihrough|^_^_^__n 

I , , I on January lli. 1997. 

that the! I familv no longer reside at | | 

| I however, this family sti ll operates 

a tavern at | | Chicago. 


] 


■v 


•_ On -Tarmflry 10^7 , I 

I_._I advised her aon I I 

presently resides at| | 

Chicago, Illinois. I & . 

— ft I 


residence 


On January lij., 1957, f 


fLT 
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2 - Bureau l(R^) *- . - 

2 - New York (65-l6?5b) (RM) 
1 - Chicago, 

/jFGridaz 

( 5 ) -'Mi.. 
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I employed as 
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Estimator, Neilson Brothers Manaf acturing Company, 2220 
North Springfield Avenue, Chicago., was interviewed, at 
which time he furnished the folLowing information: 

He was born on I I in Hungary. 

He served as an officer in the United States Army under 
Serial Number Ollill^Ol from 1942 to 1946 > obtaining 
the highest rank of captain. He entered the United 
States Army in June of 1942 at Governor's Island, t 
New York, and was attached to Company A and Company B, 
101st Engineer Battalion, 26th Division, United States 
Army, Ft. Jackson, South Carolina, in 1943* I n 
January and February, 1944* he attended Field Officer's 
School at Pt. Belvior, Virginia, and the latter part of 
I 9 M 4 . he was assigned to the Region Hospital at Ft. 
Jackson, South Carolina, and presently holds the rank 
of captain in the United States Army Reserve. 


Upon observing a photograph of the subject, 

I I stated subject was ■y.nknown to him as was subject's 
name. A description of subject was furnished to Mr. 

however, he was 1 still unable to recall the subject, 


Jrelated that he did not attend the College of the 


City of New York or was he ever_ attach ed to the Army 
Specialized Training Program*. (ASTP) . I I added that 
he had attended New Y*ork University from 1939 to 19li2: 
however, di d not, hnypt anv asfi nHatlnn with CUNY. | | 

related that I l and the Raven Electric 

Company were unknown to,him. 


|_|advised that some of the members of the 

United States Army who had taken ASTP training at CCNY 
were members of his battalion at Ft. Jackson, South 
Carolina; however, he could not recall any of these 
individuals’ names. ‘He reiterated that he did not serve 
as a staff, officer In the ASTP nor did he attain the 
rank of lieutenant colonel in the -United States Army. 

I said he did not know the procedures or assignments 
of personnel who trained under the ASTP Program other 
than these individuals were selected by the Divisional 
Personnel Section. 
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The Few York Oifi 
of another individual named 
as reference by the subject 
District in 1944* 
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for the Manhattan Engineering 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA " 

American Embassy 
Paris 8, France 
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, Date: 


- From: 


January 2l+, 1957 

n 

Director, FBI (A5.6293.1) 
Logat, Paris (65.335) 


Subject: ’GLORGL IvOVAL 
■&£>? Ivj.' r AGrJ> - R 


Re Paris letter 12/4/56. 

l"o further data has been received from 
concerning this rattor. This source is belrr ■fo llowed with 
regard to the lead concerning ! ~~ H and the Bureau 

Hill be furnished any information received, 1ST 
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. V) «* *' 
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Re port of SAf 
7/15/55 reflects that [_ 


1 date d 





jLaboratory 


Protection Division, ORNL, advased that he had no information 
concerning GEORGE KOVAL in his files other than a record of 
being fingerprinted by ORNL as a mathematician 8/15/44. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COHF I^BCE N T I A L 


Reporting Office 

MIAMI 

—-- 

Office of Origin ! 

NEW YORK 

Date 

2/6/57 

Investigative Period 

1/29/57 

TITUE OF CASE 


Report *ade by 

Typed Byt 



| | JHZ: 

azm 

6 

GEORGE KOVAL 

Synopsis t 


1 CHARACTER OF CASE 

| 

i 

i ESPIONAGE - R 

b' 


[ 


1 (retired) unable to r ecall name or 

] handled 


t* 


] who was in charge 


photograph of KOVAL. I 

administrative work for L_ 

of A.S.T.P.. C.C .M.Y, and handle d all assignments of personnel. 
I I was I I and handled "Security.” Does 

not recall any man being transferred to S.E.C., or policy 
concerning assignment. 


/■ 


DETAILS 


- RUG - 

AT PORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA; 


C. 3 or policy 




mem 

REQ REC’D 
DnTE FO 2'I 
HOV/ FDRJ W 
BY „ 




On January 2J. 1957, [ 


](retired). 


advised that he had been assigned to the 


Amy Specialized Training Program (ASTP) at the College of the 
City of New York (CCNY) in either 19^3 or 1944, and had been 
transferred from that assignment to Long Island Medical Colleg e. 
He advi sed that when he was at CCNYI I 

was the l l and I Iwas his 

Administrative Assistant. He also advised that| | 


■BHHm 

Do not write In spaces below 

. . .. . . . ..... 

Copies aade: 

5 - Bureau (65-629H)(RM) 

3 - New York (65-16756)(RM) 

1 - Miami (65-2717) 



.... _■ -' — r - 

a FEB 8 1957 


* 

. / * 

W 1 ' 

1 _ 

1 _ 
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whose first name he did not recall, hut w ho was a lawyer from 
New York C^ty, was the Security Officer, I stated 

that all aRRigniman-hg from personael from AST P were handled by 
I un der the direct s upervision of I I and 

ne oeiieves chat| |was consulted concerning assign¬ 

ments due to his position as Judge Advocate in Charge of Security. 

I 1 stated that he w as*’-the I I ah 

ASTP and held an executive position under I I but did 

not have any classes under his direct supervision. He advised 
that his primary function was the assigning of incoming personnel 
who were received from Governor's Island, and placing them in 
the various dormitories and classrooms to which they were 
assigned. | I advised that his position was "that of 

a glorified Top Sergeant" and that he did not have close contact 
with any of the personnel after they had received their original 
assignments in ASTP. He advised that he did not receive any 
copies of the assignment orders received by the men when they 
left the College and had no information as to where the men were 
assigned when they either finished their work or were dropped 
for various reasons. 


1 |also stated that he had no information 
as to how the men were selected for assignment at ASTP since all 
men reporting for specialized training reverted directly to 
Governor'is Island, from which point they were assigned to the 
various colleges who were part of the ASTP. He advised that 
the first information they would have concerning a man would be 
when he arrived at the College with his orders from Governor's 
Island. 


| 1 examined the photograph of GEORGE KOVAL 

and advised that it was not familiar to him nor did the name of 
KOVAL mean anything to him. He stated that this was not unusual- 
since there were approximately 3*300 men at ASTP while he was 
there and he would meet them on only one or two occasions during 
the entire time of their stay. 

I I also advised that during the entire 

period of his assignment at CCNY, he did not recall of any class 
actually graduating nor could he recall any personnel being 
transferred to the Special Engineering Detachment (SED) at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 



TJr> 

“1 anrl 0 

Vwa-Sncr ■pA'Ptlh 

to interview Colonel 

1 






November 28. 1QS6. at New York, set fo rth an interview with 
I I who is probably 

identical wlth l [ 


bl 


REFERENCES 


Report of SA[ 


], 1/10/57, Newark. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PACE 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO * DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) DATE: February 14, 1957 

§\C, 7/FO (65-6901) 

subject: GEORGE^koVAL 
E3P-R 
00 :NY 



Re New York letter to the Bureau dated January 9, 
1957. Relet, making reference to San Francisco report 
of November 23, 195 6. noted such re port set forth infor¬ 
mation furnished bv l ~l a co-wor ker of subject 

in previo us employment a t URNL. ide ntifying! I 

as subject T I at GRNL and I I 

as another co-worKer, Relet in turn requested WFO contact 

C. A. PALAZZOLQ, Security Branch, ARC_regarding; last 

known whereabouts of I _ \ and set 

forth necessary leads to nave tnem located ana interviewed 
regarding the subject. 

CLEMENT A. PALAZZOLO, Chief, Internal Security 
Branch, Division of Security, AEC, contacted February 1 
and 11, 1957 . re above m atter, has advised that AEC Security 
Records show f " T 'O” clearance to have been terminated 

February 29, 1V5S, at Oak R idge. Tennessee, and lvis l ast 
known forwarding address as l I 

Houston 25 Toxos. PAT.A Z70T O has arlvicPfi that records 

show I I to still have active 

"Q 11 clearance under cognizance of the AEC Lockland Area 
Office, Cincinnati, Ohio, and to be employed as an Engineer 
with the General Electric Nuclear Development Laboratories, 
ANP Department, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Accordingly, the Houston and Cincinnati Offices 
are requested to make effor ts to locate and interview 
I I and surep results. 


\2,. - Bureau 

2 - New York (65-16756) (RM) 
2 - Houston (RM) 

2 - Cincinnati (RM) 

1 - Washington Field 
JRC:ejw 

(9) V 


s>% 


ALt» mromTjjnaiT co^adjed 

heueih is yKaL^ssn ilj) _ 

DATE,^/7^ 





y FEB 19 1957 







WFO 65-6901 


It is not ed that the administrati ve section 
of the report of S Al 1. at New York, 

September 28, 1956, set forth the.following information 
for the benefit of the New Orleans and Miami Offices in 
connection with leads for such offices. Such background 
information is likewise repeated herein for the information 
and assistance of the Houston and Cincinnati Offices, 
which offices do not appear to have received previous 
correspondence in connection with instant matter. 

Investigation concerning the subject has established 
that during 1942 he was^emploved with the REC. NYC. 


During 1945, he was employed in the Health and Physics 
Department of the Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
where he had access to material that could have varied 
from "Unclassified" to In 1948, while ; . T . 

allegedly employed by tfteAtlasTrSding Corporation, NYC, "" |Uj 
as a "commissioned representative," he was issued a passport 
for travel to various European countries, which included 
Poland. On October 6, 1948, he departed the United States 
aboard the "SS AMERICA," destined for Le Havre, France. 

His whereabouts were unknown until May* 1956, at which time 
his aunt and uncle, GOLDIE and HARR¥p*UK5HTEL, residents 
of Sherman Oaks, California, advisen that the subject 
is presently an instructor at the Mendelaiv Institute, 
in Moscow, Russia. 

Information furnished by the^tiURSin'ELs was based 
on a letter written by the subjects father, ABRAM, who 
has been residing in Russia since around 1932. Other than 
the above information, the subjects activities during the 
periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 1941, are unknown. 

Most recently, investigation has been directed 
at determining the nature of the circumstances which led 
to the subject's assignment to the Manhattan Project, at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II, with emphasis 
being given to whether or not that assignment was the 
result of a preconceived plan of the subject or his Soviet 
espionage principals in the United States. 


- 2 - 
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Available background data'.developed in Sioux 
City, -Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native-born United 
States citizen of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States in 1932 with his parents and brothers. 

He possibly resided in Russia or outside the United States 
from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as an electrical 
engineer at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 1932, 
and received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering Degree 
at CCIVY on February 1, 1948. 
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\j^\ Date: 2/26/57 





TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


/DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, NEW YORK? (65-16756) 

OD 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 


ReWFOlet, 9/27/56. 


[ 


] 


Army Specialized Training Unit; (ASPU) at College of 
the City of New York (CCNY), advis ed on 2/26/57. that 
an Amy officer recalled by him as|_ 


c 


“f ormer resident of NJ and a lawyer by profession 1 *. 
^was of the opinion that I I may be able to 


furnish info of value to instant investigation. 


Mr. Tolson_ 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Boardman 
Sir. Behnont. 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Pa>sons~ 
Mrv Ros^n— 
Mr. Tanun _ 


Mr Ti „tci_ 

Mr Nc ue_ 

Tele*. 

Mr H' il r'an_ 
Miss Gcuvdy. 





y <£"/ 




served as his intelligence officer with t he ASPU. CC NY. 

during the approximate period lOlL^-lQ iiii. I I _ 

present whereabouts unknown to I ~| w>~ o recalled l I 

as “ 


b' 


WFO will review appropriate records of 
adjutants’s general's office. Department of the 
Army, Pentagon Building, i n an attempt to ascerta in 
the last known address for|j 
to facilitate an interview witn mm. 


NELLY 


Bureau (RM) 

2 - Washington Field (65-6901)(RM) 
1 - New York (65-16756) 


WCGsrlf 

(7) 


Mr. Belmont* | 


a-®®* 8 * 

£■ S' - &J2 .■/// 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

(65-62911) DATE Feb. 26, 1957 

( 65 - 3981 ) 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, BOSTON 

0 

SUBJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 


7 


1 


Re New York letter to the Director, dated January 9, 1957. 


On February 25, 1957,[ 


Force Cambridge Research Center, 415 Summer Stre 
Massac husetts, was interviewed at his re s id ence 
ffest Acton, Massachusetts, by SA 
stated that he was employed as 




r 


I Air 
Boston. 


i 


in 

xstr 


] 


in the Health 


and Physics Department, Manhattan Engineering District, Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee from 1§44 to 1946. 
He recalled that GEORGE KOVAL worked in the same Department and 
knew h im as a fell ow worker in .the Health and Physics Depart¬ 
ment. I I stated that he did not know of any unusual 

or significant activity of the Subject, such as unusual travel 
from the Base or contacts with individuals not employed or 
otherwise connected with the Manhattan Engineering District. 


C 


the home 


Ireca^ 
of one! 


led that he and KOVAL 


J n one occasion visited 
at Louisvi 


in 1944 or 1945. He stated that[_ 




resided in Louisville and that he and KOVAL and ano ther in- 
dividual whose name he could not recall visited the | | 

home in Louisville just to get away from the Oak Ridge Base 
for a week end. He stated this was the only social contact 
that he could recall having with KOVAL and his other contacts 
with KOVAL were strictly of a professional nature when both 


\ 


\/ were members of the U.S. Army assigned to Oak Ridge, f 

was unable to furnish the identity of any additional contaccs 
or associates of KOVAL. 
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Office Memorandum • united sta^P government. 


tesFi 


to s DIRECTOR, FBI 



DATE: 3/43/57 


« SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 

Cp 

SUBJECT: GEORGEKOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 



/ 


of SA[ 


Re Knoxville letter 2/1/57 captioned as above* 


Tranaralttftd harawith are 5 copies of the report 


5 


dated and captioned as above* 


b7C 


The most recent Investigation in this case 
has been directed at 2 purposes, namely, to establish 
whether or not the subject*s assignment to the Manhattan 
Engineering District (MED), Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and 
Dayton, Ohio, (1944” 191+5) was the result of a preconceived 
plan, or coincidence, and to identify individuals who 
may have been involved with the subject in Soviet 
Espionage activity* The investigation to date, in sub¬ 
stance, has resulted negatively with regard to the above 
objectives* 


In addition to completing investigation presently 
pending to locate and interview TJS Array officers, assigned 
to the ASTP, CCNY, during the period of the subject*s 
assignment to that training unit, the following investigation 
should be conducted prior to closing this case* 

INFORMATION CONTAIN /v^TcoirtcnDV l\ll S LX (If A -i / /W 

smo ISusclassspw* CLASSIFIED BYW40 OY 

u:c2PT where SH3WH DECLASSIFY ON: 25X __( J )(4 J /<, ■— 


ISADS 


KNOXVILLE 









Knoxville will recoc.taet l | regarding the 

following: 

1. Review above mentioned visitor records 
for the name WILLIAM A. ROSE, fo rmer employee of the 
Raven Electric Company, NYC, and I 1 

former employee of the AEC at Oak Ridge, from January, 
1945 to January, 1946, both of whom, according to 
previous investigation, ma y have possibly contacted 
the subject at Oak Ridge* f I has been described 
by a former girlfriend of the subject as having 

stated he was In contact with the subject at Oak_ 

Ridge, during the latter part of World War II* I I 

has emphatically denied on two occasions of having known 
KOVAL* 


2# Determine if visitor records are filed 
in chronological order or by dates, add if so, consider 
feasibility of reviewing or spot checking records during the 
period of subjects tour of duty at Oak Ridge, 8/15/44 “ 
6/25/45* 


The above lead is believed significant in that 
it affords an opportunity to identify possible contacts 
of the subject during his assignment at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee* 

CINCINNATI 


Contact security officer, AEC Area Office, 
Mound Laboratory, Miamisburg, Ohio, (former site of MED, 
Dayton Area, Ohio)«andr attempt to Identify visitors 
subject may have had during his tour of duty with the 
MED at Dayton, 6/25/45 - January, 1946* Also re view 
visitor record s for names of WILLIAM A. ROSE and ] 


BOSTON 

of 

_Will verify reported date/birth of | _| 

I I at Cambridge, Massachusetts, on 11/19/lb* 





V 




NY 65 -I 6756 


Will conduct appropriate agprmy checks to 
develope background information regarding l | in an 
attempt, to verify information previously furnished by 
_|to this Bureau. 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

1. Will at the Passport Office, Department 
of State, ascertain status of subject's citizenship 
in view of his apparent residence in Russia and his 
absence from the US since 1943. Also ascertain if 
evidence of subject's residence in Russia would be 

sufficient to effectf/his denaturalization. 

■* 

2. Will recontact C. A. PALAZZOLO, AEC, 
regarding the identity of the investigative agency 
which conducted the "clearance investigation" concerning 
the subject. It Is noted that \JP01et II/ 19/56 in this 
case reported results of initial contact at the AEC 
which disclosed that the subject's references had been 
contacted concerning the subject during August, 1944, 
which was just prior to his assignment with the MED 

at Oak Ridge. Based upon the subject's known assignments 
with the MED, it appears that he would have been 
investigated to a greater extent thah the presently 
known information indicates. Inasmuch as the majority 
of the background information that the subject listed 
for the MED v/as fictitious, it is significant to locate 
a record of his original clearance investigation, if any. 

BUREAU 



j 

f 
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Will consider the advisability of conducting 
the following investigation: 

W. 
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described Array Specialized Training 
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400 trainees and segment of ASTU? 
.’’described subject's name and photograph 
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from ASTP, CCNY, could have possibly* 
been result of preconceived plan. 

| stated he was officer in 
US Army from 1942 - 1946; described 
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NY 65-16756 
DETAILS: 

Interviews with former United States Army 
Staff Officers, Acrax Specialized Training 
Unit, College of/City of New York, 1943 - 1944. 


[ 


] 


nnitert states ttniv BeXSTei 


New York City, New York 


I Iwas Interviewed on December 19. 

1956, by SAS I ; ~ zn ■ 

and redbntaeted on February 26, 1957 , by SA |_| 

and advised as follows; 

He was assigned as * he l , I ' , , I 

of the Army.Specialized Training Unit (ASTU) at the 
College of/Cify of New York (CCNY), New York City, 
during the approximate period of 1942 through August, 

1944. He retired from military service in August, b7c 

1944, because of a throat affliction. 

A photograph of the subject taken during 
1948 and the subject's name were described as "unknown” r by | | 

Regarding subject's assignment from the Army 
Specialized Training Program {ASTP), CCNY, to the 
Manhattan Engineer ing District ( MED), Oak Ridge,National 
Laboratory (ORNL), | | commented as follows: 

The°ASTP was a segment of the United States 
Army training program at CCNY, known as the "ASTU". 

The ASTP consisted of approximately 350 to 400 trainees 
who were selected at basic training centers on the 
basis of aptitude tests and previous education, 
for advanced technical training. The ASTP training 
at CCNY was terminated abruptly during August, 1944, 






Tftiich h appened ufro be concurrent with the timeodf l 
I | "medical retirement" from the United States 

Army* The orders relating to ASTP assignments from 
CCNY were received at the Second Army Headquarters, 

90 Church Street, New York City. Because his retirement 

from the United States Army occurred at the same _ 

time as the termination of the ASTP at CCNY, I I 

| was unable to furnish any information regarding 
the nature or disposition of ASTP assignments from CCNY. 


_Regarding subject»s assignment to the ORNL, 

I I stated that the assignment could have 

possibly been the result of a preconceived plan if the 
subject had colluded with a faculty member of the CCNY 
or a "highly placed" membe r of the Armed Forces, in 
explanation, | I stated that to his recollection 

"a goodly number" of the faculty members of CCNY during 
and prior to 1944 performed some assignment in connection 
with the MED. He described as conceivable that the 
subject's acceptance into the ASTP and subsequent 
assignment from that program -o the ORNL could have 
resulted from the influen ce of a "well informed member 
of the faculty at CCNY". I I was unable to 

recall any CCNY faculty members whose recalled activities 
at CCNY would suggest the possibility of their involvement 
with the subject in Soviet Espionage. 


I I suggested contact with the following 
individuals whom he described as possibly being able 
to furnish information regarding the ASTP, CCNY: 

I 1 United States Army 

Reserve, (USAR) Intelligence Officer, ASTP, 1942-1944? 
former resident of New jersey and a lawyer by profession. 


(FNU) I I CCNY, 

during the approximate period of 1943-1944» believed to 
be a current resident of New York City. 



b 
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USAR. I 
Chicago. 



1957, by SAS I 
advised as follows: 


1 was interviewed on Janu ary 14, 

1 and 


He was born l I in Hungary. 

He served in the United States Army from 1942 to 1946. 
He entered the United States Army during June, 1942, 
at Governor's Island, New York, Hftd was attached 
to Company A and Company B, 101st Engineers Battalion, 
26th Division, Fort Jackson, South Carolina, where he 
remained until January, 1944. His subsequent service 
was at the Region Hospital, Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina. He presently has a rank of Captain in the 
USAR. 


Upon being apprised of the subject's 
name, and known descriptive data, and upon observing 
a photograph of the subject taken during 1Q4 8. he 
described GEORGE KOVAL as "unknown" to him. I I 

stated that he did not attend CCNY and was not assigned 
to the ASTP or ASTU during his Army service. 

I I recalled that some of the mbmbers of the 
United States Army who had taken ASTP training at CCNY, 
whose names he could not presently recall, had been 
members of his battalion at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 

Concerning the above, it is^n^ted^that in a 
Questi onnaire executed during 1944./ MED . ORNL . the subject _ , 

listed [ _ I Engineers * 

APO 26" as a reference. 

I I who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, made available information on May 8, 1955, 
which disclosed that the subject was assigned to Fort 
Jackson. South Carolina, for his United States Army 
basic training during 1943. 


b* 


/ 
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aimnurst, Long island. New York 

| I wa b interviewed on 

January lb, iy5Y, by SAlland advised as follows: 


He was assigned to the ASTU, CONY, with 
the rank of Major for approximately three months during 
1944. To the best of his recollection he had no 
connection with the ASTP Unit of the ASTU and could 

recall no information concerning that -training unit. b7C 

His duty at CCNY was primarily restricted to drilling 
and instructing ROTC trainees, which group had no 
connection with the ASTP. 

The photograph of the subject taken during 
1948 and the name GEORGE KOVAL were described as 
"unknown." 


Forest Hills, New York 


L_i - 1 I was interviewed on February 54 

1957, by SAl [and advised as follows: 


Hewas assigned to the ASTU, CCNY, with 
the rank of Captain for approximately a three month 
period during the early part of 1944. His duty at 
CCNY was with the "Instructional Staff" of the ASTU 
and to his recollection he had no contact with the 
ASTP. The subject's name and photograph were described 
as "unknown." 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Regarding Information Furnished By 


-JB AH 


b2 

b7D 
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Long Island, New York, I I USAR. 

assigned to the ASTP, CCN Y, 1943-19 44, when interviewed 
on October 5. 1996. bv RAI I identified EPHRAIM 

MICHOELSON, i I Bronx, New York, as a 

former non-commissioned officer who was assigned to the 
Adjutant's Office at CCNY, during the approximate 
period of 1943-1945. 


Bronx, New York, advised Sa I I on December 27. ' 

1956, that her husband EPHRAIM has been deceased since 
February, 1954* She stated her deceased husband 
served with the united States Army during World War 
11, and believed he had been stationed at CCNY. 


Regarding^ 


] USAR 


atl 


| of the apartment house 
lKew Gardens, Long island. New 


York, advised 


SA I I on January l8, 1957, that 

]and family resided in apartment A at 


that address until January 31, 1954. [ 
unab le to loc ate a forwarding address for I ~ 
that | I as of 1953, listed his employment 


A 

1 who 


] 


was 

advised 


as 



(nfjBnuL 
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| L. Buchman and Company, incorporated, 
-lou Button street, Brooklyn, New York, since 1947* 

Concerning!|the following 

is noted; 


Records of the Organizational Rosters of the 
ASTU at CCNY filed at the United States Army Records 
Center at at. y mis, Missouri, and reviewed by SE 
Ion Augu st 29, 195b, disclosed that 
1 a resident of Long Island, 

New York, during 1947> was assigned to the ASTP, CCNY, 
during the period of 1943-1944* 

Regarding;! I 

_ I I Alumni Association, CCNY , advised 

SAl I on December 18, 195b, that ! I 

I I was graduated from CCNY on June 22, 1948, with 

a degree of Bachelor of Electri cal Engineering. At the 
time of his graduation.! I listed his residence as 

being at | [ Bronx, New York. 


Avenue, Bronx, New York, advised on January 4> 1957, 
that the tenancy records of that apartment house were 
recently destroyed through tie yea r 1952. It was noted 
th at no one by the name of I 1 13 a current resident 

at | | Bronx, New York. 

-P- 










INFORMANTS 


\ 


N 


' DATE OP ACTIVITY 

IDENTITY AND DESCRIPTION DATE 

OF SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 




AGENT TO FILE NO* 

WHOM WHERE 

FURNISHED LOCATED 

SB I 


Bureau 65..16756-I63 

(made available 
to Bureau by 
Legat, Paris 
let 9 / 27 / 56 ) 



No additional info re 

q 


Bureau 65-I6756-I7O 

(made available 
to Bureau by 
Legat, Paris let 
12 / 4 / 56 ) 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the 
report only in those instances where the identities of the 
sources must be concealed* 


bl 
b2 
b7C 
b>7 D 


LEADS 


NEW YORK 


At Baldwin, New York 


» Will at tempt to locate^ and interviewf 

I trrt t vs 1_J. 1 _ ^ •»_ _ _ * _ _ ■ ^ ■ 


1 


USAR, last known to b e residing at l ~1 
Baldwin, NY. ^ ~1 should be questioned 


regarding subject and his knowledge of the ASTP, CCNY* 


; " op, 
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>■ 

New York, New York 



1. Will attempt to locate and interview the 
following regarding their knowledge of ASTP, CCNY, and 
subject's assignment from the ASTP, CCNY, to the MED, 
Oak Ridge: 


[ 


I L. Buchman 


and Company, 100 Sutton Street, Brooklyn, New york. 



2. Will report results of investigation 
requested of WFQ rega rding last known whereabouts of 
l I. former Intelligence Officer, 

ASTP, CCNY. 


3/ Will conduct appropriate record checks 
in an attempt to locate and interview] 
former associate of subject. 1 - 

I- 1 4. Will attempt to locate and intervievl 

I I a graduate student employed in the Zoology 

Department at Columbia University, 1948, who was 
possibly acquainted with the subject during 1948. 


[ 


^ m n recontact! 


] 


] Flushing, long Island, New Xork, concerning 
his exact assignment with the ASTP, CCNY. It is 
note$’ severa^ fmrnep officers Of the ASTP, CCNY, 


have advised /tha.,_ 

of the ASTP*:, to which[ 


T was the Adjutant Officer 

lmade no reference when he 


was originally interviewed during October, 1956. 

-* ■* * 


REFERENCE 


WJ 


at NY. 


Report of SA 


Jdated 11/28/56 




b' 
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DEOASSIFi On. 
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Regarding George Koval 


March 11, 1957 

as* xnrenurtov connmm 

SSStEIH IS UHCLASSrPIEB 
8SC£P? fcliERE SB?S» 

SSXKBWISS b7C 


Investigation concerning George Koval has 
established that during 1942, he was e mr>1 oved with t he 
Raven Electric Company. New York City. I 


T 




During 
while a 


the period August 15,1944 - January, 1946, 
member of the United States Army, Koval was assigned 
to the Manhattan Engineering District (MED), Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee and Dayton, Ohio, where he reportedly had 
access to information that could have varied from "Classified” 

tO ’^TOg^S;|j: 

In *1948, while allegedly employed by the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, Mew York City, as a "Commissioned 
Representative," Koval was issued a passport for travel 
to various European countries, which included Poland. 

No record of employment with the Atlas Trading Corporation, 

New York.City, could be located for Koval. 


On October 6, 1948, he departed the United 
States aboard the "SS America," destined for Le Havre, 
France. His whereabouts were unknown until May, 1956, 
at which time his aunt and uncle, Goldie and Harry 
Gurshtel, residents of Sherman Oaks, California, advised 
that the subject is presently an instructor at the 
Mendelaiv Institute, in Moscow, Russia. 


Information furnished by the Gurshtels was 
based on a letter written by the subject's father, 

Abram, who has been residing in Russia since around 1932. 
Other than the above information, the subject's activities 
during the periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 1941, 
are unknown. 


Most recently, investigation has been directed 
at determining the nature of the circumstances which 
led to the subject's assignment to the Manhattan Project, 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II, with 
emphasis being given to whether or not that assignment 
was the result of a preconceived plan of the subject 
or his Soviet espionage principals in the United States. 


copies destroyed 

R 468 dec q 1960 



decla 
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Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa reflects that Koval is a native born United 
States citizen, of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States in 1932, with his parents and brothers. He 
possibly resided in Russia or outside the United States 
from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as an electrical 
engineer at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 
1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering 
Degree at College of the City of New York (CCNY) on 
February 1, 1948. 


Jsj 

Am 


4 should include display of subject’s photograph 
pprisal of subject's known description which 
is as follows: 


I-tie. 

Kj-r 

o- 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Occupation 
Di stinguishing 
Features 


George Koval 
Male 
White 

December 25* 1913* Sioux City, 
Iowa 
6 feet 

270-175 pounds 
Black - dark brown 
Brown 

Medium - dark 
Electrical Engineer 
Wears glasses; acne condition 
on face. 
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Legal Attache, Ottawa (Original At 1) 


SfCORDED ifj 


rdrector, FBI (65-63911) 

C&JRQS KOVAL 

wpiamin - n 



"Arch 35, I95P 


|v? 




,r 


t 


For the tnformtinr* of the New York Office, if 
the maorandum concerning Koval has been classified >< 
"Conf idential" at the Bureau and any copies in the 
I7ew York Office should also be so classified • 
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* FORM NO 64 


Office Memo^^dum • UNITED STA^^OVERNMENf 




SUBJECT. 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE 3/27/57 


.^AC, 


WFO (65-6901) 


GEORGE ^VAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(OOiNY) 


V 


<S7/\ 


Re New York airtel to Bureau dated 2/26/57* 

I Army Specialized 

Training Unit (ASTU), at Colle ge of the City of New York 
(CCNY), to the effect that one I I had 

served as an Intelligence Officer with A STU du ring the 
approxi mate p eriod of 1943-1944 and that I I was of the 
opinionl |might be able to furnish information of 

value to instant investigation. It was s tated that 
H present whereabouts is unknown to l l and 
I'JFO was accordingly requested to make efforts to ascer¬ 
tain the last known address of I I through records of 

the Adjutant General’s Office (AGO). Department of th e 
Army. R eferenc ed airtel added information that l I 

recalled I 1 merely as a former resident of Hew Jersey 

and a lawyer by profession. 

I__ ~| Office of Locator Files, 

AGO, on J/22/57, a dvised that he has bee n unable to 
identify the above I among AGO 

Locator records ana that in the absence of further 
personal data he does not feel such person can be 
identified with the li mited information reflected on 
Locator Cards. I I suggestec that ASTU Organizational 

Records would seem to afford the most likely source for 
the desired information. 


0 - Bureau 

2 - New York (65-16756)(fiM) 
2 - St. Louis (65-1914)(HK) 
1 - LTO 

JRC:jah , 

(7) 










a MAR 28 1957 


ALt BTOBKAT!C»r SofTTATSED 




WFO 65-6901 
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In above regard it is noted St, Louis letter to 
Bureau, dated 9/6/50, reflects previous attention to the 
Organizational Rosters for the 7225th ASTU, CCNY, and 
includes a listing of officers shown to have been attached 
to such organization in 1943-44, as well as officers 
listed to the 12l8th_ ASTU. including the above-mentioned 

It is rioted that the name of 
was not previously shown to have been 


affiliated with either of the above organizations. 


In view of negative re sults in efforts to 
identify a | ~| through Locator Piles, 

AGO, and in view of the above advice, it is requested 
St. Louis cause a recheck to be made of pertinent ASTU 
Organizational Piles, at the Miscellaneous Record 
Section, DOL-PRC, in further attention to the interest 
of identifying and ar ranging for interview of the above 
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Legal Attache, Ottawa (65-375 ) (orig, A l) April 4, 1957 
RHordfj) - Director, KBI (65-63911) 


aSOROT KOVAL 
FSPIONAOE * R 



Reumemo 3-27-57, 

Enclosed is photog&pk of subject • 
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Tolson _ 

Nichols_ 

Boardman . 
Belmont _ 

Mason _ 

Mohr_ 


Parsons 
Rosen _ 
Tamm _ 
Nease _ 
Wmterrowd 
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Holfo&aft 
Gandy 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy 




Part's 


Prance 


Date: 

Ll° : 

Prom: 


narch 23, 1957 

lireetor, ^BI (65-62911) 

Legal Attache, Paris (£5-335) 

v.mr. 



Sub j ec t: GZORGI y UL 
SSPIOK riGE - A 

Ae Paris lot 1/24/57. 

—rjlo date, no information has been received from 
the I I I in this matter. Every effort is being made to 

obtain acTion in this matter. ban 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

HOUSTON 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE 

iAPR x - 1957 ! 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

3/19/57_ 


TITLE OF CASE 

s • 


REPORT MADE BY 

1 

- 1 __ 

TYPED BY 

md b7 

y/ GEORGEkKOVAL ! 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 

r 


SYNOPSIS 


L Houston, Texas, served as Subject’s 
supervisor at Oak Ridge Laboratories for two or 
three years during period 19^5 - 19^9.. exact dates not 
recalled. States Subject one of group of United States 
Army enlisted men assigned to work at Oak Ridge, and 
resided in barracks with other enlisted personnel. 

I states Subject's selection for this work by 
United States Army ^apparently # based on educational 
background and not on recommendations of individuals. 
Subject's duties required general and specif ic knowledg e 
of classified work being done at Oak Ridge. | '| 

not acquainted with Subjec t's relatives or civili an 
employment record. States ^" | reported 




b* 


having seen Subject m Eastern 
1951 or 19 52. although[ 

^ had no reason 


to 


/ tu kc-o 


un ited states in approximately 
I not sure of dates. 
question Subject's loyalty. 
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APPROVED /%/Xp , 
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DETAILS : AT HOUSTON, TEXAS: 

I I employed by 

Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Company, 1 626 Old S panish 
Trail, was interviewed on March 19, 1957.advised 
he served as GEORGE KOVAL's supervisor and worked closely 
with KOVAL for approximately two or three years during 
the period 19^5 to 19^9 > although he cannot recall the 
exact dates of his acquaintance with Subject. KOVAL was 
an enlisted man in the United Sfetes Arriv during the 
period of his employment at Oak Ridge and | | 

does not believe Subject came back to Oak Ridge as a 
civilian employee, as did numerous other former Army 
personnel. KOVAL had some backgr ound in electrical 
engineering, although, ! | does not believe he had 

a degree. It is his recollection that Subject planned 
to return to college after his release from the Army. 

I I stated that Subject was one of a group 

of approximately 100 enlisted personnel who were assigned 
to the Oak Ridge Laboratories during that period. He 
believes that KOVAL continued to draw his normal 

Arm.v nav and became a Sergeant before he left Oak Ridge. 

I | stated Subject held the title of "Health Physics 

Surveyor", described as a safety man who checked-on health 
hazards , created by radioactivity. It i ^ ] ~belief 

that Subject and other members of his group were selected 
for and assigned to the Oak Ridge Laboratories on the basis 
of their educational background, as reflected in their 
Army records. He recalls that Subject was apparently 
not acquainted with other employees at Oak Ridge prior 
to his arrival there and Subject was not employed on the 
basis of recommendations made by anyone known to I 

| | further advised that Subject would 

necessarily have had a general knowledge of the type of 
work being done m various areas at Oak Ridge, including 
knowledge of specific operation of a classified nature. 
Subject was described as a conscie ntious worke r vfho seemed 
to be discreet and nothing came td I attention 

which would indicate that Subject ever compromised any 
restricted data. 
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I I does not recall anything concerning 

Subject’s background except that he came from Iowa, 
and had previously attended either the University of 
Iowa or Iowa State University. He believes tha t Subject 
once remarked that his father was a carpenter. I I 

never met any of Subject's relatives. Subject was not 
married during his service at Oak Ridge and resided in 
a barracks building a long with ot her unnamed enlisted 
men. Subject visited l I residence on two or 

three occasions which was the extent of their social 
acquaintance. 

I | remembers that Subject made reference 

to New York City on several occasions but cannot recall 
whether Subject stated he lived there or visited there 
while on furlough. He has no recollections of Subject having 
stated he worked m New York City and Subject never 
mentioned having previously worked i n a radio parts house or 
an electrical supply house. I I nointed out he had b7C 

no reason to probe into Subject's background, training, 
or security, inasmuch as those matters were the 
reqjonsibility of the United States Army which had 
complete control of the Oak Ridge operation at that 
time. He can recall no instances in which Subject 
exhibited any unusual curiosity concerning work not 
specifically related to his own duties. 

Subject made no remarks to ! I indicating 

that he or any of his relatives had traveled or resided 
in any foreign country. 

I I recalls that Subject had one friend at 

Oak Ridge who was working in an area which was closed 
shortly after the end of Wor ld VJar II j He believes this 
individual's last n ame" to b el ~lp r l L and his first 
name w as possibly I lorl | . Sub.iec t recommende d 

I I to l I and I I was employed by I I 

after h is previous ass lgnement was terminated. I ~l 

recalls I I who nre<«tous ly worked with Subject, 

but indicated I l or | | was a separate individual. 

■ ^ I b7C 

Af*.r‘nr»rH ng to |_| Who Was 

\ of the Health Physics Department at Oak Ridge, 

V 
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when he and Subject were there still hids that position 
and should have records of other enlisted men who resided 
in the barr acks with Su bject and probably knew Subject 
better than I I It is I I belief of 

the 100 enlisted men in Subject's group, 10 or 15 probably 
are still employed at Oak Ridge, 

I I further stated that I I 

(or ! I was also assigned to the Healuh Physics Department 
at Oak Ridge during the above neri.nri . Snb iect at one 
time worked u nder u he supervision of I L In approximately 
1951 or 1952. 1~~ I made a business trio throug h the Eastern 
United States and later reported to l ( that he 

had seen Subject In an ea stern city, the name of which | 

cannot now recall. I I sta ted tha t Subject was then _ 

completing his college work. I l according to l I. 

asked KOVAL if he would be interested in coming back 
to Oak Ridge when he graduated. Subject reportedly 
replied that he was not interested in retur ning. 
inasmuch as he was interested in "big power." I I 

explained that this e xpression rel ates to public utility 
type of elec tric w ork. I fc best recollection at this 

time is that ! I reported se eing Subject in either 1951 
or 1952, although I I added that du e to the la^ 

time he cann ot be sure of the exa.eb time. I I 

believes that I I is presently on the faculty 

of the University of Pittsburgh teaching health physics. 


0 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


t t Is noted that I I supplied the 

I the Health Physics 

Department^ Oak Ridge, as a person who could identify 
other former associates of Subject. Inasmuch as this office 
is not aware of the scope of investigation previously 
conducted by Knoxville, the desirability of additional 
leads based on the above information is being left for 
decision by New York as Office of Origin. 

For the information of Pittsburgh, which office may 
not have received past information in this case, the 
following background information taken from Washington 
Field Office letter dated February 14, 1957 > is being 
set forth: 

Investigation concerning the Subject has 
established that d uring 1942, he was employed with the 
REG, New York CitvJ 

I During 1Q4S. he was employed in the 
Health and Physics Department of the Manhattan Project, 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where he had access to material 
that could have varied from "Unclassified" to^2335p==See3zSjnZ! 

In 1948, while allegedly employed by the Atlas Trading 
Corporation, New York City, as a "commissioned representative, 
he was issued a passport for travel to various European 
countries, which included Poland. On October 6, 1948, he 
departed the United States aboard the "SS AMERICA," destined 
for Le Havre, France. His whereabouts "/ere unknown until 
May, 1956, at which time his aunt and uncle, GOLDIE and 
HARRY GURSHTEL, residents of Sherman Oaks, California, 
advised that the Subject is presently an instructor at the 
Mendelaiv Institute, in Moscow, Russia. 

Information furnished by the GURSHTELs was based 
on a letter written by the Subject's father, ABRAM, who 
has been residing in Russia since around 1932. Other 
than the above information, the Subject's activities 
during the periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 19 il l, 
are unknown. 

Most recently, investigation has been directed 
at determining the nature of the circumstances which led 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


to the Subject’s assignment to the Manhattan Project, 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II, with 
emphasis being given to whether or not that assignment 
was the result of a preconceived plan of the Subject 
or his Soviet espbnage principals in the United States. 

Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native-born United 
States citizen of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States m 1932, with his parents and brothers. 

He possibly resided in Russia or outside the United 
States from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as 
an electrical engineer at the University of Iowa during 
1929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical 
Engineering Degree at CCNY on February 1, 1948. 

LEADS 


PITTSBURGH 

AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

_ Will l ocate and Interview I l or 

I I reportedly on the faculty of the University 

of Pitt sburgh. Will obtain a]l information in 
I I possession concerning the background, associates 

and civilian employment of Subject, with particular 
empha sis on securing the exact date and place v/ere 
I H ast saw the Subject. 

KNOXVILLE: (INFORMATION) 

One copy of this report is being designated for 
Knoxville inasmuch as that office may be required to 
conduct investigation based on information contained 
herein. 


REFERENCE 


Washington Field Office letter to Bureau, dated 2/14/57 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Reporting Office 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 

1 Bate 

! 4/157/57 

Investigative Period 

2/26; 3/17 , 22,26; 4/1,4/57 


GEORGE KOVAL 


) 


l 


mrs b7( 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


ynopslo: 


V 

/ 


I I AEC Headquarters, recalls 

KOVAL as Engineer f s Aide in military status, assigned 
to Instrument Unit of Health, Physics Department, C linton 
Engineering Works, (MED), Oak Ridge, Tennessee. when l I 

became employed in same department in 8/44* I I had 

only limited contact with KOVAL and unable to furnish any 
personal data* Believes KOVAL transferre d to a nother MED 
protect at pavton, Ohio, 5-6 months after j | came to 
Oak Ridge* I I volunteered information of a later chance 

meeting with KOVAL in about 8/47, at a public gathering ’ o 4 ^* 
held at a private estate near ffestbu rv. Long Island, N. Y., o; 
attended by he nry a. WALLACE." I I states he and a 
married couple. I l and wife, all then 

residing in guest house at AEC, Brookhaven National Laboratory, 
had gone to Westbury merely out of curiosity to see the 
estate; having been reminded of the estate in hearing that 
some nature of public rally was to be held there* States 
, they remained only a short while after seeing wat.i.ace and conclud- 
Atvgted the affair was strictly political in nature* | | 

said, while there, he saw KOVAL standing alone in the 
crowd, conversed with him very briefly and recalls only 


b' 
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a statement by KOVAL to the affect he was then continuing 
engineering studies in NYC, Recheck of Passport file and 
MED file pertaining to KOVAL noted no additional pertinent 
information not previously reported, 

- RUC - 


DETAILS: AT WASHj p ffi PN^n.r. 

I I Division of Biology 

and Medicine, Atomic Energy Commission, (ABC) Headquarters, 
contacted on March 22, 1957, advised that he first came to 
know of KOV AL*s identity in about August, 1944, shortly 
after | I became employed as a Junior Physicist, assigned 
to the Health, Physics Department of the Clinton Engineering 
Works, a part of the Manhattan Engineering Dist rict (ME D) * 
project, at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, According to | I > 

KOVAL, an Engineer's Aide in military status, was attached 
to the same department, a ssigned to the Instruments Unit 
of the Development Group. I I added that he himself was 

specifically assigned to the Health,-Physics Group of the 
same Department, 

I I said that while he had no regular occasion 

for other than limited contact with the subject, he did'.-' 
come to have a speaking acquaintance with KOVAL through 
very general contact in their working areas, but had 
no further extent of contact with subject and consequently 
learned little or nothing concerning him personally and,«s 
therefore, unable to furnish any data in this regard concerning 
KOVAL, 


He noted that KOVAL, while at Oak Ridge, T ennesse 


was quartered with other mil itary 
lodged in civilian quarters* 


t 


>ersonnel while he, 
stated he recalled that 


'^nnssse^ 


£ 


or 


KOVAL was transferred to another MED project near Dayton 

ix months after I 
further recollection 
he Da lton area as o ne 


about fixe. 
It was 


(Miamisburg), Ohio, 
came to Oak Ridge, 
that KOVAL had been dispatched to 
of a special radiation group,including a 


whom 
employee. 


one 

"ABC 




/ 


believ es is still in the Dayton area as an AEC 
I I said that in view of his limited contact 
and knowledge of KOVAL, he is unable to suggest any persons 
known by him to be close associates of the subject or persons 
who might have more direct or personal knowledge concerning 
KOVAL, other than members of KOVAL's immediate working group. 
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j 


I [ volunteered information that he later, In 
about August, 1947, had another contact with subject by 
chance, at a gathering believed to be a political rally 
in support of HENRY A. WALLACE, which gathering was at 
an est ate ho me near Westbury, Long islan d. New York, which 


estatflf 


P 

J as 


_believes was then the home oi l - 

associated with "New Republic” magazine* |_ 


? 


in this regard, offered the explanation that he was 
assigned to the ABC, Brookhaven National Laboratory, at the 
time, where h e had 
"Lindonmere.” [_ 


f 


uarters in a facility guest house, 
said that a young married couple, 


also then residing at "Lindonmere," had accompanied him 
to Westbury and that they had made the trip merely put 
of curiosity and in the interest of seeing the estate, 
which they had previously heard was quite fabulous.: 


He stated that sometime just previous to their 
trip to Westbury, they:feiad been reminded of the estate and 
prompted to go see it on hearing that s ome natu re of 


I on occasion 


SCU] 

public gathering was to be held there. [__ 

of first contact, stated that he was then unable to recall 
the names of the married couple who had accompanied Him, 

a /,>/. /-I __ j)i*s+ c *<’ r 

| ('subsequently'oil April 4, 1957, was 
recontacted, ax which time he stated that having further 


pr nmnt^d hia memory. 
as[ 


he now renallw 


3 


e name of the couple 
He added that | | 


at th at time, was a Chemist also employed at Brookhaven. 

I I stated that he may also possibly have had a girlfriend 
along, but he is unable to recall specifically whether he 
had or had not. He added, however, that none of the party 
had had any advance knowledge of the nature of the gathering 
and likewise no other promptings in visiting the estate other 
than stated above. 


I I in further attention to the above gathering, 

stated recollection that upon arrival at the rally, he 
and his friends were most surprised to learn that HENRY A. 
WALLACE was present and thus they concluded that the gathering 
was strictly politic al in nature: consequently, they remained 
only a short while. I I said that, however, during this 
period, he recognized KOVAL standing alone in the crowd and 
sought KOVAL out merely to say "Hello” to him. 
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According to | 1 t hey co nversed very briefly 
and along only general lines, I I stated that his only 
present recollection of any statements by KOVAL was 
something to the effect that he, KOVAL , was then continuing 
engineering studies in New York City. ||stated that he 
and his friends left shortly thereafter ana that he did 
not notice any other persons there whom he recognized nor 
any persons who appeared to be in company or c ontact w ith 
KOVAL. I I added that KOVAL was not known to ! I 

friends and that he did not introduce them to KOVAL. 

I I in conclusion, furnished assurance that 
since seen nor heard from KOVAL. 

A recheck of subject's Passport file at the 
Passport Office, Department of State, April 1, 1957, 
noted no additional information hot previously reported. 

A recheck of the MED security records pertaining 
to KOVAL, made available by CLEMENT A. PALAZZOLO, Chief, 
Internal Security Branch, Division of Security, AEC, 
on March 26, 1957, likewise noted ^additional pertinent 
information not previously reported. 
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administrative 


It will be not ed that instant rep ort sets out 


t 


gport sets < 
J currently 


results of interview with 
employed as a Physicist, Division of Biology and Medicine, 
AEC Headquarters, wherein! I stated recollections of 
KOVAL as a person he had known only th rough work at Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee in 1944* It is noted l I also stated 
recollection that KOVAL was transferred to another MED 
project fro m five to ai-y m onth s late r with a special group 
including a^ 


be employed in the Dayton area by AEC, 


] whom ! I believed to still 


In reference to the above I _ | it is 

noted that security file pertaining to KOVAL maintained 
by the Divis ion of Security. A EC T contains a copy of 
report of SA||dated 4/30/56 at Cincinnati, 
in instant matter, reflecting ah interview with|” 
of the AEC installation at Dayton, In this regard 
CLEMENT A, PALAZZ0L0, Chief, Internal Securit y Branch. 

AEC, has furnished comments to the affect that) | 

name, along with names of all other known members of 
MED groups to which KOVAL was assigned during 1943, - 1945, 
have been previously furnished the Bureau in this matter. 


Records Of WFO re flect an AKA—E in vast.igation 
was conducted pertaining to| in 1947, 

(Bufile 116-11225; WFO 116-TI255T7I A check of WFO records 
as well as ajcheck of the AEC Headquarters file pertaining 
tdI noted no derogatory information. 


Records of WFO and Division of Security, AEC, 
lik ewise disclose no der ogatory inf ormation identifiab le 
with ! l or his wife ! I 

who, according to | \ accompanied him to a public gathering 

at Westbury, Long Island, in about August, 1947, at which 
gathering HENRY A, WALLACE was present. 


Records of the Security Division, AEC, show|_ 

to have been granted a "Q" AEC clearance 10/27/47 at 
Brookhaven and that such clearance was terminated 12/31/49, 
at whic h time his forwarding address was listed as^ 

| Pasadena, California, 


REFERENCE: New York letters to Bureau 1/9/57 & 3/11/57, 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


date 4/17/57 


/ 

-/ 


! 


FROM 


\\Xs 

i3AC, WFO (65-6901) 

Q 

subject GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(00: NEW YORK) 




Re New York letter to Bureau 3/11/57, 

Enclosed herewit h for the Burea u and New York 
are copies of report of SA | | which report 

reflects results of rechecks of the Passport and MED security 
file;pertaining to KOVAL, to the effect that such rechecks 
noted no further pertinent information not previously 
reported. 




In connection with attention to such records and 
in compliance with the request to WFO as set forth in re 
New York letter, subject’ s citizenship status was discussed 
informally on 4/1/57 with I I WFO 

established contact and Assistant Director of the Passport 
Office, Department of State. 

During this discussion, f I volunteere 

opinion that in the absence of a formal proof of some open 
expatriative acts by the subject, such as a disavowal of 
allegiance to the United States or formal declaration of 
allegiance to another country, it did not appear to him that 
the Government is in possession of sufficient evidence to 
bring about expatriation o|» a native born citizen residing 
abroad, as is the subject' 



In rega rd to subject's present citizenship 
status, | I commented that while the subject may be 

considered a dual-national by the Russians, on the basis of 
the Russian birth of his parents, he nevertheless has 
natural United States citizenship by virtue of his 
American birth and, under the laws of the United 
States, remains an American citizen so long as he 
commits no expatriative acts. 


- Bureau (Ends.-5) 

- New York (65-16756) 

- WFO 


(Ends.-3) 


(RM) 


*'/// , 



1 C l TL_VZ-J 


b* 


fa JRC:mrs/ajp 

•6? APR 3 0%? 



/ 

<0 


.\ 

\.r' 


X. . 
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In line with the above advise, it is noted that 
a formal renunciation before a diplomatic or consular officer 
of the United States in a foreign state, would appear to 
provide a basis for expatriation of a United States citizen 
residing abroad. On the bhsis of information now known, 
it also appears that KOVAL has elected to remain in Russia 
as a permanent resident and has evidenced no intention of 
ever returning to the United States. It occurs to WFO that 
if an interview with subject could be effected by State 
Department officials in Russia, such interview might bring 
about a formal renunciation of United States citizenship 
by the subject as well as possibly providing some further 
background information of interest and value to instant 
investigation. 

Such possibility is, therefore, being called to 
the attention of the Bureau for any further consideration 
which the Bureau may feel warranted. 

Questions raised in referenced New York letter 
concerned with subjects MED clearance were discussed with 
CLEMENT A. PALAZZOLO, Chief, Internal Security Branch, 

Division of Security, AEC, 3/26/57. PALAZZOLO, during such 
discussion, reiterated that previous attention to all logical 
AEC sources had failed to identify any further information, 
relating to such clearance^ in addition to materials previously 
retained at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and later transferred to 
PALAZZOLO*s office. PALAZZOLO, in turn, made such materials 
available, a recheck of which noted no additional personal 
information or investigative data not previously reported 
in instant matter. 

In attention to authority for subject’s MED 
clearance, it was noted that the above MED file contains a 
memorandum dated 9/20/44 under the letterhead of "Army 
Service Forces, U.S. Army Engineer ^ Offic e- Manhattan District, 

,Qafc Bides* lanaaaaafl^ directed to | ~~| from 

I I DIO," stating, "Subject (KOVAL) 

has been granted appropriate clearance by this office." 

In the above connection, it was further noted that 
the signature of Colonel PARSONS as "C. If., DIO," was indicated 
on all other letters directed to references and former 
employers of the subject, by MED, as previously identified 
in instant matter. 
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PARSON'S signature is likewise indicated on 
a "Loyalty Check Sheet," dated 8/1/44, contained in above 
file. Such Sheet, directed to| pentagon 

Building, Washington, D. C., specifies a request that KOVAL's 
name be given file checks indicated therein, "MID - ONI - 
FBI." It was noted that the following comments 
appeared on such Sheet. "He will have access to s^pas^f^ 
or cSSfidesttaC material." 

A return copy of the above "Loyalty C heck Sheet. " 
stamped September 13. 1944, showing notation of | | 

I I room 2D, 623 Pentagon, as sendor, listed 

the following results: "MID - NR.; ONI - NI; FBI - NI." 

Above MED file was also noted to contain a 
termination statem ent dated 6/23/4 5 under KOVAL’s 
signature, showing| Captain C E" as 

witnessing officer. 

Mr. PALAZZOLO furnished a further opinion that 
in light of the above details, it appears that the entire 
processing of KOVAL for MED clearance was initiated and 
administered directly through the office of Colonel W. B. 
PARSONS, CE, DIO, at Oak Ridge, and that such office had, 
in turn, directly authorized KOVAL’s clearance. PALAZZOLO 
noted that KOVAL’s MED clearance did, therefore, appear 
to have evolved through regular Army channels for the 
MED interest of the Corps of Engineers, maintained at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. PALAZZOLO also volunteered the 
comment that while KOVAL's MED investigation was quite 
limited in scope, it is PALAZZOLO's feeling, based on 
attention to similar MED cases, that such extent of 
investigation was more or less standard in cases concerning 
military personnel, wherein other agency checks developed 
no derogatory information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 4/29/57 


I , I College of the 

City nf V nrir 53 AI Io n 

4/18/57, that! I 

l I CCNY, resides at I I Westport. 

Connecticut. I 1 who Is a current member of 

the CCNY Faculty, has been "very 111” for the past two 
months and inquiry concerning his health status should be 
made of his wife prior to conducting an interview with him. 


Wawn am i nna+.c and, if deemed advisable, . m 

interviewl_(concerning his knowledge of the 

administrative functions of the Army Specialized Training 
Program (ASTP) at CCNY during the perio d 1943-1944. 

I has been ide ntlfied by I ~l 

I (PS Army retired) former I | of ASTP 

at CCNY a 3 the I I at CCNY, who assisted the 

US Army Administrative Staff in coordinating the training 
program of the ASTP at CCNY. 

I I after being apprised of pertinent 

background information concerning; the subject, should be 
questioned specifically as follows: 

1 . Regarding the identities of US Army officers or 
faculty members at CCNY, who selected the various ASTP 
trainees for their field assignments. 


b 


7 r* 

i Vv 





2. Regarding specific knowledge of a chss of 
ASTP trainees having been assigned to the Atomic Installation 
at Oak]RLdge, Tennessee during 1944. ' ' 


3. Whether or not subject's assignment to the 
Atomic Installation at OaflcrSIdge from the ASTP training at 
CCNY could have resulted from a pre-conceived plan, and 
if so, in what manner would the plan most likely have been 
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4. Regarding the identities of either military 
personnel or faculty members of CCNY, who might possibly 
be sources of information concerning the ASTP. 

The following brief summary of previous 
investigation concerning the subject is being set forth 
for the assistance of the New Haven Office: 

Investigation concerning GEORGE KOVAL has 
established that during 1942 . he was employed with the 
Raven Electric Company. NYC.I 


I I During the period August 15> 

1944 - January, I iy 4 t>, while a member of the US Army, 

KOVAL was assigned to the Manhattan Engineering District 
(MED), Oak Ridge, Tennessee and Dayton, Ohio, where he 
reportedly had access to information that could have 
varied from '‘Classified" to . The subject 

was assigned to the MED at OaERidge, during August, 1944, 
after completing specialized training at CCNY known as 
the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTf*). Recent 
investigation at CCNY has disclosed that the subject's 
ASTP class consisting of 17 students was the only class of 
trainees which was finally assigned to the MED. 

In 1948, while allegedly employed by the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, NYC, as a "Commissioned 
Representative," KOVAL was issued a passport for travel 
to various European countries, which included Poland. 

No record of employment with the Atlas Trading Corporation, 
NYC, could be located for KOVAL. 

On October 6, 1948, he departed the United 
States aboard the "SS America", destined for Le Havre, 
Er^tfce. His whereabouts were unknown until May, 1956, 
which time his aunt and ur.cle, GOLD IE and HARRY - 
jr GURSHTEL, residents of Sherman Oak's, California, advised 
1 that the subject is presently an instructor at the 
Mendelaiv Institute, in Moscow, Russia. 
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Information furnished by the GURSHTELS was tj 

based on a letter written by the subject’s father, 

ABRAM, who has been residing in Russia since around 1932. 
Other than Jbhe above information7~the subject’s activities 
during tjae periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 1941, 
are .unknown. 1 
n \ M ^— ■ 

yS' Most recently, investigation has been directed 
at determinging the nature of the circumstances which 
led to the subject's assignment to the Manhattan Project, 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II, with 
emphasis being given to whether or not that assignment 
was the result of a preconceived plan of the subject 
or his Soviet espionage principals in the United States. 

Available background data developed in Sioux Eity, 
Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native bom United States 
citizen, of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States In 1932, with his parents and brothers. He 
possibly resided in Russia or outside the United States 
from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as an 
electrical engineer at the University of Iowa during 1929 to 
1932, and received a Bachelor of Electlcal Engineering 
Degree at College of the City of New York (CCNY) on 
February 1, 1949. 

The subject's known description is as follows: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Bom 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Occupation 
Distinguishing 
Features 


GEORGE KOVAL 

Male 

White 

December 25, 1913, Sioux City, Iowa 
6 feet 

170-175 pounds 
Black - dark brown 
Brown 

Medium - Dark 

Electrical Engineer 

Wears glasses; acne condition on 

face. 


One photograph of the subject taken during 1948 
is being enclosed for the New Haven Office. 
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• UNITED SxaTES GOVERNMENT 


• DIRECTOR, FBI 
5 SAC, KNOXVILLE 


SUBJECT: GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - E 



DATE: 4/30/57 


Re New York letter dated 3/11/57. 


On 4/2/57,[ 


] Retired 


Records Section, US AEC, made a search of the alphabetical files 
of the visitors' passes t o the Oak R?dge Area se arching for the 
names WILLIAM A. ROSE and I I lie advised that 

passes were found for rm.i.T AM and Mrs, wil liam ROSE dated 

March 31, 1345 for a visit t d I this card beijig.^- 

issued March 31, 1945 and to expire Ap ril 8. 1945. He advis|d>'r-/^" 
tnat he found a card under the name of I 


expiring b/30/45 for a visit toj^_ 

Chemical Co., purpose of visit - employment. 
found another card in the name off ” 
expire June 6,.1945 for a visit to^ 


■* r- if 


I issued 5/2%^£5* 
] Carbide & Carjftgjdr 


/} Chemical Co., purpose of visit being employment. 


He stated that‘«^ . 
lissue d June 5, f&lo to 
JCarbide & Carbon 


[ 


] a'dvised that these cards contained no 


ide ntifying data to conne ct them with the names Y/ILLIAM A. ROSE 
and I I 


[ 


]advised that his alphabetical records 


searched above are the records of visitors from March 1945 through 
June 1345 which have been alphabetized. He advised that the 
above records contaixi approximately 125,000 passes. Ke pointed 
out that for the same period there are passes in a numerical 
sequence which contain approximately 250,000 cards. A sample 
of approximately 1,000 passes were checked at random for the name 
of subject GEORGE KOVAL . WILLIAM A ROSE and ! I 

with negative results. | | estimated that a complete 

search of these records would require the full time of one person 
for approximately 8 months. 

In view of the above circumstances, no further 
examination of these records will be made UACB. 


b' 


/ 


/ 


2 - Bureau (35-32911) (RI,1) 

2 - New Yorx (35-16756) (RII) 
1 - Knoxville (65-553) 
IIAQ/bgc 
(5) 


R11C0RDED-B7, _ /Jb? 



• \*>Y > ; 957 
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Reference is made to report of SA l I 

dated 4/1/57 at Houston, 

On 4/9/57 , | | Security Files Section, 

US AEC, advised that s he was ung.b1 p to locate anv record of a 
fi^e under the njime of | | 

On 4/10/57, f I 

Laboratory Protection Division. Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 
advised that he was unable to loca.te any record of | 
in his files of former employees of the QRNL. 

RUC. 


b 


2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

4/30/57 | 

3/l8;4/2U/57 


GEORGE KOVAL 


TITLE OF CASE 

1 REPORT MADE BY 

| TYPED BY 

0 . 




JL b ' 


CHARACTEH OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS. 


[ 


I advised 3/18/57 that he was never 
acquainted with nor did he know GEORGE KOVAL, A determination 
is being made at Monsanto Chemical Company, Mound Laboratory, 
as to whether visitor records available. 


-P- 


DETAILS: AT CINCINNATI, OHIO 


street, HI nr.-5 ~ OViio f advised SAl 1 

on March l8, 1957» that he was employed at the ORNL in the Health 
and Physics Department, He related he left ORNL in July, 1944» 
and was never acquainted with nor did he know GEORGE KOVAL, He 
was shown KOVAL's photograph and related he never saw nor did he 
ever hear of the subject* 
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On April 2k, 1957. 1 I 

Officer. AEC Area Office. Mound laboratory. Miamisburg. Ohio. 

and I I Mona ant o_ 

Chemical Company, Mound laboratory, advised SA|_| 

that they know of no visitor records still maintained for the 
period 1945 and 1946* which period of time was prior to the 
establishment of AEC Area Office* 

I I advised SA l I that he would make 

a determination of what old records are still maintained and will 
advise the results of his search. 




Cl. 65-2087 


LEADS: 

THE CINCINNATI OFFICE 

At Miamishurgj Ohio 

Will contact l I 

Monsanto Chemical Company, Mound Laboratory, and ascertain tne 
results of his search relative to visitor records. 


REFERENCES: 

Washington Field letter to Bureau dated 2/14/57* 
New York letter to Bureau dated 3/11/57* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YfRK 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE 

WK+ 1957 | 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD, 

3/15,26,0?; 4 / 1 * 5 , 10 , 

11.18.22. 24-26 A 7 _ 

TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE BY 

TYPED BY 


1 1 

axm 

0 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


GEORGE KOVAL 




. —-- 

ESPIONAGE - 

R 



b 


SYNOPSIS 

\ ; 
V 

i 


I l stated assigned to 3225th Army 

Specialized Training Unit (ASTU) at College of 
the City ef New York (CCNY) as Operations Officer 
from approximately September, 1943, to May, 1944; 
recalled that assignments into and from Army 
Specialized Training Program (ASTP) were made at 
CCNY base£> upon orders received from 2nd Service 
Command, Governors Island, NY; selection to ful¬ 
fill assignmentsorders made by classification 
unit, ASTU. CCNY. under tha ftnmmanri of Major 
(PNU) | l stated Adjutant 

Officer, ASTP, CCNY, during 1944; suggested possible 
records of orders issued by ASTP, C#NY, might 
presently be on file at Governors Island, NY* 

/ O- - 




b 


- P - 
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SPECIAL AGENT 
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COPIES MADE 


- Bureau (65-62911) (RM) 

9. - St. Louis (65-1914) (RM) 
3 - New York ( 65 - 16756 ) 


v \ 
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DETAILS: 

Interview withf ~l 

| ~ 1 Baldwin, 

New York, was Interviewed by Sa| _| on 

April 11, 1957, and stated as follows: 

He served as I _ I 

of the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTPJ at the 
College of the City of New York (CCNY) with the rank of 
Captain from approximately December, 1943* until June, 
1944. His duties were primarily confined to teaching 
a course in military science fe<t> the ASTP trainees at 
CC NY. The subject’s name andihotograph were not familiar 
to I I who stated he could not recall ha ving taught 

or having met the subject at CCNY. I H stated he 

had no connection with the administrative functions of 
the ASTP, CCNY, and was unable to furnish information 
relating to assignments and transfers of ASTP personnel. 

Interview withl I 

I_ I L. Budnnan and 

Company, 1QQ Sutton Street. Brooklyn , New York, was 
interviewed on April 18, 1957> by SA l I 

and stated as follows: 

He was assigned to th e 8225th Army Specia lized 
Training Unit (ASTU) at CCNY as| |with 

the rank of Major during the approximate period or 
September, 1943, through May, 1944. 

He described the subject 1 s photograph as 
vaguely familiar but could not clearly identify the 
subject, by name or photograph, as a member of the ASTU 
at CCNY known to him. 

I 1 recalled that as l | his 

primary dutyewas to coordinate military and academic 
training of the ASTU trainees who numbered approximately 
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2500 to 3000 men during the 1943-1944 period. The ASTP, 
which was a segment of the ASTU, consisted of several 
hundred technictns who were being trained under an 
accelerated training schedule for highly technical assign¬ 
ments, To his recollection assignments both Into and 
from the ASTP were made at CCNY based upon orders 
received from the 2nd Service Command, Governors Island, 

New York. Selection for fulfillment of assignment 
orders was made by the Classification Unit of the ASTU 
known as the "3204 S TAR Unit," unde r the co mmand of 
| | In explanation I I stated the 

ASTP Uhlt At UUNii issued Its own orders for assignments 
based upon requests made by the 2nd Service Command, 

I | had no knowledge of an ASTP class or 

individual trainee having been assigned to the Manhattan 
Engineering District (MED) at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. When 
apprised that the subject.was assigned from the ASTP to 
the MED at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during August, 1944, 

I I stated that he could not furnish specific informa¬ 

tion concerning that assignment inasmuch as he was 
transferred from the ASTP during May, 1944, I I 

remarked that an assignment of a group of trainees to 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during 1944 would have been 
^gecret^in nature and would in aJLLprobability have |yj 

• Hi resulted from specific orders emin&ting from Army Head* 
quarters at Washington, D.C. I I described as "very 

unlikely" the possibility that the subject's assignment 
to the MED at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, resulted from a 
preconceived plan by the subject. 

The files of the New Yor k Office, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, as reviewed by SA I I on April 18, 

1957# failed to disclose Inf ormation that could b e 
determined Identifiable with l I 

Interview withl I 

I *1 when originally Interviewed 

by SA l I on October 5, 1956, advised that he was 

assigned to the ASTP, CCNY, from approximately July, 1943 


- 3 - 








NY 65>X6T56 



to Anri 1 r 1945, w ith thp -rank of I 1 

I l identified | I 

Officer of the ASTP, CCNY, during 1343 - 1^44. 

When interviewed by SA \ , la t 

Salinas . California, on January 8, 1957# |_I 

I l advised that he was assigned to the ASTP, CCNY, 

with the rank of Captain from August, 1949, until 
April 26 . 1944. during which t ime h e served as 

^Officer. I I denied having serve d as [~ == i— 1 

Office r with the ASTP an d identified ! I 

as the I I of the ASTP during the 

approximate period or 1944 . 

._ L I was reinterviewed by 

SA | I on April 22, 1957, and stated as follows: 


_ tlnon being ap prised of the statements made 

bv l I whereby the latter identified 

him as Adjutant Officer of the ASTP, CCNY, 1944, 

I I stated that his original statements regarding 

his assignment with the ASTP were in e rror and that 
he did se rve as| | under \_^ I 

| | sometime during tne year 19447 1 e xplained 

that the administrative organization of the ASTP was 
such that several of the staff officers had various 
assignments and held several administrat ive titles. To 
the best of his recollection he was the ! I 

•f the ASTP for a "brief period" during 1944. I I 

stated that part of his duties as | | . 

involved signing orders issued by the ASTU. He stated 
he could not recall assignment or transfer orders from 
the ASTP to the MED, OakJidge, Tennessee. Upon being 
questioned c»ncerning the d uties and full identity of 
I | commented as follows: 

| | was in charge of the Classification 

Unit of tne astu, and would in all probability be in a 
position to furn ish speci fic information concerning transfers 
and assignments. I 1 suggested the possibility that 

fg*cords of the orders that were issued by the ASTP might 
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presently be on file at Govanors Island, New York. |_ 

emphatically denied having had any direct connection with 
assignments and transfers to and from the ASTP tt&tbhfche 
exception of having signed some of those orders. 

Interview withl I 

| | •R r’onx. New 

York, was interviewed on April 1, 1957* hy SA l I 

and stated as follows: 


He was assigned to Headquarters Office, 3225th 
ASTU, CCNY, with the rating of Technical Sergeant, during 
the approximate pepio<Lof early 1943 - Summer of 1944. 

He recalled the ASTf^^fConsisting of about 200 technical 
trainees who were classified and selected for their 
specific type of ASTP training at the "3204 STAR 
niaasificatiOn Unit," CCNY, under the command of Major 
I1 The exact administrative procedure relating 
to assignments of ASTU and ASTP trainees from CCNY was 
unrecalled, although he vaguely recalld that the ASTU 
did issue its own orders. Contact with l I was 

suggested to fully develop information relating to the 
classification unit of the ASTU and the identities #f 
the officers assigned to that unit. 


I l was unable to identify the subject's name 

and photograph as being an individual known to him. 


Regard ing|~ 


When interviewed by SA l I at. T,a 

Verne, California,. on October l 6, 1956. I I 

self-describe d as the subje ct's i I Stated 

that the name l I described to her as the name 

•f a graduate student in tne Zoology Department of 
Columbia University, New York City, during 1948, may be 
i d entinal w ith a former associate of the subject known 

as i 1 


b* 
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Columbia Univ ersity. New York City, advised SAl 

Ion April 10, 1957, that I I an~ 

_lin the Zoology Departmen t of that 

university, resides at| | New York 

City. 


Regarding 


advised SE l 

records of that credit a& 
identifiable recor d fori 
former resident at | 
Avenue, Bronx, New York.„ 


\t Bureau of Greater New York, 
J on April 24, 1957, that the 
icv failed t o disclose an 

I reportedly a_ 


I I a former acquaintance of the 

su bject dur ing the period 1946-1948, when interviewed by 
SA l I at Culver Oitv f Callfonaia, on June 8, 1956, 

identified ! I as a former student at CCNY 

with whom the subjebt "associated freely" prior to 1948. 
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LEADS 
ST. LOUIS 


At St, Louis, Missouri 

1. Will at the Miscellaneous Records Center, 
Department of Defense, Military personnel Records 
Center, conduct the following investigation. 

A. Attempt to a scertain the last-known 

address of I 1 reportedly assigned to the 

3204 STAR Unit, ASTU,.CCNY, 1943-1944. 

B. Attempt to locate all available 
records of the 3204 STAR Unit, ASTU, CCNY, which might 
provide information relating to the administrative 
procedures of that unit, particularly with regard 

to assignment and transfer orders. 

2. Will identify and ascertain last known addresses 
for U. S; Army personnel assigned to the 3204th STAR Unit, 

ASTU. 


NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 


1. Will, at Governors Island, NY, attempt to 
locate all available records for 3225th ASTU, CCNY, 
and 3204 STAR Unit, ASTU, with emphasis to the location 
of the records of assignment orders issued by the 3204th 
STAR Unit during August, 1944. 


[ 

[ 


_P- Will reinterview I 

_____ _| New York.City, 

regardi ng his specific knowledge concerning Major (PNU) 
l and the latter*s connection with assignment, 
orders of the ASTP at CCNY during 1943-1944. 
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LEADS (contM) 


NEW YORK 

-2-hLUJ— attarrint f.n locate and Interview | | 

NYC, regarding his 

Knowledge of the subject’s background and activities. 

4. Will contact \ I 

Avenue, Bronx, NY, telephone number TYrone 2-0751. re¬ 
garding his knowledge of the whereabouts »f | | 


p, Will report the results of investigati on 
pending at New Haven regarding I { 

I CCNY. and at St. Louis. _ 

regarding| | 

ASTP, CCNYT- 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA| I March 11, 1957 > 

New York. 
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Office Memorandum • united st^es government 


TO 2 DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

OM ’ SAC, PITTSBURGH (65-1657) 

'/ ^ 

SUBJECT QEQRaE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 
00: NEW YORK 


DATE 



5/21/57 


Rerep of SA[ 


] Hous ton, 4/1/57• 


Room 102 cathedral of Learning Building, University of 
Pittsburgh . Pittsburgh. Pa.. an established source, 
advised SA l I on 5/7/57 » that there was 

no one on the pay roll of the Univ ersity of Pittsburgh 
at the present time by the name ofQ 


] 



She further advised, after checking her inactive records 
of former employees, that there was a l I 

who was employed by the University as a Research Associate' 
in the School of Public Health, Occupational Health 
Department, from 3/1/50, to 7/1 9/52* when he resigned; 
that his Pittsburgh address was | | , 

that he was born In 1916 and that he received a Bachelor— 
of Arts degree from the' state University of Iowa in 1938. 

lalso advised, after making a pretext telephone 


call to an unknown individual in t he School of Public 
Health, that ! I current address is s 

General Atomics, which may possibly be a division"or 
subsidiary of General Dynamics Corporation, P.0. Box 608 , 
San Diego.12, California. 

There is attached a copy of rerep for the Information 
and assistance of the San Diego Office in connection 
with this matter. 


It is reque sted that the San Diego Office interview l 
| | in compliance with the lead set forth for the 

Pittsburgh Division in rerep. RUC 

{2/ -Bureau (rm) RECORDED-98/ dpfXQ /> / £ r 

V 2 - New York (rm) INDEXED-98 ^sLJ ^1 // 

2 - San Diego (Enel, l' 7 - 

1 - Pittsburgh 


1:. 


? > V 



/ 
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* 


“PORTING OFFICE 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE 

5/26/57 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

5/17/57 

JilLE OF CASE 


1 REPORT MADE BY 

[ TYPED BY 



1 _ 1 

JAM 1 

(j 

GEORGE KOVAL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS 


No visitor records for 1945 located Monsanto Chemical Company, 
Mound Laboratory, Miamisburg, Ohio* Names of persons sharing 
assignments with subject set out. 


- RUG - 


DETAILS: 


On May 17, 1957, 


Monsanto Chemical Company, Mound Laboratory, Miami sourg, umo, 
advised that he had a search made of stored records, but found 
no visitor records for the year 1945. 


fo' 


[ 


] advised that he had located records showing 

o . 1.1. _ . 1 . j ^ j. mu — * .- - *- a X* U a ai 4 /■ 


work assignments for the subject. The assignment of the subject 
was that of group leader for a survey group in section 3• The 
following names appear as working with the subject at different 
times during the period of his employment at the Laboratory: 
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b 


The first three name s on the li 3 t were most frequently 
assigned with the subject. I I advised that it may be 

possible to fully identify the persons whose names are set out 
above from a review of personnel files. 


- ROC - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 


Efforts to fully identify persons working with the subject 
from a review of-personnel fiite at the Monsanto Chemical Company, 
Mound Laboratory, Miamisburg, Ohio, was not undertaken. It is 
being left to the discretion of the Office of Origin to set out 
this lead. 


REFERENCE: 

Report of Si J _ I dated 4/30/57, 

at Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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REGISTERED AIR MAIL 


Date: 


.^JFrom: 

\ Subject: 


June IJ 4 ., 1957 
Director, FBI (65-62911) 
J>gat, Ottawa (65-375) 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


ReBUlet 3-25-57, forwarding a rri 
dated 3 - 11 - 57 * requesting an interview of 
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1 Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


date May 28, 1957 


SAC, ST. LOUIS (65-1914) ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

GEORGE"KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
00: New York 


i 




P. 

•o r?j 

s’SjL 

;9>C 

I® 


pi^sT'S 
P’j Kumv 

gf 




Rereport of SA 


dated 5-9-57 at New York. J 


Lanla tn- Attempt to ascertain the 
reportedly assigned 
G-44; 


Rereport reouaafca SL 
last-known address of| 

to the 3204th STAR Unit, ASTU, CCNY, 1943-44; attempt to locate 
all available records of the 3204th STAR Unit, ASTU, CCNY, which 
might provide information relating to the administrative procedures 
of that unit, particularly with regard to assignment and 
transfer orders; and to Identify and ascertain last known 
addresses for U. S. Army personnel assigned to the 3204th STAR 
Unit, ASTU. 

On May 16, 1957# personnel of the Miscellaneous Records 
Section, Department of Defense Military Personn el Records Center, 
St. Louis, Missouri, advised SE I 1 that the monthly 

payroll rosters of the 3204th STAR Unit, City College of New York;, 
for the period of August, 1943 to June, 1944, reflects that a 

assigned as 


kf 


was 


Classification 


/n<nv 


On the same date personnel of the Milita ry Service 


2 L _ 

Record Section adv ised that the service record for | | 

I was transferred to the Personnel Records 
Branch, The Pentagon, Washington 25# D. C. on December 22, 1949. 


On May 16, 1957# [ 


Reference Service Unit, Miscellaneous Records Section, advised 
that there are no records on file at this Records Center which 
would reflect information relating to the administrative procedures 
of the 3204th STAR Unit, ASTU, CCNY (such as assignment and 
transfer orders) but that such records might be on^fi^e^at the 
Kansas City Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri 


3 
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On May 16, 1957j personnel of the Miscellaneous 
Records Section, made available the Personnel and Payroll Rosters 
of the 3204th STAR Unit, for the period of August, 1943 to June, 
1944 (the Unit was inactivated in June, 1944). 

A review of these rosters reflected the following 
Officer personnel assigned during the above period: 

NAME SERIAL NUMBER 


b7C 

Third Party 


The U. S. Army service records for the below-listed 
Officers were located at the Department of Defense Military 
Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri. A review of the 
service records disclosed their last known addresses as set 
forth: 






SL 65-1914 


b7C 

Third Party 


The Identification Division Is requested to attempt to 
locate the service records of the above-listed Officers, at the 
Pentagon, and to furnish the New York Division with their current j 
addresses. _ 


A review of the rosters of the 3204th STAR Unit for 
the period of August, 19^3 to June, 1944, reflected the names 
of some 4,000 Enlisted Personnel assigned. In view of the volume 
of work involved in determining the current addresses of these 
personnel, the New York Division is requested to reconsider this 
portion of their lead set forth in referenced report. If it is 
determined that the current addresses of any portion of these 
personnel should be ascertained, a new lead should be set forth 
to this office. 

RUC. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

^K/j&SAC, NEW YORK ( 6 5-1 67 56) 


TO 

FROM 


DATE: 6/27/57 


/ W m o 

SUBJECT: ^ GEORGE KOVAL; 

ESPIONAGE - R 
(00: NY) 


A 


York. 


Rereport of SA[ 


] 5/9/57, at New 


r 


1 


Ttepu tv G-2, First Army, 
on 6/3/57 that records 
jlallst Training Unit, 




New York, advised SA I 
of the 3024th STAR Unit, Army Spec 

City College of New York, were not located at Governors 
Island, NY, and were most probably located at either the 
Federal Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri, or the Kansas 
City Record Center, Kansas City, Missouri. 


[ 


By letter dated 5/28/57. St . Louis advised that 

J Reference Service 


Unit, Miscellaneous Records Section, advised that there are 
no records on file at this Record Center which would contain 
information relating to administrative procedures of the 
3024th STAR Unit, ASTU, CCNY, but that such records might be 
on file at the Kansas City Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri 

For the -tnftvraiAfcimi of fftmaan nifty reference is 


b’7C 


f , rererence is 
dated 5 / 25 / 56 , 


made to the report of Sa| 

in captioned matter, a communication previously furnished to 
that office in this matter. 

For the additional information of Kansas City, the 
subject was possibly engaged in Soviet espionage during 1941-48, 
and was a former member of the United States Army Specialized 
Training Program at CCNY during 1943 and 1944. From this 
organization, he was assigned to the Manhattan Engineering 
District during August, 1944, at the Atomic Installation at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

It is felt that a knowledge of the administrative 
procedures of the 3024th STAR Unit, particularly with regard 
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to assignment and transfer orders, would be useful 
in determining who was responsible for KOVAL’S transfer 
to Oak Ridge. 

KOVAL is described as follows: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

Complexion 

Occupation 

Distinguishing 

Features 

Array Serial Number 


GEORGE KOVAL 

Male 

White 

December 25, 1913 
Sioux City,Iowa 
6 * 

170 - 175 lbs. 

Black or dark brown 
Brown 

Medium, Dark 

Electrical Engineer 

Wears glasses; acne condition 

on face 

32790994 


Kansas City 

Will attempt to locate all available records 
of the3024th STAR Unit, ASTU, CCNY, at the Kansas City 
Record Center, which might provide information relating 
to the administrative procedures of that Unit, particularly 
with regard to assignment and transfer orders. 
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UNITED S^TES GOVERNMENT 


TO i 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 




FROM 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, Kansas City (65-1499) 

3 

GEORGETOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 

Origin - New York 


DATE: 7/15/57 


Re New York letter to Bureau 6/27/57. 

On 7/8/57 1 I Kansas 

City Records Center, the Adjutant Gene ral’s Office. 6t h and 
Hardesty, Kansas City, Mq., advised SA I I that he 

was unable to locate any information concerning the administra¬ 
tive procedures of the 3225 Star Unit ASTIJ CCNY at the Kansas 
City Records Center. 


He stated he had located two special orders pertaining 
to the subject which were as follows: 


Paragraph 6, Special Order No. 29, Army 
Service Forces, Second Service Command, 

Hq 3225 SCSU (ASTP), 3204 SCSU (STARS) & 

1280 SCSU (ROTC), Army Hall, The City College, 
1560 Amsterdam Ave., New York 31, N. Y., 
dated 2/5/44 which reflects that Cpl. GEORGE 
KOVAL 32790994, Co. A, was transferred to 
attached unassigned Co. F, 2nd Bn., ASTU 3225th 
SCSU to pursue course of instruction in 
electrical engineering 1 T erm 6. This or der 
was_ - issii£jLJ23L^llfi_fiILd££ 1 ofsigned 
by | I Major, AGD, Adjutant." 


■t. 



O 


Paragraph 3, Special Order No. 157, Army Service 
Forces, Second Service Command, Hq. 3225 SCSU 
(ASTP), 1280 SCSU (ROTC), Army Hall, The City 
College, 1560 Amsterdam Ave., New York 31, N.Y., 
dated 8/7/44 reflected that Cpl. GEORGE KOVAL, 
32790994 SSN (371), was attached unassigned 

2 - Bureau (65-62911) (RM^^^ " ^ (fi ^ ///" 

2 cc: New York (end. 2) (65-16757) (RM) 

1 cc: Wash. Field (Info) (RM) 9t *. <■.. incy 

1 - KC 65-1499 20 JUL iy 

JHP/hmg - _ 

(6) . _ , 
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ASTU 3225 SCSU CCNY, New York, N. Y., was transferred to 
1st Provisional SED Unit, Oak Ridge, Tenn., and was to 
de part 8/9/44 to Co . Commande r upon arrival, bv or der 
of l I signed bv l 1 Major, 

AGD, Adjutant. 

It is to be noted reference d communi cation set forth 
subject's STAR Unit as 3024; however. | | advised ths 

was actually 3225. 

I ~l made available to the writer one copy each 

of the two above mentioned orders which contained names of 
other enlisted men who were transferred with the subject. 

He stated he was of the opinion that the administrative 
procedure of this STAR Unit in regard to assignment and 
transfer orders could be obtained from the Department Record 
Branch, Washington 25, D. C. He stated if inquiry was made 
at that location that the Authority Number would be helpful 
m locating these records. He stated the Authority Number 
is as follows: "TWX TAG 13354 SPXOC-T 29 July 44." 

No lead is being set forth for the Washington 
Field Office to conduct any investigation in this case 
in view of the fact it is unknown what investigation has 
previously been requested by New York who is the office 
of origin in this case. 

For the assistance of the New York Office the 
copies of the two above-mentioned orders pertaining to the 
subject are enclosed. 

RUC. 
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN ! 
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DATE 

7/22/57 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE BY / 1 / - ✓ 1 

TYPED BY , 
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ata 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS 


Identities of officer personnel assigned 
3204th STAR Unit. ASTU. CCN^, set forth. 


CCNY, was unable 



to iden tify sub.lect through name or description. 

I I stated faculty, CONY, did not participate 

in selectio n of AST P trainees for field assignments, 
Comments of I I regarding the possibility 

subject's assignment to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
during 1944 result of preconceived plan set forth. 
No record of birth for i I 

reportedly born 11/TO/IK. Maggar»Vingofr>.o # 

L . Ireportedly assigned 

to ASTU . CCNY. asI f1943-1944, 


b i 


resides£ 
Jersey. 


] Glen Ridge, New 
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DETAILS: 


Identities of Officer Personnel Assigned 3204th STAR 
ifoltj Army"Specialized Training Unit, College of the 
C’ity of 1 New YorE 

On May 16, 1957 > personnel of the Miscellaneous 
Records Section, Department of Defense, Military Personnel 
Recor ds Center. St. L ouis. Missouri, made available 
to SE I ~| the personnel and payroll rosters 

of the 3204th STAR Unit, Army Specialized Training 
Unit, (ASTU), College of the City of New York, (CCNY), 
for the period of August, 1943, to June, 1944, (the 
unit was inactivated in June, 1944), 

A review of the rosters and pertinent service 
records identified officer personnel and their last ^ 

known addresses as follows: Tl 
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The files of the Department of Army, Pentagon 
Washington, D. C,, as reviewed during June, 1957, 
disclosed duty assignments or last known home addresses 
to be indicated for the following officer personnel 
also assigned to the 3204th STAR Unit, ASTU: 
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Interview WithI IWestport, Connecticut 

T I of CCNY. wap 

Interviewed at his residence, |_ I 

Westoort. C onnecticut, on June 12, 1957, "by SA | | 

I l and stated as follows: 

I l advised that the Army 

Specialized Training Program, (ASTP) functioned at 
CCNY from May, 19^3* to May or June, 19^4. Under this 
program, the Army, through the Second Service Command, 
Governors Island, New York, brought to CCNY a large 
number of personnel from all over the United States 
to be tested and classified as to their abilities 
along given lines. All military personnel who took 
classification tests at CCNY had their examinations 
scored by an IBM punch card machine operation. Once 
the machine scoring of the classification test had been 
completed and an individual's ability along specialized 
lines determined, subsequent examinations were conducted 
to determine an individual's knowledge in his specialized 
field. 


Results of the examinations conducted were 
forwarded to the Second Service Command at Governors 
Island, New York, and the military, through the 
Second Service Command at Governors Island, determined 
an individual^ specific assignment to a teaching unit. 

Determination of who took a classification 
examination, and where an individual was assigned for 
instruction subsequent to classification, was entirely 
within the province of the Second Service Command, 
Governors Island, New York. 

If the military assigned an individual for 
instruction at CCNY, this individual received his 
instructions from faculty members of CCNY rather than 
from military instructors. 

Actual supervision of instruction of mili tary 
personnel at CCNY was handled *>y| , I 

who is now a l Hp th*» 

Evening Session at CCNY.Neither | | nor any other 
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civilian personnel at CCNY had any responsibility as 
to whether military personnel showed up in class, or 
for the actions of military personnel while outside of 
class. 


At the end of each marking period, I I 

consulted the heads of all departments working under 
him and obtained the accomplishments of the military 
personnel attending CCNY. Borderline cases were 
evaluated at a faculty conference, and a determination 
was made as to whether these individuals had 
successfully completed the courses they had pursued. 

Final grades were turned over to the Army Second Service 
Command at Govenors Island, New York, and assignments 
were made by the military at Governors Island. 

The faculty of CCNY did jnot in any way participate 
or recommend any individual for a particular assignment. 

In fact, the faculty of CCNY had no information relative 10 J 
to the assignment of a particular individual subsequent 
to his completion of courses. 

A photograph of GEORGE KOV AL was displayed to 
I I advised that KOVAL 

was unknown to him. He was also unable to identify 
GEORGE KOVAL through name or description. 

I I was questioned regarding 

his information concerning the possibility that the 
subject's assignment to the Atomic Installation at 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, from the ASTP at CCNY, could have 
resulted from a preconceived plan and commented as 
follows: 


| I advised that he has no 

concrete information as to whether or not the subject's 
assignment to the Atomic Installation at Oak Ridge from 
CCNY could have resulted from a preconceived plan. If a 
preconceived plan did exist, this plan could not be executed 
by faculty members at CCNY, inasmuch as faculty members 
at CCNY had no knowledge of the Oak Ridge installation. 

In addition, no faculty member at CCNY had anything 
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of personnel 

to do with the selectior/who were classified or were 
assigned to the courses at CCNY. 

I I advised that if the 

subject's assignment to the atomic installation at 
Oak Ridge from the ASTP at CCNY resulted from a 
preconceived plan, it might have been accomplished 
in the following manner: 

The subject's identity must be known to 
some military personnel connected with the ASTP in 
the Army Second Service Command at Governors Island, 

New York. The subject then would be picked by the Army 
to go through the classification center at CCNY with 
prior knowledge that the subject possessed the 
qualifications to rate highly on the machine scored 
classification test. Once the subject's rating was 
determined and this information passed to the Army 
at Governors Island, the subject then, on the basis 
of the classification test, could be assigned 
by the Army to CCNY for specific courses, and to the 
class of ASTP trainees which would be assigned to the 
atomic installation at Oak Ridge. The subject, who 
undoubtedly had an excellent educatldnaj. background, 
would successfully complete his courses at CCNY, and 
then having been placed in a strategic class, would be 
assigned to the atomic installation at Oak Ridge. 

Once the subject was placed in the class 
which would be assigned to Oak Ridge, and his 
educational ability was known, it would be unnecessary 
for his sponsor to assist in having him assigned to 
Oak Ridge, inasmuch as this assignment was made on a 
class basis rather than on an individual basis. 
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I 1 advised that he wanted to make 

it clear that this was his theory of how the subject 

could be assigned to the atomic install ation at Oak _ 

Ridge, if a preconceived plan existed. I I 

said that he desired to make it clear tnat he did not 
know if, in fact, any such plan did exist. 

I I was questioned regarding 

the identities of either military personnel or faculty 
members of CCNY who might possibily be sources of 
information concerning the ASTP and commented as 
follows: 


_ 1 1 

1_1 Evening Session. 

CCNY. 1 [ 

according to 
;udy program 

I 1 was in charge of the s< 

of the ASTP. According to 
is a responsible individual 

1 1 

and can be interviewed. 


_ I I rank not known, believed by 

I I to becu rrently in charge of the 

Maryland National Guard. I I was responsible &>r the 

entire operation of the ASTP in the Army Second Service 
Command. 


I I ol me AS'i'r ai; uum, wno was m cnarge 01 aiJ 

military personnel at CCNY. 

I I now at CCNY; 

| ~| now at CCNY. 

I | formerly assigned to the 

ASTP Classification unit, present whereabouts not known. 

I I former instructor in_ 

economics, C CNY. present wherea bouts not known, I 1 

according to I I was instrumental in 

getting the ASTP program in a t CCNY through the influence 
of a senator, name unknown to | | 
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I I dur ing the period 19 )j. 6 - identified 

a photograph, of l l as an individual 

she met at a 1950 New Y ears par ty in Los Angeles, 
California. I \ recalled ! ~l s3 having 

stated, . at tho party, that he had known the subject 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee during the latter part of 
World War II, and knew a woman who had told him she 
had seen KOVAL in Europe. 

I I was reinterviewed 

on October 29» 1956, at his place of business, Signet 
Laboratories, Los Angeles, Cal ifornia, and reiterated 
previous denials of having met I 1 and knowing 

or having contact with tho subject at any time. 


The files of the Department of the Army, 

Pentagon, Washington, D. C., as reviewed during 

Anril. 1957. disclosed a service record for Ma.ior 

1 1 a 


| | Glen 


It is noted 


ueic 1 b waun j-iiuui’ uy o-a 

1_L 

on February 26._1^57. Colonel 

I 1 ASTP, CCFY, 

Identified! 

1 lrst known to be residinn 

in New Jersey, as thef 

”1 ' ASTP. 


[ 


] 


The records cf the Few York burea u of 
Motor Ve hicles, caused to bo searched by SAI 

"felt 


[ 


_Jon June 25. 1957. discl osed the 

information forT 


1 


Age 36, born, _ 

15 Park Row, New Y-^rk City. ~ 


| Br'-'nx, York: 


owing background 
la resident of 16 


] business address. 


--ier'- 





NY 65 -I 6756 


The flies of the New Yo rk Office of the FB I 
as reviewed on July 8, 1957, "by SA l I 

JR.. disclosed the following information identifiable 
with l I mentioned above: 

I I made available material on July 19, 1956, 
wh ich had formerly been maintained in the a oartment 
of l , ~1 Bronx, 

New York* A'review of that material disclosed that 
I 1 Bronx, New York, 

telephone number TA 2-2906, is listed as the treasurer 
of the Parkchester Club of the American Labor Party, 
(ALP). 

1 / I I advised on July 14, 1954, that | | 

/ \ \ at the tim e a Communist Party member, was 

elected ! ~1 of the Bronx ALP a few years ago 

in place of BILL TAYLOR who was too well known as a 
Communist to hold that position. 

The Communist Party has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

_ Conc ernin g! I It is noted that 

I 1 a former acquaintance o f the sub ject 

during the period 1Q46 -1Q48. advised S A l ~l on 

June 8, 1956, that one I I a former student 

at CCNY, "associated freely” with the subject prior 
to 1948. 


b2 

V- ” C* 

t>7 D 


It is not known whether or not[ 
a resident at ! I Bronx 

York, is identical with the l 
above as a former associate of the subject. 


. New 
Jdescribed 


Miscellaneous 


I I Deputy G-2, Firs t 

Army. Go vernors Island, New York, advised SA l I 

I 1 on June 3, 1957* that the records of the First 

Amy failed to discl ose a record for Wo rld War II 
ASTU or STAR..units. I I suggested that the 

above records might possibly be located at the United 
States Amy, Kansas City Records Center, Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

ENCLOSURE : TO BUFFALO 

One (1) photograph of subject taken 
during 1948. 
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AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications" revised and published as of January 2, 

1957, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, reflects 
the following citation concerning the American Labor Party: 

"1. 'For years, the Communists have put forth 
the greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor 
Party throughout New York State. They succeeded in 
capturing the Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the 
American Labor Party but outside of New York City they 
have been unable to win control. 1 

(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political 
Pction Committee, March 29, 19^> p.78). 

"2. 'Communist dissimulation extends into the 
field of political parties forming political front 
organizations such as the * * * American Labor Party. 

The Communists are thus enabled to present their candidates 
for elective office under other than a straight Communist 
label.' 

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Handbook for Americans, 

S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p.91)". 


. 9^ October 7* 1956* Peter Hawley, New York staf® 

Chairman* American Labor Party, publiclv announopd -t-h® 
American Labor Party State Committee unanimously approved 
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Office M.ewi&andui?i * united st^es government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


»ate 7/22/57 




Wp& q 

GEORGE K( 


sa[ 


AC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 

OVAL 

IS-R 

Re WFO letter 4/17/57 to Bureau. 

Trarpimj t.tfld here with are 5 copies of the report of 
|, dated and captioned as above. 


o/ng q n rm_wl 


Re ferenced letter reported results of informal dis- 
t.h I I 


Jadvised that assuming the subject's reported residence 


] 


b 


b 




and employment in Moscow, Russia, are factual, denaturalization 
proceedings could not be taken against subject, who is a native 
born US citizen, until formal proof of an expatriative act by 
him is obtained. In that regard, WPO suggested consideration 
be given to effecting an interview with subject at Moscow, 

Russia through utilization of appropriate State Department channels, 
which might possibly result in formal renunciation by subject 
of US citizenship. 

The NYO has considered above recommendation and is 
of the opinion that the suggested action should be deferred 
pending completion of outstanding investigation in this case. 

At present, the NYO is conducting a thorough file 
review to outline investigation remaining prior to bringing ^" 

this case to a logical conclusion. The Bureau and interested 
offices will be advised upon the completion of the above mentioned 
review. 


/2-Bureau (65-62911) (RM) 
^Buffalo (RM) 

1-Los Angeles (RM) 
1-Newark (RM) 

1-New York (65-16756) 

WCG:atz/mat 

( 6 ) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATS 
INFORMANTS 


JLiOS Angeo.es, uaj 
furnished to SAT 

J ' 


M«v(> 




to y request;) rurni&heorso 

ir^J 


] 


Careful consideration has been given to 
each source concealed and T symbols were utilised 
in the report only in those instances where the 
identities of the sources must be concealed. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Information reported in the report transmitted 

herewith reflecting agency record checks at Boston, _ 

Massachusetts, was furnished to IC | ~| 

For the information of the Buffalo Office, 
which office has not received prior communications 
in this matter, the following summary of investigation 
conducted to date is set forth: 

Investigation concerning GEORGE KOVAL has 
established that during 19 ^ 2 , he was e mployed with the 
Raven Electric Company. New York City.I I 

| During the 

period August 15 , J.y44, - January, xy^o, while a 
member of the United States Army, KOVAL was assigned to 
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the Manhattan Engineering District, (MED), Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee and Dayton, Ohio, where he reportedly 
had access to information that could have varied 
from "Classified" to ]32ip>G«cx££? . 

In 1948, while allegedly employed hy the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, New York City, as a 
"Commissioned Representative," KOVAL was Issued a 
passport for travel to various European countries, which 
included Poland. No record of employment with the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, New York City, could be 
located for KOVAL. 

On October 6, 1948, he departed the 
United States aboard the "SS America", destined for 
Le Havre, Prance. His whereabouts were unknown until 
May, 1956, at which time his aunt and uncle, QOLDIE 
and HARRY GURSHTEL, residents of Sherman Oaks, 
California, advised that the subject is presently 
an instructor at the Mendelalv Institute, in Moscow, 
Russia. . 


Information furnished by the GURSHTELS 
was based on a letter written by the subject's father, 
ABRAM, who has been residing in Russia since 
around 1932. Other than the above information, the 
subject's activities during the periods 1948 to present 
and 1932 through 1941, are unknown. 

Most recently, investigation has been 
directed at determining the nature of the circumstances 
which led to the subject's assignment to the Manhattan 
Project, at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War 
II, with emphasis being given to whether or not 
that assignment was the result of a preconceived 
plan of the subject or his Soviet espionage principals 
in the United States. 

Available background data developed in Sioux 
City, Iowa, reflects that KOVAL is a native born United 
States citizen, of Polish derivation, who departed the 
United States in 1932, with his parents and brothers. 
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He possibly resided in Russia or outside the 
United States from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was 
educated as an electrical engineer at the University 
of Iowa during 1929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor 
of Electrical Engineering Degree at CCNY on February 
1 , 1948 . 

LEADS 

BUFFALO 


At Rochester, New York 

Will at I I 

attempt to locate and infcep riew Lieutenant Colonel 
| I who has been described 

as formerly m charge of the Classification Unit, 

ASTU, CCNY, should be specifically questioned regarding 
his knowledge of assignment of ASTP trai nees to Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee,during 1944. I I comments 

regarding the possibility that the subject’s assignment 
to Oak Ridge was the result of a preconceived plan 
should be obtained. 

LOS ANGELES 

At Los Angeles, California 

Will recontact l I 

Signet Laboratories, Los Angeles, California, 
regarding his correct date and place of birth. 

NEWARK 


At Qlen Ridge, New Jersey 

_ Will attempt to locate and Intervi ew 

I I to develop 

all information recalled by him T»Pgarding th q actp. aony. 
to which he was reportedly assigned a s I J 

officer during the period 1943-1944. I I should be 
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NEWARK LEADS (Cont'd) 

questioned In accordance with instructions noted 
herein for the Buffalo Office regarding thee interview 

wlth | | 

NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 

_ * It Will attempt to locate and interview 

| NYC, regarding 

his Knowledge or the subjects oacKground and activities? 

2, Will attempt to locate and interview 
I _ I Bronx, NY, 

regarding his knowledge of the subject’s background 
and activities. 

_ 3. Will interview! I 

1 1 Evening Session, CCNY, 

regarding pertinent information concerning ASTP, CCNY. 

4. Will at CCNY attempt to ascertain the 
whereabout s of ! l of 

I | CCNY, who reportedly was instrumental in 

establishing ASTP at CCNY. 

REFERENCE 

Report of Sa| 
dated 4/9/57 at NY. 
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New York, New York 
July 2$, 1957 


Re; GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE -.R 


Report of SAl 

July 22, 1957> at New York-:- 1 

The reliability of informants mentioned 
in above report is as follows: 

\ Iare informants who have 

furnished reliable information in the past* 
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Office NLeffl^dtlduifl • UNITED states government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
Ac/eAN DIEGO (65-1970) 


DATE 


7/31/57 



i TOVAL; 


<>• 


‘-Cl 



GEORGE 
ESPIONAGE - R; 
00: NY 

Rerep SA 


Pittsburgh letter to Director, 5/21/57. 


Houston, 4/1/37; 


I H presently employed by 

General Atomics, a Division of Ge neral Dynamics. San Diego, 
as a Health Physicist, advised SA l I on 7/22/57 

he knew subject in 1945 and probably in 1946 at Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. KOVAL was employed at this facility until he was 
transferred to Dayton, Ohio, where he was employed on the 
Manhattan Project by Monsanto Chemical Company. This 
facility is presently known as the "Mound Laboratory". 


I 


] 


who was employed in the capacity of 


I I said he tried to interest subject in 

accepting a position as a Health Phys icist without success. 
He said that on one occasion when he. I ~l was in New York, 
he tried again, via telephone, to interest KOVAL in this 
field, but was again unsuccessful. He believes KOVAL'S 
main interest was in Electrical Engineering. 


[ 


I 


1 recalled that during KOVAL'S employment 

1 who is presently employed at 


he worked under 
the Sinai Hospital in New York City as a Radiologist. 


I H said the last date he had visual contact 

with KOVAL was either 1946 or 1947. However, he was inclined 
to believe it might have been 1946, and in any event was 
prior to 1950. He was positive he has not seen KOVAL since 
he was released from the Army. He said, however, he was 
able to recognize KOVAL'S voice over the telephone in New 
York. He believes this was in 1947# 1948 or 1949# exact date 
not recalled. KOVAL^ was a civilian at this time, had complete d 
his educ ation and received a degree. He said that I 1 

I ~l who is in charge of the New York Office of the AEC, 

as well as one | I (PH) may recall KOVAL. 


'Z - Director, FBI (REGISTERED) 

2 - New York (REGISTERED)(65-16756) 
1 - San Diego 
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I I said, concerning the background of, 

KOVAL, it is his recollection KOVAL" grew up in New.York. 

He was unable to offer further jy^formation. He said that 
since KOVAL was in the Army le is of the opinion the Oak 
Ridge files on employees of this project would be of little 
value 

> With reference to associates of KOVAL, f ~1 

said he believes these were restricted to Army personnel. 

He was unable to n<s»r>ai 1 n ames of these associates, 

except^that of||who was in the Army with 
subject. | |is still employed with the Mound Project. 

I ~l waa transferred with KOVAL, as well as possibly 

another member of the armed forces whose name he was unable 
to recall, from Oak Ridge to Dayton. He said that Dayton 
was in need of Health Physic ists. and this was the reason 
for the transfer. KOVAL and ! I we re picked because of 

their excellent work records and their transfers occurred 
at about the time of the aton bombing of Japan. He said 
also that I I who is now employed by the AEC, in 

one of the Radiation Laboratories of the University of 
California as a Health Physicist might recall KOVAL. 

I 1 said the extent of his association with 

KOVAL was ih the capacity of his work, add he did not associate 
with KOVAL socially. 

| T said it was his recollection that KOVAL 

wrote a paper on measuring Radiological Activity. He said 
this paper was nothing out of the ordinary, but he felt KOVAL 
did good work by taking the trouble to compile the information 
set forth. He characterized KOVAL as a solid, dependable sort 
of person "all the way through". In addition, he said he 
felt KOVAL was a loyal employee. 

No leads are being set out for interview with 
the persons mentioned in this communication as it is not 
known whether they have already been contacted. 
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Synopsis: 


| | Rochester» N.Y.. I 1 

3204th Star Unit, ASTU, CCNY, approximately April, 1943“ 

May, 1944> unabl e to ide ntify subject through photograph, name 
or description. I ~l atated his classification section only 

made general recommendations regarding assignment ASTP personnel; 
that actual assignments handled by Second Service Command 
Headquarters, U.S. Army, Governors Island, N.Y. I I 

comments regarding possibility that subject’s assignment to 
Oak Ridge, Tennesse e during 1944* result of preconceived plan 
set forth. I l not aware that any preconceived plan 

actually did exist. 


DETAILS: 
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On August 26. 1957,1_1 

1 

Sibley Tower Building, 
Rochester, New York, 
tftlv April. 19k3 to 

Room 73 ti > 23 North Street, J 
advisfld that from aoDmxima. 

May, 1944> h© was the | 

| for 
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the 320lith Star Unit, Army Specialized Training Unit (ASTU), 

f,h* noli.™* of the 3ity of New York (CCNY), New York 
r??; T 1stated that as such he was in charge of the 

| C " tYf -fiection of the above unit hnd^had a staf ^°^ing 

under him.—He advised that the 3204th Star Unit was ^esponsibie 
to the Second Service CommandrU.S, Army, located at Governors 
Island, New York.' 


c 


“I also stated that the_ Army's Specialized^ 
Training Program (ASTP) functioned at CCNY from approxim t ly 
May, 1943 to May or June, 1944* 




[ 


A photograph of the subject was displayed to Mr. 
1 He stated that the subject was unknown to^hira.. H 
also was unable to identify the subject through 
description. 


f_I Seated oauui«»v» B o6ni»+-h 

n:: •• “sK" 

of ASTP personnel. He said that to further cl ^ 1 ^ + .^tiil as 

-SS gL. 

lrsaid 0 ?haron^he r otSe? S haSd ifafiSdmdual proved to be good 
in Mathematics, he probably would be recommended for 

t . r.1nl« “‘^eLa^ons^ IZ Boarder e 

then forwar ded to the Second Service Command a ^ Gov ® r ^ s Island » 
where the actual assignments tc the various colleges nd 
strategic areas were made. 

I-1 stated th€t he has no information or , 

knowledge regarETngspecificaeeignraente of A.STP trainees to 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He reiterated that that typ 


]stated that candidates for the A HTP Program 
“ _ ■> _ — vaviA/iafl o*rl V'lTT -hh A ^ 2 Oil t iX 





assignment would hay.© come directly 4>rom Second Service Command 
Headquarters at Governors Island. '*p' 

I I advised that if the subjects assignment 

to Oak Ridge, Tennessee was th® result of a preconceived plan, 
it might have been accomplished in the following manner: 

Someone in the Second Service Command Headquarters 
at Governors Island, would have to be aware of the subject’s 
identity. The subject would then he picked by th© Array to go 
through the classification center located at CCHY with prior 
knowledge on the part of the Army that the subject possessed 
the necessary qualifications to score well on the classification 
test. After the subject 1 s rating was determined and, the Array 
at Governors Island made aware of this, the subject then on the 
basis of the classification test, could be assigned by the Array 
to in this instance CCNY for specific courses. The subject then 
subsequently, would be assigned +o the class of ASTP trainees 
who were scheduled for assignment at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Once 
the subject became a member of the Oak Ridge destined class,. 
he no doubt would have no further problem in eventually getting 
to Oak Ridge and carrying out the end of the preconceived plan. 

| 1 stated that during the spring of 191+4# the 

Army wss finding It extremely difficul t to locate Q ualified 
persons to fill the ranks of the ASTP. I j surmlsed that 

If an individual came along who had excellent qualifications in 
the scientific field, he would p-> doubt ha assigned to a unit 
destined for a strategic area. | | said that in such a 

case it would be quite probable that the individual would have 
been assigned to some area like Dak Ridge, Tennessee. 

| | cautioned however, that he is not actually 

aware that any preconceived plan was in existence and that the 
above represented only his theory of how such a plan could have 
been worked, if such did exist. 





Report Fprm 
FO—263 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 


Investigative period 


BUFFALO. HEW YORK 

HEW YORK 

1 

8/26,27/57 


TITLE OF CASE 


Report Bade by 

Typed By: 




_ 

jod b 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


GEORGE KOVAL 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



Synopsis: 


| Rochester, H.Y., classification officer 
5204 th Star Unit, A SOT, CCNY, approximately April, 1943- 
wav. 191ili. unable to identify subject through photograph, name 
or description, I I stated his classification section only 

made general recommendation3 regarding assignment ASTP personnel; 
that actual assignments handled by Second Service Command 
Headquarters, U.S. Army, Governors Island, H.Y. I 1 

comments regarding possibility that subject's assignment to 
Oak Ridge, |E£iiaiiAaAeo during 1944* result of preconceived plan 
set forth, I j not aware that any preconceived plan b?c 

actually did exist. 
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DETAILSj On August 26, 195 7.1 ~l .. 

- |Ifiibiey fower Building, 

Room 738, 25 north street;, Rochester, Hew York, 
advised that from approximately April, 19U3 to 
May, 1944, he was the | I for 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT'" 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE: 9/5/57 


SAC, Buffalo (65-2278) 


SUBJECT: 


0: 


GEORGE KOVAL 
IS-R 


Attached herewith is the report of SAl 1 

JR., dated 9/5/57 at Buffalo. 1 - 1 

._Eor the information of the New York Office, I ~l 

I ladvised when interslevied August 26, 1957# that 

one (FNU) I ~1 who held the rank of Corporal, was 

assigned to the 3204 th Star Unit Thirdly fcha aannaaimate period 
April, 1943 - May, 1944* According to | I this person 

was in charge of the mechanical te sting group and was in rather 
close contact with ASTP trainees. I I said that this 

person was quite intelligent and personable and might possibly 
have been in a position to recall the subject. 

I I said that he wished to emphasize the fact 

that he had no knowledge that this person was an acquaintance 
of the subject or actually knew him but was only making the 
suggestion that he be contacted o£. b.is close contact 

with the vari ous ASTP trainees. I l advised that 

I I was from the New York City area and that his 

present whereabouts are unknown. 

New York should give consideration to checking appro¬ 
priate records In an effort to locate the above mentioned person 
if pertinent. 

The report has been classified c^EC^desptlSl inasmuch as 
it contains irf ormation possibly affecting the security of the 
United States. 
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New York letter to the Director, dated 7/22/57. 
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Synopsis: _ 

I _ I former United States Army major, 

assigned to ASTP, CCNY i n 19)il and 1944, advised that 
subject unknown to him* I j bellves that a committee of 

professors selected trainees for classified project in 
about 19 44 * 
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DETAILS: 

I ~1 former major, United States 

Army, asaigned to Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP), 
College of the City of New York (CCNY), during 19li^ and 
was interviewed on August 27. 199 7 , by SAS I I 

and I "H is a counsellor at law at 

14- Washington Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey. 

_ | |advised that he was assigned as the | | 

I I at”Uy!J2LASTP. A photograph of GEORGE KOVAb was 

displayed to l I He said that KOVAL was unknown to him. 

He also stated that he was unable to identify GEORGE KOVAL 
through name or description* 

I I advised that the Star Center Service Unit 

at CCNY was a classified unit of the ASTP* He said that 
trainees were usually screened by this unit and asaigned 
various courses of study tinder the program. 


I I stated that he has no knowledge concerning 

the selection of assignment of the ASTP trips fro the Oak Ridge 


: t 


Jadvised 


Project in Oak Hidge, Tennessee, during 1944 

that he does not believe it was possible for a trainee to have 
himself assigned for a specific pro loo-fc unless the trainee was 
part of a well thought of plan, 1 | explained that there were 

many unpredictable events which would take place during the 
selection of trainees for study and projects, thus making it 
almost impossible for a trainee to be assigned only one specific 
project, _ 

I I further advised that he doe3 recall that in 

approximately 19Ml a professor or dean from an unrecalled New 
England college, possibly Harvard, had visited CCNY. The purpose 
of the visit was to select trainees for a classified Government 
project, the name of which ho did not know, | | said that at 

a later date he healed from unrecalled sources that a group of 
trainees at the ASTP in CCNY were select ed for the atomic 
project at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. I I added that he did not 

know whether the group of trainees who were selected for a 
classified Government project were asaigned to Oak Ridge, 


|_| advised that this professor or dean visited 

CCNY unexpectedly in about 1944-. He explained that the school 
authorities were not previously made aware of his visit. I I 

said that this professor asked for the cooperation of the school 
authorities in selecting and screening trainees for a secret 
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project. This profess or did n ot reveal the nature of this 
project. According to l ' [ the trainees believed that the 
project concerned Itself with some of the latest aircraft 
developments. 

I I stated that this unrecalled professor headed 

a committee of three or fo ur CCNY professors to screen the 
trainees for the project. I I said that he did not recall 


the name of the CCNY nr>ofAflS(v»fl. However. hi 

3 believed that one 


|of the ASTP, and 

|at CCNY. was a member ol 

f the selecting 


1 b7C 

1 Iwho headed the Classified Unit of the 

AS'i'P at CCNi.ln 


about 19 ijii may possibly be able to s uonlv m ore detai led 
information regarding this project. I I said that I I 

may also be able to identify some of the professora who were 
on the selecting committee referred to above. 


- RUG 
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inasmuch as It contains information that is of such a nature 
that it 3 disclosure would be prejudicial to the defense interests 
of the United States. 
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] during the interview conducted 
ihs 


vXr 

c. .?M_ 


with him on tt/ 27 / 57 , advised that he could not recall the names 
of CCNY professors who had taught there during the period of 

1943-191U1-* 


Newark did not ant forth a lead to interview 

I inasmuch as this lead 

It is to be noted 


c y 

V \S wa 3 set forth in referenc ed communication, 
t \A that I I knew[ 

.-\ry ^States Army in about 1944* 


] as a major in the UnitecT^/^ 
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SAC, Newark (65-4??8) . September 26, 195? 

Director, FBI <65-62911) 

r- * 

GEORGE KOVAL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Rerep SA 


], dated p/13/5?* 


which was classified Confidential asit "contafw* 
information that is of such a nature that its disclosure 
would be prejudicial to the defense interests of the 
United States • " 

While ref rep refers to matters connected 
with a classified program, the information conhgfned 
in ref rep is not of such nature as to r«i*o| 
classified aspects of that program . The classification 
of JlgSftdedtif&r should, therefore, be deleted from the 
copies of the report in your office and in the 
New York Office, The classification has been deleted 
from the copies furnished to the Bureau • 
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It is recalled that previous investigation 


has disclosed that the subject was horn in Sioux City, 
Iowa, on 12/15/13* He resided in that city until 193£, 
following his completion of 2 years study in electrical 
engineering at the University of Iowa, During May, 1932, 






T 


£ 

€ • 



Gv 

I 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 
5 copies of a blind memorandum summarizing the infor¬ 
mation that has been developed concerning the subject. 

Passport photographs of the subject taken 
during 1932 and 19^b are also enclosed to the Bureau, 


“\ 




September 19 , 1957 


Re: 

Investigation concerning George Koval has 
established that during 1942, he was a mnlove d with the 
Raven Klfic±r1c Company. Hew York- fMf-.v. I 

l <38gfr'ing the period 

August 15 j 1944, - January, 1946, while a member of the 
United States Army, Koval was assigned to the Manhattan 
Engineering District, (MED), Oak Ridge, Tennessee and 
Dayton, Ohio, where he reportedly had access to infor¬ 
mation that could have varied from "Classified” to 

In 1948, while allegedly employed by the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, New York City, as a "Commissioned 
Representative," Koval was issued a passport for travel 
to various European countries,'Which included Poland. 

No record of employment with the Atlas Trading Corporation, 
New York City, could be located for Koval. 

On October 6, 1948, he departed the United 
States aboard the "SS America", destined for Le Havre, 
Prance. His whereabouts were unknown until May, 1956, 
at which time his aunt and uncle, Goldie and Harry 
Gurshtel, residents of Sherman Oaks, California, advised 
that the subject is presently an instructor at the 
Mendelaiv Institute, in Moscow, Russia. 



Information furnished by the Gurshtels was 
based on a letter writtenby the subject's father, ABRAM,/' 1 ' ■> 
who has been residing in Russia since around 1932. Other 
than the above information, "the subject's activities 
during the periods 1948 to present and 1932 through 
1941, are unknown. 


Available background data developed in Sioux 
City Iowa, reflects that Koval is a native born United 
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States citizen, of Polish dbri^aWott/who “departed the 
Uhited States in 1932, with his parents and brothers. 

He possibly resided in Russia or outside the United 
States from 1932 to 1939 or 1941. He was educated as 
an electrical engineer at the University of Iowa during 
1929 to 1932, and received a Bachelor of Electrical 
Engineering Degree at City College of New York on 
February 1, 1948. The subject] is described as follows: 


Name ^ 


Sex’ t 
Race 
Born 


r 




Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Occupation 
Marital Status 
Peculiarities 


Georg@7'>JCoval ' "I." l‘ / 7 
Male 1 

White 

December 25, 1913# 

Sioux City, Iowa 
6 ' 1 " 

170-175 

Black-dark brown 
Brown 

Electrical Engineer 
Single 

Wore glasses; acne condition 
on face. 


/' 

) 

h< 


\ 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS; 


'[ 


I 


I CCNY. stated he had no affiliation 
with engineering units of ASTP, CCNY and could not recall 
information regarding military assignments from A^TP* 

I stated he knew the subject in 19^5 
^called KOVAL had worked 
ioyed y Mount Sinai Hospital, 
j NY Operations Office, AEC, 


at oa k Ridge. Tennessee 


ik 

under |_. 

NYCj described l 




as possible source of in fnrmaf . 1 nn rftFfmHn g SUfr . Iggfr 
No record of tenancy fori 
Street, NYC, I 


] 


Bronx, New York, stated that name GEORGE KOVAL is 
'mfJu. r and was unable to Id entify photograph of flag 
subject, 1 I stated he was born 


b 7 


4 ® 


Cambridge, Massachusetts,Records relating to administrative 
procedure 3225 Star Unit, ASTU believed to be 
filed at Department Record Branch, Washington, D.C. 
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DETAILS: 


Interview of[ 


| Colleg e of the City of New Yor k (CCNY) was 
interviewed by SA l ~ I, on October 

28 , 1957, and stated as follows: 


During the period 1943-1944, he was in charge 
of the Foreign Language Section of the Army Specialized 
Training Program (ASTP) at CCNY. In addition to 
teaching, his duties included the following: 


Supervisor of foreign information 
training of ASTP personnel. 


Consultation with CCNY faculty and ASTP 
officers regarding the progress of trainees including 
making recommendations regarding those trainees who 
felled to maintain the required academic standards. 

I ~l 3tated he had no affiliation with 

the various engineering units of ASTP and could not 
furnish information concering those branches. He could 
not recall any specific information regarding military 
assignments from the ASTP but believed that assignments 
were made exclusively by the Ar my and were in no way 
influenced by the CCNY facuity., f I stated that 

the name GEORGE KOVAL was unknown to him and v?as unable 
to identify a photograph of the subject as being of 
an individual whom he had known or met. 


b' 


~2~ 
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._Caneacaing the above, w hen intervie wed by 

SAI I on June 12, 1 957.1 1 

I I CCNY. suggested ! l as a 

possible source of information concerning the ASTP, 
CCNY and military assignments therefrom. 


Interview withf | 

I I employed as a | I 

General Atomics, a div ision of General Dy namics. San Diego. 
California, advised SA | | of the following 

on July 22, 1957: 

He knew the subject during 19^5 at Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, KOVAL was employed at that facility 
until he was transferred to Dayton, Ohio, where he was 
employed with the Manhattan Project at the Monsanto 
Chemical Company, 

| | stated that his last visual contact with b?c 

KOVAL was during 19^6 or 19^7. He recalled that he 
telephonically contacted the subject at New York sometime 
during the period 19^7-19'i-9 in an attempt to interest 
the subject in a position opportunity as a health physicist. 

He recalled that KOVAL was not interested in the position 
and that his main interest ;;as in electrical engineering. 

At the time of his telephonic contact with KOVAL, 
the latter was a civilian and had recently acquired a 
degree in electrical engineering, 

_Regarding KOVAL'S employm ent with the Manhat tan 

Pro.iect. l I stated KOVAL worked under | | 

who is presently employed as a radiologist at the Mount 
Sinai Hospital in New York City. 


- 3 - 
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I I Identified as presently in 

charge of the New York Operations Office of the Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) was described as a possible source of 
information concerning the subject. 

I I described the extent of his association 
with KOVAL as having been restricted to their mutual 
employment with/Manhattan Project during World War II and 
stated he did not associate with KOVAL socially. He 
characterized KOVAL as a solid, dependable sort of 
person "all the way through" and considered him a loyal 
employee. 


[ 


TrusteesMount 
New York City, 
June 1954 that 
radiologi st at 1 
listed as I 


Sinai Hos pital. 11 East 

dvi gpri_I 


] Board of 


100t h Street, 
] during 


I is employed as a 
His residence address was 


[ 


hat hospital r .— - 

, I New York City. 

yV/tA I_ / 

] Perso i 


Division, AEC, 70 OolnnffuH Avenue. New York Cttv 
made available during Juno L954, to SA[ 


'sojmel 


employment records which disclosed that ! 

_|served in the United States Arm y from March 25* 

to March 23, 1947. On May 23, 1Q47. I l received 

a temporary appointment from the AEC as l 
P-8, which was de signat ed as a regular appointment on 
January 9, 1949. | I was employed continuously until 


19447 


October 3, 1949, ai 
his position. 


which time he voluntarily resigned 
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On July 30, 1956# an undated and unsigned 
typewritten letter was received at the New York office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The 
envelope containing the letter was postmarked 
July 28, 1956, at Brooklyn 2, New York, Contents 
of the letter are as follows : 

r —1 

Street, New York, NY, about 45> 5-5, 180 
lbs. Said to be an important communist. 

"He was I i Medical 

Division at the Atomic Energy Commission, N.Y. 
Office until about 5 years ago. He resigned 
and accepted a position with the Mt. Sinai 
Hospital, N.Y.C. 

"He was an army captain, was with the 
Agency when it was called the Manhattan 
Project. Was among the early committees that 
went to Japan to study the effects of the 
atom bomb. As a doctor, he is said to try, 
when possible, bad practice on anti¬ 
communists ," 

On August 7, 1956, I I 

Personnel Clearance Branc h. Security Divi sion , r AEC, 

New Y ork City, advis ed SA I I that I I 

I I was employed as l l or the New York 

Operations Office, AEC, from May 23, 19^7» to Octo ber 3« 
1949 * when he voluntarily resigned. Further, that | I 
holds a current Q, clearance, reinstated October 18, ry^y, 
as a consultant to the New York Operations Office, AEC. 


-5- 
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y _ 

I I Personnel Divisio n, 

AEC, 70 Columbus Avenue , New Y'oofc City , .advised SA I I 

during June, 1954, that I _ I has been 

continuously employed as a physicist with that agency at 
70 Columbus Avenue since October 27, 1947. 


When interviewed by SA 


— 1 

LaVerne. California, on Octcber 16. 

1QS6.1 



I I during the period 

1946-1948, stated that the subject was acquainted with 
a zoology professor at Columbia University (CU), New 
York City during the period 1547-1948. 

Upon being informed by SA I I of the 

identities of faculty mem bers of the Zoology Department, 
CU, 1947-1948, | | commented as fallows: 


She vaguely reca lled the first name of 
the zoology professo r asI I and t herefore suggested 

the possibility thatl | described' to her 

as a graduate student employed in the Zoology Department, 
CU. may be identical teftth subject’s former acquaintance. 
~] emphatically stated that the surname 
[ is totally unfamiliar to her. 


CU, New York Citv. advised SA I I on 

September 30, 1957, that the alumni and faculty records 
of that univ ersity failed to disclose a current ad dress fo r 
1 anri his la.st known address was at I I 

\ New York City during 1950* 


b' 


-6- 
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[ _ r 

Street, New York City, advised SAI 


1 212 F.aat 8Qt 


3 


on October 2, 1957, that the tenancy records of that apart- 
ment house for the period Janua ry, 1950 to th e present 
failed to disclose a record fori lor the surname 

of l I 1 - 1 


I I advised SA | ~| on October 

14, 1QS7. that Inq uiry of CU faculty members disclosed 
that l l reportedly had moved to the State of 

Virginia during 1950, exact address and place of 
employment unknown. 


1 ■ , I Bronx, 

New York, advised SA| |of the following on 

September 19, 1957: 

He attended CCNY from June, 1946 until 
his graduation during June, 1949. He majored in Business 
Administration and attended classes at the business 
school annex of CCNY at 23rd Street, New York City* He 
described the name GEORGE KOVAL as unfamiliar and was 
unable to identify a photograph of the subject as 
being of an individual he had known or met, _He_als£L_ 
(tehtefl having met or known an individual named I_I 


b 7 


p 

Vv- 


He denied any connection with the ASTP, 

CCNY during World War II, although he was aware of the pro¬ 
gram and knew several individuals who had beennembers 
of the program. He stated that he vaguely recalled a 
student of engineering at CCNY duri ng the? annwYlma tfi 
period 1946-1948 who also was named \ | 


-7 
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but was not related to him. 


_ : _Concerning I lit is noted that 

I 1 a former acquaintan ce of the subject 

during p eidod 1946-19^8 . advised SA | I on June 8, 1956, 


that one£ 


] a former student at CCNY 


"associated freely" with the subject prior to 19^8. 


I 


VjJz 

Njeg: 

tim 


J Alumni Assodatioh, CCNY, advised 
n December 18, 1954 thatf 


__|was graduated from CCNY on June 22, 1948, with a 

egree of Bachelor of E lectrica l Engineering. At the 
tlrme of his graduation.! I listed his residence as 

being at|iBronx, New York, 

- fet 


Avenue, Bronx, New York, advised SA [ 


] on January 4, 


1957 , that the tenancy records of that apartment house 
were recently destroyed through the year 1952, it W as 
noted that no nns hv hho nnmo nfT 
resident at| 


nr 


].ls a current 


Bronx, New York. 


WL, //v/y, 


✓ ' 


[ 


] 




I I was recontacted 

at his place of employment, Si&pefc Laboratories, 6l4 /*' 

North LaPeer Drive. Lo s Angeles, California, on August 
2, "1957. b y SA l I He stated he was born on November 

I I at f!amhrd dp-«=>. Mafffca ohugpi.f-.a . He said that his 

1 auner* s name waal I and that his mother's 

name was I \ 

-^- 1 — 
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Concerning the above, it is noted that 
records of the Division of Vital Statistics, Boston, 
Massachuse tts. as reviewed on March 15, 1957* for the 
birth da te I 1 d isclosed no record for 

the name | | 

During/^ntervj e w withl ~1 

at LaVerne . California, by SA I I on October 16, 19 56i 

I identified a photograph of I I 

l as an individual she had met at a 1950 New Year's 
Eve Party in Los Angeles, California. 


I I recalled I l as having stated, 

at the party, thafc^he had known the subject at Oak Ridge,, 
Tennessee during/latter part of World War II, 

When interviewed by SA I I at Los 

Angeles, California, on October 2Q. 1956.1 j reiterated 
previous denials of having met I l and knowing 

or having had contact with the subject at any time. 


Miscellaneous 

I 1 Kansas 

City Records Center. Adju tant General's O ffice. Kansas 
City,Missouri, advised SA | I on July 8, 1957* 

that he was unable to locate any information concerning 
the administrative procedures of the 3225 STAR Unit, 

Army Specialized Training Unit (ASTU), CCNY. 

I I made available to SA| | 

two special orders pertaining to the subject v;mcn 
are as folloifs: 

Paragraph 6, Special Order No. 29* Army 
Service Forces, Second Service Command, 






NY 65-16756 


Hq 3225 SCSU (ASTP), 3204 SCSU (STARS) & 

1280 SCSU (ROTO), Army Hall, The City College, 

1560 Amsterdam Avenue., New York 31# N.Y,, 
dated 2/5/44 which reflects that Cpl. GEORGE 
KOVAL 32790994, Co. A, was transferred to 
attached unassigned Co. P, 2nd Bn,, ASTU 3225th 
SCSU to pursue course of instruction in 
electrical engineering 1 T erm 6. This or der 
wa s issued bv the order ofT I signed 

by I I AGP, Adjutant." 

Paragraph 3# Special Order No, 157# Army Service 
Forces, Second Service Command, Hdq. 3225 SCSU 
(ASTP), 1280 SCSU (ROTC), Army Hall, The City 
College, 1560 Amsterdam Ave,, New York 31# N.Y., 
dated 8/7/44 reflected that Cpl. GEORGE KOVAL, 
3279G994 SSN (371)# was attached unassigned 
ASTU 3225 SCSU CCNY, New York, N.Y,, was 
transferred to 1st Provisional SEP Unit, Oak Ridge, 
Tenn,, and was to depart 8/9/44 to Co. Comm ander 
upon arr ival, by order ofr"^ 1 

signed by | | AGP, Adjutant.” 

I I stated that he believed records 

relating to administrative procedure of the 3225 STAR Unit, 
which might include information regarding assignments 
and transfer orders could be located at the Bepartment ,1 
Record Branch. Washington £*>,D,C., under authority # 

"TWX TAG 13354 SPX0C-T29, July, 1944". 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE 


11/29/57 


SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 3-/S-09— 


CLASSIFIED BY 






\ 


GEORGE^KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


„ uun-vwi' ■ —.— ■ r —- j 

- -0ECLASSIFY-(Stlo';iifcX__\ 


Rerep of Sa[ 


1 dated and 


captioned as above, five copies of which are enclosed, and 
NY letter to Bureau, 9/24/57. 


Request of Bureau 

Relet requested the Bureau to consider the 
advisability Of directing I ts llalaon ranresentatlv e 
.at London, England, to have I I 

interviewed regarding the subject to determine if the latter 
is identical with an unknown Soviet agent who has been 






v, 

i 


W 

T* 

V 5V 




Inasmuch as the NYO is in process of reviewing 
the file in this case to determine logical investigation 
necessary prior to closing the investigation, the Bureau 
is requested to advise this office of its decision 
with regard to the suggested lead at London, England. 


bl 



IE ADS 
BOSTON 


•iMi istfshsai ion ccj/ttr: 

IS u- 

BKCJEPX filUS&A Ssl&CT 
.«JSRWIS» 


WJMHED 

'JLz- 
'iiv* 5 


b' 





At Boston, Massachusetts 


'Oc/'j Will, at the State House, check records of Division 

• #of Vital Stat istics. tO locate » r^pnrd nf hi ■pfih frvrl I 


3 o 

£ 3 

O - 

[: o 

n 

a 

fc Uj 

p, <«? 

O or' 


reportedly bom tof 



at Cambridge, Massachusetts, on 11/19/16. 

W* - 

- Bureau (65-62911) (Encs. 5) (RM) 

--Boston (65-3981) (Encs. 2|.(RM) 


2 - Washington Field (65-6901 

3 - New York (65-16750) 


3 
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DEC 3 1357 
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WASHINGTON FIELD 


At Washington, D.C. 

Will, at the Department Record Branch, attempt 
to locate records relating to administrative procedure of 
the 3225 STAR Unit reportedly on file under authority # 
"TWX TAG 13354 SPX0C-T29, July, 1944"; will report all 
pertinent lnforaatlon concerning transfer and assignment 
procedure of that unit including names of military and 
civilian personnel, who made assignments and authorized 
orders. 

NEW YORK 

At New York. New York 

1. Will interview the following concerning 
their knowledge of the subjects 


NYC 


| | b7C 

New York Operations Office 
ABC 

70 Columbian Avenue 
NYC 

, Z* _Will recontactl ~l 

(retired), |_| regarding his knowledge 

of a professor or dean from a New England college who *■ 

reportedly selected trainees from ASTP, CCNY, for a 
classified project, 

/ .3* Will complete file review directed at 
bringing this case to a logical conclusion and set out 
necessary ledds. 


REFERENCE 



Report of SA 


7/22/57, New York. 


- 2 - 
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SACj Xew Fork (55~l5?&) December ll» I9y? 

Director> FBI (S$-529U) ne 

„ 52801 

jdsrKX'&L 

XSPIOXAGX - cl 


Bear lei n/2yfy/. 

One copy each if pur letter of 9/2$/5?> 
the blind forwarded iH.trewii?'^ end the two 
photograpTie 9 hate teen sent to i** legate Korerfen, 
for appropriate action • Toi will he adviced upon 
receipt of information from La gat s London. 
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TO 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 


date: December 19, 1957 V” 


,9| 




ijjpwfi : 

SUBJECT: 


Legal Attache, London 

GEORGE KOTAEr*-^ 

ESPIONAGE - Tts=«=«s« 


( 65 - 95 ?) 



5 ^SOo 





c y 

r 



u ';• 


Relet SAC New York Office dated 9/2U/57* 

t$J*£—sn 

This is to advise that i U iave been asked to Wt. the iSitp.h 
authori ties to sho w^the^ nhotog-ranhs of subject KOVAL to | I . 

j but to date j^ J l h as not any re P^-Y from the Dutch authorities 

This matter is being followed and the Bureau willjbe immediately ^ 
ormed when results are at hand. _ f) 
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Office MemMmdum • UNITED ST^ES GOVERNMENT 


I 



FBI (65-62911) 
(65-6901) 


DATE 1/16/58 


subject GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(00: NY) 


ReNYlet dated 11/29/57, requesting WFO to contact 
Department Record Branch in an attempt to locate records 
relating to administrative procedure of the 3225 STAR Unit 
reportedly on file under authority number "TWX TAG 13354 
SPXOC-T29, July, 1944." 

On 1/14/58, 1 I Depart¬ 
mental Records Branch, TAGO, Department of the Army*_ 

Federal Records Center, Alexandria, Va., advised SA l I 

I I that after a thorough review of records in his 

custody, he was unable to locate a record under the above 
authority number or under 3225 STAR Unit. RUC. 
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2- Bureau 

2 - New York (65-16756) (RM) 
1 - WFO 
CAM: wpr 
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Office Memorandum • united stateFgovernment 

TO . DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) DATE January 29, 1958 



SAC, BOSTON (65-3981) 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Rerep of SA[ 


} dated 11/29/5?, 


SA[ 


] on 1/20/58, at the Division 


of Vital Statistics, State House, Boston, Massachusetts, 
checked the indices of births in Massachusetts for the 
years 1916 through TQ PQ and it was noted that there was 
no one by the name of I I mentioned as having been bom 
in Massachusetts during this period. A check of the 
births n s ted in Cambridge, Massachusetts, for the date 



_Jreflected in Volume 20, Page 246, a canvass 

return of a birth in the City of Cambridge, Middlesex 
County, Massachusetts, as a result of a canvass made 
in January, 1919. 


This return was filed on 2, 
indicated that a male by th e name of[ 

~| was bom I I in Cambridge 1 

The father’s name was given, as[ 


^21/19. 


The 


return 

] 


Massachusetts. 


] 24 


b 


Inman Street, Cambridge^'E^ed, white, born in Leominister, 
Massachusetts, and occupat ion, railroad tra inman. The 
mother's name was given as l I She wasjDom 

in Cambridge and resided at 24 Indian Street, Cambridge. 

No further information was listed in the recprds. (. 

i tl 

The above-mentioned birth is being furnished 
to the Office of Origin for whatever action they may 
deem adviseable inasmuch as Boston cannot, with th e information 
availabl e, determine whetherl I is identi cal 

with the I I who was bom on l I , 1 

in Cambri dge. Massachusett s, and whose mother's name is / 
listed as | I \j/j. 


RUC. 

''2,'- Bureau (RM) - 55 !\ 

2 - New York (65-l6?56) (RM) t- - . 

1 - Boston 


\n 


RET:cds 

(5) 
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®SfE0 i019 h* 
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'* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 

DATE 

1 Al /5ft 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

. 12/12.16.27/57: 

1 / 6 “ 

TITLE OF CASE 

GEORGE KOVAL 

J 

j 

REPORT MADE BY 9 , l 6 ,20, 21/^8 | 

TYPED BY 

CHAR ACTE] 

ESPIONAGE - R 

j cxd 

b7C 


SYNOPSIS. 


I I recalled subject as 

assigned to MED. Monsanto Chemical Co., 

Dayton, Ohio, 1945-46; described subject’s 
assignments with MED as sensitive and 

affording him access toinforma- .lyj 

tion. Could recall nothing concerning 
subject’s activities at MED, Dayton, Ohio, 
which suggests latter was engaged in 

I I New York 

Operations Office. AEC. stated ha has 
never me t GEORGE KOVAL. I I 

I I unable to furnish information re 

professor or dean from New England college 
who report edly selected ASTP trainees at 
CCNY for cXassifiecTgovernment nroject 
during 1944. 
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- i 




APPROVED 


ECIAL. AGENT 
CHARGE 


COPIES MA] 


2 

1 

3 


Bureau (65-62911) "(RM) 

Buffalo ( 65 - 2278 ) (RM) 

Washington Field ( 65 - 6901 ) (ln£ol (rm) 
New York ( 65 - 1675 °) ' * * 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


frr- 4 ^/ 1 - /jU«a> 


dKDED - 91 


/« 


COPIES destroyed 
ft 468 dec 8 I9fin 






PROPERTY OF FBI —This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned 







NY 65-16756 


DETAILS: 


| | Mt. Sinai 

Wnsnltai. 11 East tooth Street, New York City, was 
interviewed by SA l I on January 

16 , 1958 , and stated as follows: 

He identified a passport photograph of the 
subject taken during 1948 as a photograph of GEORGE 
KOVAL who he recalled as having been assigned to the 
Manhattan Engineering District (MED), Monsanto 
Chemical Company, Dayton,Ohio, during the period 
ig45_46 . He recalled that KOVAL worked in the Health- 
Physics Division of the MED and was ... member of the 
United States Army, 

I I who described his personal capacity 

during 1944-46 as 

I[responsible for the health 
oi' MED employees, could net recall tne specific 
nature of the subject's work with the MED, but 
believed It generally involved research and prepara¬ 
tion of reports concerning hi ..an reactions to nuclear 
exposure. In connection uitn vhe above assignment, 
the subject would have haa recess to informa¬ 

tion and his position was sensitive. \ T stated he 
could recall nothing concerning the subject's activitie 
at the Dayton area office which in retrospect suggests 
that the latter was e ngaged in espionage or other 
subversive activity. I I noted his dealings with the 
subject were restricted to their mutual assignments 
with the MED, and that he knew nothing conce rning 
KOVAL's social activities or acquaintances. I I 

emphatically stated that he has not been in contact 
with the subject since 1945 


] New York 
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Operations Office, Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), VO 
Columbus Avftnnft. Neu VoTur 01 tv. was nont.nr.ted by SAS 

__| on January 

20, 1958/ and stated as followss 


He has never met GEORGE KOVAL, but knew of 
the latter as a result of having attended a Health- 
Physics Forum sponsored by the AEC at the Cast Ridge 
National Laboratory, Oak Itioge, Tennessee, during the 
Fall of 1947. included in the instructional text was 
a thesis written by GEORGE KOVAL titled "Determin ation 
of Particulate Air-Dorn e Long L ived Activity.'" 'Upon 
"referring to his notes. T I stated that KOVAL wrote 

the above thesis during the period of his military 
assignment with the Manhattan project during World War 
II at which time he was assigned to the Health-Physics 
Department, 


I I stated that other than the above, he 

could furnish no information concerning GEORGE KOVAL. 


[ 


] 


(retired),l_ 

recontacted by SAI 
1958. [ 


United States Army 
Jiew York City, was 
j on January 21, 


Jwas questioned regarding the identity 


of a professor or dean from a New England college who 
reportedly during 1944 was commissioned by the United 
States Government to select trainees from the Army 
Specialized Training Program (ASTP), College of the City 
of New York (CCNY), for a secret project. 


I I stated that he has no recollection 

of the above incident, but noted that he w as transferred 
from his assignment as l I ASTP, CCNY, 

during 1944 and suggested that the above incident regarding 
selection of ASTP trainees may have occurred subsequent to 
his command. 
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.Cfimjerning 

I Former 


as l 


a 


"SAS[ 


the above, it is noted that l I 

Majo r, United States Array, assigned 

"itn ASTP. nnMV. rhn-nnrr 1 Q^- 


4fj., advised _ 

on August 27, 1957,' that a professor or dean from a 
England college, possibly Harvard, had visited CGNY 


New 

unexpectedly during 
ASTP trainees for a 


1944 for the purpose of selecting 
classified government project. 


I I suggested tnat l I 

who headed the Classification unit of the 7E3TF at uuwx 
during 1944, may possibly be able to supply more detailed 
information regarding the above classified project. 
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Office Memorandum 


4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT* 


TO 



FROM . 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) date 1/31/58 


SAC, NEW YORK ( 65 -I 6756 ) 
& 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP. - R 




_ Transmitted herewi th are five copies of the report 

of SA | dated and captioned as above. 

LEADS 

BUFFALO 



At Rochester, New York 

Will recontact | I 

US Army, Room 738, Sibley Tower Building, 25 North st., 
concerning the identity of a professor or dean from a New 
England college, possibly Harvard, who reportedly selected 
ASTP trainees at CCNY during 1944 for a classified 
government project. 


NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 



1. Will recontact appropriate members of CCNY 
faculty to develop information concerning their recollection 
of the incident wherein a professor or dean from New England 
college reportedly selected ASTP trainees at CCNY during 1944 
for a classified government project. 



^2 Bureau ( 65 - 62911 ) (Enel. 5) (RM) 

2 - Buffalo (65-2278) (Enel. 2) (rm) 

1 - Washington Field ( 65 - 69 OI) (Enel, l) (RM) 

3 - New York ( 65 - 16756 ) 


WCG:cxd 
(81 


91 -/#3 
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LEADS continued ^ • \ 7 ^/ 

2. Will await results of investigation pending -j\ 
at London, England, WFO and Buffalo prior to making \ I 
recommendation to close this case. 1 

WASHINGTON FIELD (INFO) 

One copy of the enclosed report has been 
designated for the WFO inasmuch as that office is presently 
conducting investigation in this case. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SAT 
at New York. 


], 11/29/571 


b7C 


2 
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Office Memora, 
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UNITED STAlSJPoVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, BUFRM0 (65-2278) 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
%0; Few York City 


date: 3 / 12 / 5 8 


Rerep SA 

at Mew York City. 


of Buildup, siDioy topbi- ««**“*-o-; 

RocheaterTmi.i finished the following information: 

The on^fiiemlty »»ber “t CCKJ IWS 
active- U the for th» ASK a* CMT, 

who, to hjh. knowledM^ rty ***■ a he w InglW* College, - 

was I According to I,___ 

as ha recalls ■ wae fro, either har vard ST Taxe. 

I |worked directly under l_- 

1-1 and wa s paid by the V.3 . Government for aervicen^ 

rendered to the ASTP. I icould not recall the e*act 

tree of sertiee rendered by| I or t ^ t n i- 

I -lnas "commissioned toy tne government. I- 

' said he had no further pertinent information regarding 
thia matter. 

/nnriv l I is probably identical with 

I KNV11 I mentioned on page 8 of the 

1 report of 5A f I * 7/22/57, at New York 

City. y.y '! — z. otiN 


3Am> i _ 

Sibley Tower BuJ 


1, dated 1/31/58, 


report of SA|_ 

City. H,y. ~ otiN 

In view of above, no report being submitted by 
Buffalo. • • HOC.. 


’ rtfX ' 

a -m 

1 - Mew*York City (65-16756)(RM) 

1 - Buffalo 

^HBTsRMI^' r- 1 • 

-r ■ <yiai 


C 9 1 

dsc»0 fawoMvr* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

NEW YORK 


Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 


Date 


3/27/58 


Investigative Period 

2/1,12,21;3/3,7,17,21/58 


TITLE OF CASE 


0 

GEORGE KOVAL 


Report nade by’ 


[ 




Typed By 

ajc b 


CHARACTER OF CASE _ 

A ^ lt rnu rtW*A 1 *® r 
ptixesb'' mv:ed 

ESPIONAGE - R /v'" ' ' ' 




V 


E’-w - - 


Synopsis: 



Faculty members, CCNY, unable to furnish 
pertinent Information regarding selection 
of AS(FP trainees for classified project 
urlng 1944. Records Division cf Vital 
jStatlstics, Boston, Massachusetts, reflected 
|that birth record canvass, Cambridge, 
assachus etts. during January. 1Q1Q . 
isclosedl I bom 

to I ~| 




% 


- P - 


X. a-* 1-; 

United S tates Army, assigned as[ 


to the Army SpecializedcTralning Program 
CASTP;, College of the City o f New York (CCNY) , 
during 1Q43-1944. advised SAS | 1 

and _ 


/ 


^on August 27, 1957, 






that a professor or dean from a New England 
college, possibly Harvard, had visited CCNY 


j: 
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in Charge 
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Bureau ( 65 - 629 H) (RM) 

Los Angeles (65-6124) (RM) 
New York (65^16756) . _ „ 


A/ i \ _ 

iES DESTROYED 
R 458 DEC 8 i960 


03 




> 31 ^ 958 \ 


£0=- 



f * r* "\ 

C 


V 


Lhs/o/ & 

' o,o C -inr* CLASSfrlhtJ B/’ Tn 

"- « 3 !85 ®_Kcl'a.£.a. c:;.3x 

to you by Vhe FBI, 


property of FBI - This report is loaned 
the agency to which loaned 


and neither it nor Its* contents are to be distributed outside 


☆ us GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 7956 O—385319 






NY 65-16756 


trainees^? A U of£LJ2? 4 / 0r the P ur P° se o£ selecting ASTP 
trainees for a classified government project. 


tn he Ide ntified herewith, 
Jon March 3 and 7, 


__ ^ Faculty members of ccnv 

!?®?§ contacted by Sa| i on March 3 a 

i95a, concerning the &D6VS mentioned classified prolect. 
noted ^h to furnlsh pertinent information. It is 

oontaot^d t bv a S5H i ^ il M aOUlty ? embers had b ®en previously 
by f*| [concerning the subject and Indicated 

familiarity with the ASTP, CCNY, 1943 through 1945 



by SAl 
Drive 






fliiffiint P 11957, Iwas recontacted 

--JfJ Signet itafcfiratorles, Tl4 North LaPeer 

, California. I I advised he was born 

nflv Gamfre i flgft . Massachusetts.“ He said hi a _ 

_I <md his mother's name was I I 

advised specifically that he was not- 


' bom In thA ZFZ+Z a-p «« i !t v ' , - ocu wpecixacaxxy that he was nol 

S™h“sta?e ofMichlg^ USan ““ to faCt had never resld «> 


saJ" 

3f V! 


] on January 20, 1958, at the 


t ltyX Statistics, 'state "House,'Boston^'Massachusetts 
?oi£ k ?v! the , of birfchs in Massachusetts for the years * 

Itlt and it was noted that there was no one^y the 

JS?? ° £ \. Imentioned as having been bom in Massachusetts during 
this period. A check of the births listed in Cambridge, S 

V?lume h 20 et p^ e f p4n the dat ® November *9, 1918, reflected in 

?i 24 °’ * canvass return of a birth in the City of 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts, as a result of a 
canvas's! made in January, 1919. * ^ 01 a 








r - / f 



NY 65-16756 



\ 


At 


ThlB return was filed on February pi . i cn q . <rhe 
idlcated that a male bv the nawa ofJ_ 


ii£D—indicated tl 
I was bornQ 
fatKir's name * 



The father's name was g; 
Street, Cambridge; race. 
Massachusetts, an d occupation 
name was given' asl 
24 


T in Caiwhr» 1 <T 6 rg> 


] 


, Massachusetts. 
J 24 Inman 


~*b4>rn in'Leominister, 

Mroad trainman. The mother's 
She was born in Cambridge 
No further 


_cai 


and resided at 24 inman street, CambridgeI 
information was listed in the recorda, - 

j ~l : -- 

When interviewed, by'sTI I at her 

! re si dence: 1 ,. n La jVerne, California, on October 16, 1956, 

L_—_—_____jBelf-described as subject's! *]during 

■ tffag r i ofl thro ugh 19 ^ 8 , identified a pnotograpn or 

I , 1 -L- , --.-^-l as a * 1 individual She met at a 1950 New Years 

party in bos Angeles, California. || recalled ! 1 

“ J}?J 1 2 L stat ^ d# at fche part y' thkt he had known the subject 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during the latter part of World War II. 
and knew a woman who had told him she had seen KOVAL in Europe. 

ioe ;6 !■«, ■ , ■ \ l waa reinterviewed on October 29, 

195 o, at has place of business. Signet Laboratories, Los Angeles, 
California, and reiterated previous denials of having met 

L___l knowing or having contact with the subject 

at any time. 

The files of the New York Office, Federal Bureau of 


[ 


-— r cuci’tu, jo ureai 

Invest ig a tion (FBI), as reviewed on March 17, 1958, by SA 

I 1 4-^. ^ j ._-t_J_A_ . . . . 9 


determined identifiable with ] 

above. I 


mentioned 


b7C 


Miscellaneous 


£ 


’ETOWtfcUfcVJ'l 


jKansas City 


Records Center, Adjui 

Missouri, advised SA 1 v „ *»ux^ «, tnat ne 

was unable to locate any Information concerning the administrative 

Unit e (ASTO)° f CCNY 3225 STAR Unit '-' Army s P eclal i zed Training 


I 'n O ffice, Kansas City, 

Ion July 8 , 1957 , that he 


- 3 - 








V? - 

4 


f 



NY 65-16756 


1 I stated that he believed records relating 

to administrative procedure of the 3225 STAR Unit, which 
might include Information regarding assignments and transfer 
orders could fee located at the Department Record Branch, 
Washington 25 , D.C.. under authority number "OTX TAG 13354 
SPX0C-T29, July, 1944.” 

On January 14, 1958, I I 

Departmental Records Branch, TAGO, Department of the Amor, 
Fed eral Wmanntia Ce nter, Alexandria, Virginia, advised 
SA I I that after a thorough review of records 

In ms custody, he was unable to locate a record under the 
above authority number or under 3225 STAR Unit, 



- 4 - 




STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office MjcmoUndmn • 


i 


TO 


u FROM 

H 

SUBJECT' 


UNITED STAT m GOVERNMENT 

r \ 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) DATE: 3/27/58 

SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


of SA[ 


Tranamltted herewi th are five copies of the report 

I, dated and captioned as above. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA[ 


1 1/31/58, at NY. 


LEADS 


LOS ANGELES 


At Los Angeles, Californ ia 

1 


1. Will revi ew office Indices and cond uct appropriate 
agency checks regardingI 
whether^ 


I to determine 
, ty in the past. 


2. Will recontact I 
whether or not he has used th e surname 


use of name other than 
of birth c 
Cambridgej 


ysed tjn 


Question 


him 


assachusetts, on[ 


n mm con 
1 bom tol 


1 concerning 
Tif he denies 

.? 


co ncerning the rec ord 

at 


I 


NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 


1. Will await results of investigation pending at 
Lpndon, England, and Los Angeles, California. 


b" 


2. Will continue file review in this case directed 
at bringing this Investigation tq a conclusion upon completion 
- 

(Ends. 3) (RM) ~ " 

ea MAR.S* m 

v , 4 


Bureau (65-62911)( 

2 - Los Angeles ( 65-0 

3 - New York (66-167" 


o 


* 7T» T* ^ 





WCG: ajc 
(7) 




Report Form 
FD-263 (5-1^5^ 


* t 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 

Date 

LOS ANGELES 

NEW YORK 

5/&Z58 


TITLE OF CASE 


Investigative Period 


O 

GEORGE KOVAL 


Report made by 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


>9 J-v, ^9 ^9 

Typed Byi 

lkr 


ESPIONAGE - R 


Synopsis: 


Ireinterview ed 5/1/58. He stated he has 
never used surname of I I He admits he was born out 

ftf wgriioftk and had heard his t rue father’s name was|_| 

| He states that his mother 

married I I In 1920 and they moved to California 

when he was about two years old. His mother.| | 

does not know he has knowledge of above factsT I I again 
denied any knowledge of KOVAL and offered to give signed 

statment of this denial. - Ittficjfeps of Los Angeles Offigg_ 

and agency nheoifs at Los flnga.es fail to reflect that|_| 

has used name f 1 


- RUC - 



\ 


ft U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE* 1956 O—-8BB3I9 








LA 65 - 61 % 

I L . signet Laboratories, 

6l4 North La Peer Avenue, T^a«n^ps California was 
reinterviewed on Hav 1 . 1958 hv rijTft 1 s I l and <-> 

I , I T 

te ' ■ > * 

I I stated that since he was last interviewed 
regarding KOVAL, he has given this matter much thought. 

Regarding-the allegation that he had known KOVAL o? knew a 
woman that knew KOVAL, he stated his best efforts to 

recall such an acquaintance has lulled. He stated that he 
dooks upon this entire matter aS^Very embarrassing and that 
it has caused him much concern, rie stated that he believes 
that the person making the allegation concerning him is 
confused regarding hi 3 identity, however, he does not deny 
tha t he attend ed the open tfouse party or that he possibly 
ftet | | at this pa^fejf'.' He offered to appear at the 

Los Angeles Office of the FBI and give a signed statement 
denying this allegation if such would asslstuin convincing 
the FBI that he is sincere in his denials of knowledge 
concerning GEORGE KOVAL. 

r, s,'«M * I Isa ld he had never used any othe r surname 

other than I I He repeated that he wa* born | | 

I I at Cambridge . Massachusetts and gave his father's ■ 

as j_^ l and his mother's name as I . H . L 7C 

I I was asked whether he had ever used the nam? I I 

or wh ether his mother was previoihLy married to a man 
named| |then stated that he was embarrassed 

to admit tnat he "was born out of wedlock. He said that he 
had learned of this information accidentally and not even 
his own mother was aware th at he knew this fact. He stated 
that hia father wa s known as | | or possibly 

| ~ | He said that hi knows very little 

information about his true father, except that he was 
reported to have been a sergeant in the Army during Worid 
War I. He said he had never seen his father and doesn't 
know whether he is living or not. He said th at in 1920 when 
he was about two years old his mother marrl edl 1 

and they moved to California. He said that | | 

is the only father he had ever known. 

I I stated that he knew of this information 
when first interviewed concerning KOVAL, however, because 
of his denials of acquaintance or knowledge of KOVAL, he 
felt it was not necessary to furnish detailed information 
regarding his own background. 




2 




LA 65**6L24 


Indices of the Los Angej 
Bureau of Investigation as of jjaa- 
lnformation identi fiable with I 
or reflecting that| 
name in the past. -s 


•Office of the Federal 
1Q5fl contained no 

Ihas used this 


Records of the Los Angles Police Depart ment 
were caused to be searched on April 2 5. 1958 by SEl I 

, These records reflect one l I 

I Lo s Angeles Police TV T n ' nil *^' h Mr> - 
No. I I has an extensive arrest record. This l I 

l ls described as aale, white, age 37 in 
W7; ijfair, black; eyes, brown; - height, 5'9§"; weight, 

1^5 pounds; born in North Carolina; occupation, carpenter. 

In between the physical description 

of I I and the above person, it appears 

that they are not Identical. 

Records of the Retail Merchants Credit Association 
of Lo s Angeles were c aused to oe searched on April 25. 1958 
by SEl \ but reflected no record for a| | 


ft APPROX. 


- BUC - 



- 3 - 





f 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 




DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


?V^SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 

■XsG> O 


DATE 5/15/58 


subject GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
00: New York 


i 


Tr ansmitted herewith are five (5) copies of the 
report of Sa|| dated and captioned as 
above. 


REFERENCE 

Report of S,fi| | dated 

March 25 , lypo ax New xoric. 1 





BECf-ffl 

a-102 

2 - Bureau (ends. 5) (REGISTERED) 
2 - New YorB (ends. 3 (REGISTERED) 
1 - Los Angeles 


HHW:lkr 
(5) 


V 



ls MAY 20 1958 



ALL T>~07r'\nClf CONTAINED 
HEREIj L3 /> -r -r 

DAT S IT S/c/ BY. §2IA12 






ujjice memorandum • unitep.^ates government 


S>4-' f\ U '‘ 1 J 

DIRECTOR, ^1 (65-62011) DATE 5/26/58 


FROM 


SUBJECT 

gs 

g ? 5 
tu ’ a 




At^r yohk (65-16756) 


O 

-so ’3E ivOVaL 
ESPlC t aGE - R 

Re New York report S J 


3/27/58. 


h H ' a review of captioned file at the NYC has been 

conducted and the following additional investigation is suggested: 

k .. >- v - 1 

£... ; 1 


&:,:i 


ci^Zst f-jcd ptf*Q<»& JcT<t DTD 





(?) The T T Y0 bv lette r dated °/2i|/57 requested an 
interview of I I wl ich the ° reau by letter 

'dated 12 /ii/ 57 indicated has been forwarded to the Legat London 
for appropriate action. 

The Bureau is requested to determinewhether this 
interview has been conducted and the restlts thereof. 


3 a sSifW 

55 ** 


that while I 
regarding subject, 


_Legat, Ottawa by letter 6/llj/57 advised £ 
I advised he had no knowledge or info *« 


t loesirahtlity of h aving -passport 

under the name of | 

• i-P Bureau (65-62911) 

1- Los A ngeles (65-fel2l<) (INFO) 
J- New York (65-16756) / 

S&jJUN 17 1958 ; ^ 

( 6 ) 


receipt of results of the reinterview of 
by the LA office, i.nY wili-pM^jw^e 
g passnnrt reca^a che cked at the Dept, of State 

[ for flwy-TWTvMriftwf.- info. b?p 


‘hfakkdnM s/>3gT3/»s - 

Di. a /. 3 °IFY ON: SOUfJa-. 

, «fc?**-*5* 


v % 





1 - 


Legal Attache* London (65-95^r) 


Director* FBI (65-6*911) 

o 

GEORGE KOVAL 
IONAGE - R 




Juno 18, 1958 


$3 * 

H M 

m ^ *' 

h r ^ 

li'. '■! fij 

2 l> "«i 

if t: ;1 

*« in t4 a 


Tolson_ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman _ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr- 

Parsons - 

Rosen - 

Tamm- 

Trotter 

Nease_ 

Tele Room . 
Holloman — 
Gandy_ 


r -Re y let Decemfc** *tS, 1957, which 
advised Vnat /I I had requested Dutch 
AUthorltl*# to « >rfSw tVifl nhotogranha of 

subject Koval to l 1 

Reference is #l sx> nad Crho your advice 
on 2-14-58 that II I had at that tine not 
yet received.information from the Dutch 
authorities, QwtL 

You should contact ! | ln an 

effo rt, to expedite this natter and to insure 
tnirtj r~ J is activdly attempting to have this 


contact made«K/) CL 
Jnfo«AV^4yoO o/aS 5' C/t-c) P€>- 
/eiP, PTDi I x _ 

SPSBr3la^ 3-lL '62- 

X- New York (65-16756) 


3Tr)Pofc^ cl-|“> 0/0 I $ 

p®_ j eT 

^ ^3 &AW / C 
3'<X(o/' Cii ,< J 

=i J ? y,, 


iB f e i 6a i °t a.a-,41 y y, 

/ / : ;r 

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route thru for Review 1 ) ' 

/ i 

i ^NOTBE i I Iadmitted membership in Dutch Communist Party 

during 1926s and recrultmidnt by RIS in 1932, I | has 

Ascribed an individual in espionage for Russians who may 
-,,fce identical with subject vho is suspected of espionage 

* iict^ities in the U.S. in early 1940s.JSC) ^ y d; i@ Pjjj fY 1/ 


m £: 

v «*•— 

i? 

m ^ 


tffiCIfiS^FXSD EY ^p^(3~rJ76Q<- 

o». 3=w».-ga=-- 


«ES> % 


3 -jt-ojL. 
CLASSIFIED BY SP3&TSJ 
DECLASSIFY ON: 2 bXJ 4 X 


LO<- *■ C .^3«19(S58 

“ ^ 6 '" . ..... 

t 3 is v'.'Cbt: 

f - 


jj jr t 


1 \ 

; / 1 (' 

iooCi$3‘ ss^f 


< I mK’!-’ C . 

j LE6AT 

1 3 JUN l e 

I COMM-FBI 


jt'iziy 


J . & =r =» 





STANDARD FORM NO 64 


7 


Office Msnmandum . 


k 


UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DATE: 





'4 

j 


OM 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, NEW YORK ( 65 - 16756 ) 

O 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
00: NEW YORK 


6/26/58 


Rerepfc of SA l 1 5/15/58, Lost Angeles 

and New York letter to Bureau, 5/26/58. 


on 

on 

was 


For the info of WFO, [ 


I was reinterviewed 


_and he advis ed that he was born out of wedlock 

ll/lQ/ 18 . at Cambridge. Maas. He sa ld that his true father 
I . . I He denied ever having 

used the surname of l I and offered as signed statement 

denying any knowledge of subjeot. 

Accordingly WFO is requested to contact the Passport 
j Office of the United States Department of State to d etermine 
■ whether they have any record of a passport issued to^ 


, return of this birth listed hi 4 

> parents asT 

and| 

P p 

f (*■ A* \f ** * 

1 \ 



A canvass 


t i o' 


fo' 


7 \ 


\ JeT 




2- Bureau (65-62911) 

2- .Washington Field ( 65 - 6901 ) 
1- ' Ne«rcY 0 rk ( 65 - 16756 ) 


HEHtptp 

(5) 

/c 

/ / ^ <1^ 
, ' do 


rr 7 


bg' 6 9-9II - 1 A 

f- -I I 


?,^ ’ ,f sei juf sc "etc 

_. —I 1 • 


■ PEC- 7 


C"S- 


ALE, VZ90ir l? TIOY ^PTAETED 






standard form NO 64 


Office J'Aetn^andum • united stJIes government 


TO 


DIRECTOR FBI (65-62911) 


DATE 7/17/58 


/Wl t^FRbM : 
SUBJECT 

-1 

t 


SAC, WFO (65-6901) 

(0 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 

(00: NEW YORK) 


ReNYlet of passport 

records under name,L 


On 7/14/58, SE 
there is no identifiable 
the above name, RUC. 


| was advised that 

record at the Passport Office under 


v2^- Bureau 

2 - New York'(65-16756) (RM) 
1 - WFO 


\ 


CAM:emy 

(5) 



59JUL23195C 


REC-21 - 


yo JUL 10 1958 



Mi TOrFOBMATIOH 

HEsmr is my-pLASSiPjsD /, 




STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office lSA.em<Mmdum • 

to .Mr. S. B. Donaho^^S^ 




UNITED STiWES GOVERNMENT 


date July 14, 1958 


FROM Mr. E. 



subject GEORGE KOVAL 

TespionXget^r 


Investigation concerning the subject has 
established that during 1942 he was e mployed with the 

Ravpn Flort.rir flomnanv- Mow York Hi t.vT 



Tolson _ 

Boot dm cm 

Belmont _ 

Mohr _ 

Nease _ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm _ 


Trotter _ 

Clayton _ 

Tele Room 

Holloman _ 

Gandy _ 


I During the period 1944-1946, 

rT"Ai 


b 


while a member ot the U. 8. Army, subject was assigned to 
the Manhattan Engineering District where he reportedly had 
access to information that could have varied from Classified 
to 


Subject was issued a passport in 1948 while allegedly 
employed by the Atlas Trading Corporation of New York City as a 
"Commission Representative" and travel to various European 
countries, including Poland, was indicated. Investigation failed 
to reveal employment with Atlas Trading Corporation. 

He departed the U. S. in 1948 and his whereabouts 
,|was unknown until 1956, at which time he was reportedly 
*.n Moscow as an instructor at the Mendeliv Institute. 

Recent investigation has been directed at the 
subject's assignment to the Manhattan Project during 
World War II with emphasis being given as to whether that 
assignment was the result of a preconceived plan of the 
subject's or his Soviet-espionage principals in the U. S. 

ACTION : 

In view of the fact that this investigation is based 
upon the probable espionage activities of the subject for the 
Soviets, it is suggested that the supervision of this case be b 
transferred to the Espionagey8§£tipn. u ^ ^ 

•j&tu. /yy 



65-62911 

ESS:dmn 
(4) 



KEC- A2 


8 


JUL 24 1958 


1 - Branigan 
1 - Donahoe 
1 - Sanders 

66 JUL 28 1958-j^* / 


*83,** 








D-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



& 


fbi new yore; n. y. 

Date: 7/24/58 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL _ 


(Type i n plain text or code) 

RM 


*Priority or Method of Mailing) 


I 


x 


) 

t r 








n 


t v* 

*S 






0r 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 

C ' - 

SUBJECT; GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP, - R 
O.o! NEW YORK 

Re New Orleans airtel fco NY 7/21/58. 

Re airtel reported that l ~ 

New Or leans, advised New Orleans on 7/18/58 that one|__ 

I I is a crew member of the_llSS_JAijET QUINN, H which a rrived 

Port of New Orleans 7/18/58. | [ described ! I from 

observation as ah pnt. 41 years or age. "5*8” a nd as having a slight 
build. H e statedl 
of kin as | 


l_ms. 


— jcaro a 

I had z NqT 


land list ed his next 

■ 


Check at U. S. Coast Guard. NY. on 7/24/58 disclosed 
file for i I under Z | | ThisJci 

"duplicate," reflected only his date of birth as | | 

Based upon description and background presently known re 
I I he does not appear to be identical with subject. 


WF0 requested t o check rec ords U. S. Coast Guard, 
ashington, D.C., under Z | I and report all pertin ent des-^ 

ript^ve and background information for I I 

/?££. 47 . / ~ ji t * + ^ 

C3^- Bureau (65-62911 )(RM)^ _ . /f$ 


FOSTER 


2 - Washington Field. (65-6091) ( ,; *M) 

1 - New Orleans (65-2039)(RM);,« , 

1 - New York (65-16756) _ ■ 


5 JUl 25 1858 


WCGtDMcK 
(7) 


69 J«L 301958^7 


ALL BTPOFJ^ATOIT 


IsZMlY 





Approved' 


Sent 


Special Agenffn Charge 








AIRTEL 




4 


V*- 




% 


-J- 


"4 







0 

i* 


s 




"N 


DIRECTOR, FBI <6i»-62 

i' 

SAC, WFO (65-6901) 


8/6/58 


£ 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP. - R 
(00:NY) 


!.d& 

Afi 


ReNYairtel dated 7 / 24 / 58 . 

Enclosed herewith fo^> tja™ York are 3 copies of 
a photograph of | j 

n 1 I 

_Ltmriewed the 

I which showed 

Pennsylvania, and 


tJ.S. Merchan 
his birth 


■ ? Marine . 

Certificate of Identificat ion TJumb^r as 


The above file reveals that 


* 


was an assistant cook and had sailed on "ihe ships "Pioneer 
Wave", the "SS Flying Foam" and the "SS Gulf Banker." 

The following descriptive and background data was noted 
in the above file as of 6 / 18 / 47 : 


Name: 

Color: 

Height: 
Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Home Address: 

Next of Kin: 
Baptized: 


White- 

5 * 8 " 

lij.0 pounds 
Brown 
Blue 


] 


/^-Bureau 


^-New York (65-l6756 v ) (Ehcls.^Kc/RMjRB)- 7§ 
1-New Orleans (65-2039) (laf 
1-WFO 


St. Mary* s Church, Berwick, 
Pennsylvania. . . 


P0*D:bsb 

(7) 

AIRTEL 

ft 2 AUG 11 1C *R 


/ 




m-iq 

* ""A 


4U6 6 1958 


;rjir3 





r > / 












ctpf 


. _ I was advised that there was ? 

no record of|__| in the files of the 

Maritime Service or the Coast Guard Intelligence Division, 
Washington, D, C. 


i: 


Based on the above inform ation and a comparison 
of a photograph of the subject with ! I 

In view of the fact that the birth date of the anble ct is 
12/25/13, at Sioux Gitv. Iowa, and the birth date of l I 

I at Berwick-. Penn ey!-genie, it_ 

goes no z appea r.tnafl fJ jl ide ntical with 

the subject. RUC, ' 




STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office MenMandum • united states government 


TO : 

/ 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

DATE 8/7/58 

FROM ,^U 

T SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 


1 

SUBJECT 

GEORGE ^SvAL 



ESP-R 



//, tj 

/7 


L 


*XW I 

P,.P 



Re NY Airtel, 7/2/J./58, to Bureau. 

WPO re quested to expedite coverage of lead re 
l and report results by airtel. 


b 



/^Bureau (65-62911) (RM) 

2-Washington Field (65-6091) (RM) 
1-New York (65-16756) 


WCG:keg 

(5) 


,6 




REC-19 


6>6 ^ 

g AUG & 1253 





HeporrFo&T 

'FD-263 (5-12-55) 

* 


•* 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 


NEW YORK 


Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


Synopsis: 


GEORGE'iCOVAL 


te / rv Investigative Period 

9/3/58 7/15,18,22,24;8/7,15,22, 


Report made by 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


Records, Passport Division, Dept, of 
State, faU ftitto disclose an identifia ble 
record fori I or 


Jambridge, Massachusetts. 


- P - 


Typed By 4 


mtt b7C 


DETAILS: 


I I Signet Laboratories, (' 

6l4 North La Peer Avenue, Los Aneeles, Ca lifornia, 
when reinterviewed on May 1. 1950 , by SAS | I 

| identified his 

father asl I 


Approved 
Copies made 


Special Agent 
_in Charge 


Do not write m spaces below 


5 - Bureau ( 65 - 62911 ) (RM) 
3 - New York (65-16758) 

> ._ 


.c#' ^ 


/gt&l, 


, sir /. 




/9 $0 ' W4T ALL TNFOBIIATION fcONTAJNED 

f\ M HEKSEf IS tttvfCLAE^'iJSp n ft 


A /yn 1 ) N 

1 -v?? sgp 1 _ 

Property of FBI — This report is loaned to ypu^b^the FBI, and neither it nor its ion tents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned 
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’ NY 65-16756 

I-1 I exp lained that he wa§ bom out of wedlock on 

I—___ V . at fiamhrlrive —Massachusetts, and th at 

ms mother married l Idur ing 1921. I I 

denied using the surname of | lat any time, and 

stated that his legal surname is | | 

Records of the Passport Divi 
of State, caused to be searched by SEl I 

on July 14 . 1958. fallen t-.n 

reco rd fori " 1 

bom| | at Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Concerning the above, it is noted that when 
interviewed by Sfl I at La Verne T California, on 

October 16, 1956.1 | self described as 

3u tject^s 1^ ^ ___| during the period i Qfr-6 through 


i identified a passport photograph off 

Jas an individual she met at a 1950 New Year‘s Eive 

ip ^ 4 v\ a u — />i 1 j n t 


"-— P"* -••'•-.TJ.XAWUJ. V U V CL JL ^7 ^ 

party held in Los Angeles, California. 


I ~1 recalled I T as having stated that he 

had known me subject at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during 
the latter part of World War II, and that he k new a woman 
who had told him s he had seen KOVAL in Europe. 1 I 

also recalled that I I had stated that he met KOVAL in 
Paris, France, during a trip to Europe. 


On the occasion of his Interview by sJ I 

at Lqs flrtgftlfts, California, on October 29, 1956. 1 I 

-1_|reiterated previous denials of having met 

) and knowing or having had contact with the 
subject at any time,in the United States or abroad. 
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UNITED STA 


Sn 


OVERNMENT 


TO 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

DATE: 9/3/58 


-yl 


/ )• ^ 


FROM ^ 

vjp SAC, NEW YORK (65-I6756) 

-7 > r~:0 


7 



_ 1 


1/ SUBJECT: 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 


Of SA|“ 
at Netf )lbrk. 


Enclosed herew ith are five copies of the rejtort 


I 


dated and captioned as above. 


A * 




'l * 

^ v 




REFERENCE 




3/27/58, at NY. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


The Bureau’s attention is directed to NY airtel, 
7/24/58, and WFO airtel, 8/6/58 . captioned as ab ove, which 
reflects information concerning ! I a merchant 

seaman, who entered the Port of New Orle ans on 7/18/58. 
Background information and photograph of l I 

is obtained by WFO at the US Coast Guard, Washington, D.C., 
disclosed that he is not identical with the subject . 

The above information was not reported in the 
enclosed report because of its^egative nature. 
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; 

ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D) 

Upon completion of investigation outstanding 

abroad and _at the Bureau 

concerning!_ _ I 

\ the NYO contemplates no additional investigation 
concerning .the subject, and will place this case in a 
[Closed status. 


LEAD 


NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 

will submit PD Q to Identification Division 
regarding!^_| 




Standard form no 6* 


Office Memwandum • 


UNITED S 


Jk 


TO 


FRO 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) M 



S GOVERNMENT 


DATE 10/28/^8 


1OT YORK (65-16756) 


subject. GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE-R 


ReBulet dated 6/18/58, to CIA captioned as above* 

Records of Tdantifi xation Division. FBI r evealed 
an Identification Record for i I under FBI 

number ! I The record disclosed that ! I was finger¬ 

print eaon”874/4l» ‘by the US Army and on 1/13/45* by the 
"US Engineers, Knoxville, Tennessee." I dentification Div ision 
Records disclosed no record for the name I \ 


[ 


Inasmuch as investigation requested of f 

Jtav reBulet Is the only investigation 




;his case is being placed in a pending 


pending at this time 
inactive status, P#. 

CB's CUss»e>«x) OGA [ext EfTb 0-3^0/ 
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SAC, Mew Tork (65-16756) 


January 6, 1959 


.fif' 


Director, FBI (65-62911) 

O 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 



^ You should thoroughly review the instant file 
anafurnish the Bureau with your recommendations for 
future investigation in instant case. 


JPL:jdB 
(4) 


' d *X ^ 
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MED, Oakridge, Tenn,, where he had access to info up to 
Koval is presently residing in Russia . 
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durincy 19d2 he man emnlnued hu Rauen Elec-hria Co - - 

NYC 
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| j While m 

U.S. Army between S/44 ana 1/46 Koval was assigned 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


' Office M.eimrandum • 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 




A 

UNITED S 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

NEW YORK (65-I6756) 



ES GOVERNMENT 

* 

1/32/59 


DATE; 


as above. 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 

Re NY letter to Bureau, 10/28/58, captioned 


investigation pending in this 

cased I 

1 1 

1 »■ 

• ~ i 

Bv letter dated1 





i) r 


A review of the file in this case disclosed 
one matter warranting further consideration prior to 
closing this case. 

Investigation concerning the subject has 
established that during 1942, he was employed with the 
Raven Electric Company. New York City 


r 


J During the period 


August 15, 1944, - January, 194b, while a member of the 
United States Army, KOVAL wa3 assigned to the Manhattan 
Engineering District, (MED), Oak Ridge, Tennessee and 
Dayton, Ohio, where he reportedly had access to 
information that could have varied from "Classified” to 


• m 


2^Bureau ( 65-6292.) (RM) 

1-Los Angeles (65-6l24)£lNFp)(RM) 
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NY 65-16756 

In 1948, while'allegedly employed by the 
Atlas Trading Corporation, New York City, as a 
"Commissioned Representative,V KOVAL was issued a 
passport for travel to various European countries, 
which included Poland, No record of employment with 
the Atlas Trading Corporation, NYC, could be 
located for KOVAL. 

On October 6, 1948, he departed the 
United States aboard the "SS America", destined 
for Le Havre, Prance. His whereabouts were unknown 
until May, 1956 , at which time his aunt and uncle, 
GOLDIE 7 -dhd HARR3E&URSHTEL, residents of Sherman Oaks, 
California* admbed that the subject is presently 
an instructor at the MendelaLv Institute, in Moscow, 
Russia. 


Information furnished by the GURSHTELS 
was based on a letter written by the subject's father, 
ABRAM, vrfio has been residing in Russia since around* 
1932?Ny , , 


Although extensive investigation concerning 
the subject has failed to establish any specific 
involvement by him in Soviet espionage, sufficient 
information has been developed concerning his back¬ 
ground and activities in the United States which 
strongly suggests that he was dispatched by the Soviets 
to this country for the purpose of espionage. Of 
particular significance in that regard^ is/rsported 
departure from the United States to the USSR during 
1932 with his family; his knfjwuuemployment during 1942 
with the Raven Electric Company, NYC, owned by 
BENJAMIN W. LASSEN; his known sudden departure from 
the United States to Europe during 1948, and his rep¬ 
orted residence and employment in the USSR from 1948 
to 1956. 


Following developments of information 
indicating residence aid employment by the subject in 



NY 65-16756 

Moscow, USSR, during 195^ the NYO requested the 
Washington Field Office to make inquiry at the 
Passport Office, Department of State, to determine 
if evidence of subject's residence in the USSR would 
be sufficient to effect his denaturalization despite 
his native born American citizenship status. 

Washington Field letter, 4/17/57* to Bureau, 
in this case, reported th e results of an inform al 

discussion on 4/1/57, wit H 1 es- _ 

tablinhed Washington nfflna huntact.I ~ 

1 I advised that assuming the subject's reported 

residence and employment in Moscow, USSR, are factual, 
denaturalization proceedings could not be taken against 
■ the subject, who is a native born US citizen, until, 
formal proof of an expatriative act by him ias 
obtained, Washington Field suggested that consideration 
be given to effecting an interview with the subject at 
Moscow, USSR, through utilization of appropriate State 
Department channels which might possibly result in a 
formal renunciation by the subject of his US citizenship. 

__Washington Field is requested to recontact 

I I at the Passport Office, Department 

of State, to determine whether or nt practical 
arrangements could be made through State Department 
channels to effect an interview with the subject in Moscow, 
USSR. 


If the above inquiry indicates contact with 
the subject in the USSR is feasible, the NYO, UACB, will 
direct the Los Angeles Office to recontact the subject's 
aunt and uncle, GOLDIE and HARRY GURSHTEL, concerning 
any additional information they might have regarding the 
subject's residence in the USSR, 






Office Memorandum • united states government 



SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI.. (65-62911) 


SAC, WFO (65-6901) 


GEORGSKKOVAL 
ESP. - R 
(00:KY) 


DATE 2/12/59 


ReNYlet to Bureau dated 1/7/59, cc WFO. 

I I member of the Boa rd In Review . 

Passport Offi ce. Department of State, advised SA | I 

I I on 1 / 14 / 59 , that he did not believe any 

practical arrangements could be made within the Passport 
Office to effect an interview with KOVAL in Moscow. 

[ I stated that he believed such a proposal was very 

delicate and that the State Department would be reluctant 
to attempt such a contact i n the Soviet Union. The basin 
reasons as to whv l I is of this opinion are set 

forth in WFOlet to the Bureau dated 4/17/57* captioned as 
above, cc to the Hew York Division. 

I I advised that should the Bureau desire 

to pursue this matter further, it would have to be handled 
on a liaison basis from the Bureau with the Office of 
Eastern European Affairs, Department of State. 

Attached for the information of the Hew York 
Office is a copy of Title III, Chapter 3 — Loss of /^S*L 

Nationality, Immigration and Nationality Act, dated 6/27/52. ^ 

On 2/4/59. 1 I Legal Section, 

Pa ssport Office. D epartment of State, made available to 
SA I I the passport file of GEORGE KOVAL. A 

review of this file disclosed n o information other than 
is set out in the reports of SA I I dated 

6/15/55* and 7/20/55* at Washington, D. C., in captioned 







STANDARD FORM NO 94 


Office M.enM'andum '• 


TO 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62913) DATE: 2/24/59 



NEW YORK (65-16756). 

r 


subject: GEORGE KOVAL 

ESP - R 
(00;NY) 


Re NY letter to Bureau, dated 1/7/59; WFO letter 
to Bureau, dated 2/12/59, captioned as above. 

Re WFO letter reported that l ~l 

member of the Board in Review, Passport Office, Department of 
State, advised that he did not believe any practical arrangements b7C 

could be made within the Passport Office to effect an Interview 
with the subject in Moscow, USSR. H stated that 

should the Bureau desire to pursue the matter further it 
wauld have to be conducted on a liaison basis from the Bureau 
with the Office of Eastern European Affairs, Department of 
State. 

The NYO recommends that the Bureau consider the 
advisability of instituting liaison at the Office of Eastern 
European Affairs, State Department, to effect an interview with 
the subject at the US Embassy, Moscow, to obtain his formal 
denunciation of US citizenship. 

As the Bureau has been advised, formal denunciation 
by the subject of his native-born US citizenship Is the only 
condition under which denaturalization proceedings can be taken 
against him under existing nationality laws. 

The above recommended action is believed warranted 
in consideration of subject’s known activities in the US, 1940- ' 

1948, which strongly suggests the possibility of his involvement ^ 
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in Soviet espionage during that>period, and his apparent 
continuous residence in Moscow, USSR, since 19^8. It is 
believed that any practical approach that could possibly 
effect subject's denaturalization should be fully exploited 
prior to closing this investigation. This would appeal 
particularly desirable if necessary liaison poses situation 
of *fnaxinram to be gained as opposed to nothing,to be lost,” 

* 1 «... /fix os Angeles is requested to re-contact GOLDIE 

and, HARRY/GURSRTEL, subject's aunt and uncle, at Sherman 
Oaks, Californiaj regarding their current knowledge of 
subject's residence and employment in Moscow, USSR. 
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SAC, New Tork (63-16756) 


March 9, 1959 



Di recto r, FBI (65-62911)- I Q 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 



Reurlet 2-24-59 • 

Prior to making any contact with the Office 
of Eastern European Affaire, Department of State, regarding 
an interview of the subject in Moscow, the Bureau will 
a wait the results of the retntervtew of the subject's e* 
aunt and uncle by the Los Angeles Office • Los Angeles -? 1 
should attempt to obtain full information pertaining 
to the 3ubject , s address, both residence and employment, 
in order to facilitate his interview by the Department of 
State * 


2 - Los Angeles (65-6124) 

r ? 'l 

JPLsjdb ' vp 

(6) J' 

NOTE: Investigation re subj shows during 1942 he was 

employed bn Raypn El^ep^rip Co.. JVTC. dd\6 oioned by Banjamin Larse n, 

j | .gouqi tohile in tfte y.jf. Army beta?gen 9/44 

and 1/46 was assigned to MED , Oak Ridge, Tenn, According to 
hi's aunt and uncle he is presently residing in Russia ♦ N70 
suggested the Bureau and the Department of State inte rview 
Koval in Moscow in order to determine if he revoked his American 
citizenship • 
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Office Memorandum • united stSes government 


TO 


FROM 



SUBJECT* 




DIRECTOR, FBI (65-629II) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 

a 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP-R 

00: NEW YORK 


DATE. 3/19/59 


y 


Re New York letter to Director, 2/24/59 and Bulet 
to New York, dated 3/9/59. 


On 3/13/59 HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, were 
interviewed at their residence, 15302 Hartsook Street, 
Sherman Oaks, California. They advised that they last 
received correspondence from ABRAHAM KOVAL, subject's 
father, in 1956. They stated that this was the letter 
previously furnished to the FBI which reflected that GEORGE 
KOVAL was then residing in Moscow and worked for the 
Mendeleev Chemical Institute. His wife was identified 
in the letter as LYUDMILA. 


GOLDIE GURSHTEL stated she had written at least 
one letter each year since 1956 to her brother, ABRAHAM , I. 

/ koVAL, addressing the letters to: 2nd Volchaevska Station, 
Khabaroysky Territory, "18th Party Congress" Collective 
Farm. 


Mrs. GURSHTEL stated she had received no replies 
from the letters written by her. She said that she knows 
of no other relatives who have heard from or received 
correspondence from the KOVAL family in Russia. She stated 
that she does not know the residence address of GEORGE KOVAL 
in Moscow but that he could probably be reached through the 
Mendeleev Chemical Institute. 



Both, HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, stated that in 
1936 wherwttjrey visited the KOVALS on a collective farm in 

■ni j ja j ' attauf a U4 „ „ _ j r. « n it it it j /Atr at 


Blrobidjan, ABRAHAM and £is wife, ETHEL/KOVAL gave 
‘ /r ^ / — > 


no 
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indication of desiring to return to the United States and 
apparently considered themselves as citizens of the Soviet 
Union. Mrs. GURSHTEL recalls that she heard that if a 
foreigner remains in the U.S.S.R. for two years he must 
either declare his Intention to become a Soviet citizen or 
return to his homeland. She, therefore, assumes that ABRAHAM 
KOVAL and his family have chosen Soviet citizenship. 
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Tos 


April 2, 1959 

Mr, E, Tomlin Bailey 
Director 

Office of Security 
Department of State 
515 22nd Street, N,W, 
Washington, D, G, 
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Froms 


Subjects 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau zf Investigation 


GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 




e/ 


A 


* vjT 


[ 


B&laxena& .is made to our letter to 


]of your office dated June 14, 1958, 


Information has been developed that Koval 
in 194S 1 oas allegedly employed by Atlas Trading Corporation 
at which time he obtained a passport. He departed from 
the United States in 2948 and hia whereabouts was unknown 
until 1958 when it was learned from his aunt arid* uncle 

__—-j^rsg— ErH la ^ he 1003 * n ^ 0sc0U} * 0* Hhrch 1J, 1959* this jot unt 

Et IHEmlEHfiiui a uncle advised they had received informationEfrght the 
stbject^ father who is'also in Russia that thtr*subjwt 
lived in Moscow and workea for the Mendeleev Chminal r. 
Ixstttute, They also learned that he is married atigjnjs 
•vMfe's name is Lyudmila, ■* * J " ‘ 

a’l-^ 05 ** ia re( iuested that, if possible, y^u arrange 

(y'^i/to have the subject interiiewed in Moscow in order to 
j/ determine his present citizenship status and to determine 
whether he plans to, remain in Moscow or whether he plans 
on returning to the^uAited This Bureau would be 

interested in determining whetheiwKoval has committed an 
act which would expatriate him,(f^L{ 
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CONFIamriAL 


Mr* E* Tomlin Bailey 


NOTEs 



Investigation of the mtfflkWWWb&'znat in 1942 he 
JO. a smlsmed M Baum Slec.tric Company, New York, 



iQJO'a and "early 79 %(Fb~* 'lAssen operated tKTs ctmpUriy 
from 1940 to 1950 at whicWtime he left the United States, 
Koval is a native-born American who served in the U,S, 

Army from 1944 to 1946 at which time he was assigned 
to Manhattan Engineer District where he had access to 
info which amid bane varied from ICojxf*S&n£±rzt: to 
Tg&StfCEgJ. I \ Passport Office, 

has stated denaturalization proceedings could not be 
initiated unless the subject had committed an expatriative 
act • Believed desirable to determine through interview 
whether subject has committed such an act. Classified 
rrMii/fi,|Ti | (iii> |’ iT 2 8 i n oe Koval possibly was engaged in an 
espionage operation while in the U,S, 
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TO: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 

FROM: 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (55-6124) 
GEORGE^KOVAL 

RE: 


ESPIONAGE - R 





00: NEW YORK 


Re New York letter to Director 2/24/59; Bureau 
letter to New York 3/9/59; Los Angeles letter to Director, 
3/19/59 and New York alrtel to Director, 2/13/59# captioned 
Jewish Music Alliance, IS-C, Bureau file 100-341896» 




Referenced airtel, dated 2/13/59 reflects that 
and wife, 153°2 Hartsook Street, Sherman Oaks, 
California, were planning to join a tour to Europe, leaving 
theTUhited States on 4/8/59, sponsored by the Jewish Music 
Alliance. a " 


On 3/13/59 GOLDIE and HARRY GURSHTEL were 
interviewed regarding their current knowledge of her nephew, 
GEORGE KOVAL. They had no current information regarding 
him. Neither of theGURSHTELs mentioned plans to travel 
to Europe and Russia. 

On 3/24/59 GOLDIE GURSHTEL was recontacted and 
advised that she and her husband planned a trip to 
Europe In late 1958, and obtained passports in Los 
Angeles in 1/59* They are to leave for Europe on 4/8/59 
on the SS Queen Mary from New fork City and intend to 
travel in Israel and Italy and possibly in Russia. She 
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'"3 i- Bureau 

- New York ( 65 - 16756 ) 
1 - Los Angeles 
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stated they are going -with a "group”, but could not recall 
the name of the group. She said that arrangements for this 
trip had been made through Trans Continental Tours of 
New York City and she expects to be in Europe for about 
two months. 

In view of the Bureau’s interest in the current 
residence and employment of GEORGE KOVAL in Russia, the 
above information is being set forth. 
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' ■ Office Memomndum • united stMs government 


A 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


date 4/27/59 


FROM 


SAC, 


NEW YORK (65-16756) 


SUBJECT 


r o 

r GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 

(00:NEW YORK) ^ 

■V 

Re Bulet, 3/9/59, to NY, and LA airtel, 3/26/59, 
to Bureau, captioned as above. 

Referenced Bulet advised that prior to making 
any contact with the Office of Edstern European Affairs, 

Department of State, regarding an interview of the subject 
in Moscow, the Bureau would await results of rekpfcerview 
with subject's aunt and uncle, GOLDIE and HARRJ^pURSHTEL, 
at LA. / 

Re LA airtel reported results of interview with subjects 
aunt and uncle at LA on 3/13/59, which failed to develop 
current information concerning subject's residence in Moscow, 
U.S.S.R. LA further determined through relnterview with 
the GURSHTELs on 3/24/59, that they would depart the U.S. 
at NYC on 4/8/59, for travel to Israel, Italy, and possibly 
to the U.S.S.R. * V 


f - 

v v -' 


Inasmuch as the inquiry by Bureau at Office of 
Eastern European Affairs, Department of State, concerning 
feasibility of interview of subject at Moscow is only fJ 

investigation pending at this time, the NYO will place this ( j/'j 
case in a pending inactive s satus to await the advice of ‘"if 
the Bureau concerning any further action to be taken. -P*- “ 
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Office Memorandum 



0 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, LOS ANGELES 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

3/27/59 


DATE 


HARRY GURSHTEL, aka. 

Gerchin Gursntel 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

(00: Los Angeles) (100-38357) 

GOLDIE GURSHTEL, nee 
Goldie Koval, aka. 

Mrs. Harry Gurshtel 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(00: Los Angeles) (IOO-38768) 


flT.T, IHTOP'IATIO^ cohtaihbd 
herein r c vt-zz 'rsuiBD ^ 
EXCETI WHEHS SHOWS 
OTHERWISE »- * j 


* 


f 


• » 
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Re New York airtels to Bureau dated 2/13/59# 2/24/59, 
and 3/10/59, and Bulet to New York dated 2/26/59, all captioned 
JEWISH MUSIC ALLIANCE, IS - C (Bufile 100-341896). 

In accordance with instructions in reBulet, enclosed 
herewith are 16 copies of letterhead memorandum containing pertlner 
information concerning HARRY GURSHTEL and GOLDIE GURSHTEL, who are 
two of the individuals listed to make the Jewish Music Alliance 
group tour of Europe from 4/8/59 to 5/26/59* 

Subjects are not maintained in the Security Index at 
Los Angeles, Available information concerning them does not 
warrant considering them for the Security Index at this time. 

Residence and employment of th e subjects were ver ified 
during interview of the subjects by SA's l l and 

Jon 3/13/59 in connection with case captioned 


GEORGIMCOVAL, ESPIONAGE - R (Bufile 65-629H). 
SA | 

>852? Europe. 

*3 at 

a Oi > 


got.dtp: gttrshtet, on 3/24/59 furnished information to 
| regarding the GURSHTELs 1 planned trip to 


[ 


] Passport Divi sion. U.S. State Dep artment. 

. . - 


Jon 


\ 
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Los Angeles, California, advised SA | _ 

3/24/59 that a record search covering the past six months 
failed to reveal any record of the GURSHTELs having applied 
for a passport at Los Angeles. She advised that it Is 
possible that they could have applied and that the records 
,£were sent to Washington, 
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LA 100-38357; 
LA 100-38758 



The following is being furnished for the Bureau's 
information, inasmuch as the planned travel to Europe by HARRY 
and GOLDIE GURSHTEL may possibly have some bearing in connection 
with investigation in case captioned GEORGE KOVAL, ESPIONAGE - R 
(Bufile 65 - 629 H; LA file 65-6124), in which case New York is 
office of origin (New York file 65 - 16756 ). GEORGE KOVAL is the 
nephew of GOLDIE GURSHTEL. 

A review of the Los Angeles file concerning GEORGE 
KOVAL reflects that G0IDI2 GURSHTEL's brother, ABRAM KOVAL, and 
his family, including his son, GEORGE KOVAL, departed from the 
United States in 1932. They returned to the USSR, where it is 
quite possible that GEORGE KOVAL was recruited into the Soviet 
intelligence service and trained and dispatched to the United 
States in the latter part of 1940 or early 19*41. In 1942 GEORGE 
KOVAL was employed for the Raven Electrical Company. New York. 

New York.I I 

I I GEORGE 

KOVAL was inducted into the U.S. Army, assigned to special 
training at New York City College, and in 1945 was employed in 
the Health and physics Department of the Manhattan Project, 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where lie had access to classified matters. 

In 19^8, after discharge from the U.S. Army, he applied for and 
was issued a passport for travel to Europe, and on 10/6/48 
he departed the United States destined for Le Havre, France. 

His whereabouts from that period until 1956 was unknown. In 
the spring of 1956 it was established that GEORGE KOVAL was 
employed by the Mendeleev Chemical Institute in Moscow, USSR. 

Inasmuch as the Los Angeles file regarding GEORGE KOVAL 
contains no information from a specific source that GEORGE KOVAL 
was an espionage agent, no information concerning him is being 
included in the letterhead memorandum. 

Information from the following sources was utilized 
in tne letterhead memorandum: 


Location 


Source 


Documentation of JMA 
(New York Office) 





LA 100-38357; 
LA 100-38768 


* 




Source 


(Conceal per request). 


f- \ 1 @ 


Location 
JMA tour 

(New York Office) 


IWO transfer 
100 - 38357 - 2 ; 

100 - 38768-1 

IWO membership 
100- 1784-1B87, P.31 

DW subscription 
100-38357-1 

Jewish Information Service 
100-49599-1B1, p.32 

Recording Sec'y, ELJWC; 
Vice Pres., ELJWC 
100-45377-1B7, P.102, 103 

other f.t.tw o information 


^‘'Morning- PreiVje-tt 11 celebration 

Fairfax Jewish Kinder Shules 
100-393A-203 

/USSR Info. Bulletiri7 
100-29964-1B1(2), p.70 

Negative inf ormants. 

orally to SAT I 

3/20/59. 1 - 1 
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LA 100-38357; 

LA 100-38768 

DOCUMENTATION OP ORGANIZATIONS: 





JEWISH INFORMATION SERVICE 
(LOS ANGELES JEWISH CULTURAL 
AND FRATERNAL CLUBS; FRATERNAL 
MEDICAL PLAN OF THE CALIFORNIA 
FRATERNAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION) 

EMMA LAZARUS JEWISH WOMEN* S 
CLUBS, aka Emma Lazarus 
Council of Jewish Women 


"MORNING FREIHEIT" 

SERVICE BUREAU OF JEWISH 
EDUCATION, aka. 




The letterhead memorandum 
since data reported from_ 


3 



classified 'Coi 
could reasonably result 


in his identification and compromise his dealings with repre¬ 
sentatives of the Soviet Government and satellite countries in 
the travel field; and also to protect the identities of confi¬ 
dential informants, sources, and investigative techniques. In 
this regard, certain information has been paraphrased to further 
conceal the source. 


LEADS: 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


At Washington, D.C.: 


Washington Field is requested to check files of the 
passport Division, U.S. State Department, for all information 
set forth by HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL on their passport appli¬ 
cations and submit results in form suitable for dissemination. 


- 4 - 





APPENDIX 


JEWISH INFORMATION SERVICE (LOS ANGELES JEWISH CULTURAL AND 
FRATERNAL CLUBS; FRATERNAL MEDICAL PLAN OF THE CALIFORNIA 
_ FRATERNAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION) _ 

An informant advised on June 13, 1958, that the 
Jewish Information Service was formed about January, 1954, 
in Los Angeles for the purpose of continuing "cultural" 
activity of the International Workers Order. Prior to March 
4, 1956, the Los Angeles Jewish Cultural and Fraternal Clubs 
were identified as the Los Angeles Jewish Cultural Clubs, 
this group being formerly known as lodges of the Jewish 
People’s Fraternal Order. The Jewish Information Service 
and the Los Angeles Jewish Cultural and Fraternal Clubs are 
currently active in the Los Angeles area. 

The Fraternal Medical Plan of the California 
Fraternal Service Association was formed about January, 1954, 
for the purpose of continuing the activity of the Jewish 
People’s Fraternal Order Medical Plan. Since that date the 
functioning of the Fraternal Medical Plan of the California 
Fraternal Service Association has been integrated into the 
operation of the Los Angeles Jewish Cultural and Fraternal 
Clubs, Inasmuch as the service provided by the Fraternal 
Medical Plan of the California Fraternal Service Association 
is made available almost exclusively to members of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Cultural and Fraternal Clubs; further, effort 
is made to have members of the Los Angeles Jewish Cultural 
and Fraternal Clubs also become members of the Fraternal 
Medical Plan of the California Fraternal Service Association. 

The Fraternal Medical Plan of the California 
Fraternal Service Association 3s currently active in the Los 
Angeles area. 

The International Workers Order and the Jewish 
People’s Fraternal Order have been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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APPENDIX 


EMMA LAZARUS JEWISH WOMEN’S CLUBS, aka Emma Lazarus Council 
_ of Jewish Women (ELJWC) _ 

An informant advised on June 13, 1958, that the 
Emma Lazarus Jewish Women’s Clubs of Los Angeles are affiliated 
with the Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish Women's Club, 
having national headquarters in New York, New York, which, 
until the early part of 1951> were known as the Emma Lazarus 
Division, Jewish People's Fraternal Order. According to the 
informant, the Emma Lazarus Jewish Women’s Clubs, Los Angeles, 
in about 1952 and early 1953 were also known as the Emma 
Lazarus Council of Jewish Women. 

The Jewish People’s Fraternal Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

An informant advised on March 11, 1958* that the aims 
and objectives of the Emma Lazarus Jewish Women’s Clubs of 
Los Angeles are directed mainly towards raising funds for the 
publications, "People’s World" and "Morning Freheit," and for 
the organization, Los Angeles Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born. Financial support for these is solicited at 
the majority of functions of the Emma Lazarus Jewish Women's 
Clubs of Los Angeles. 

According to the California Senate Fact Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report 1955, page 388 , 

Los Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign Born "is well 
known as a Communist front." 

The "People's World" is a West Coast Communist 

newspaper. 


The "Dally Worker," which was an East Coast Communist 
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958, in 
its issue of December 9, li^-S, page seven, column one, in an 
editorial referred to the "Morning Freihelt 1 ' as a Jewisb- 
language Communist paper. 
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"MORNING FREIHEIT" 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, "Trial by Treason," August 25» 1956, page 93» 
describes the "Morning Freiheit" as a "Yiddish Communist 
Daily" newspaper. 
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SERVICE BUREAU OP JEWISH EDUCATION (SBJE), aka Service Bureau 
for Jewish Education, Jewish Educational Service, Committee 
for Progressive Jewish Education (CPJE) _'_ 

On March 12, 1953, an informant made available 
a pamphlet captioned "Questions and Answers About the Progressive 
Jewish Children’s Schools," which states that for more than 
twenty years the children’s schools of the Jewish People’s 
Fraternal Order (JPPO) constituted the progressive wing of 
secular Jewish education. 

On March 17, 1951, another informant reported 
that as of January 17, 1951, the school system of the JPPO 
was then known as CPJE, the former name being the National 
School and Cultural Commission of the JPFO, 

On September 14, 1955, this informant advised 
that on the afternoon of September 13, 1955, the CPJE acceded 
to the demands of the New York State Department of Insurance, 
as liquidator of the International Workers Order (IWO), that 
the CPJE surrender itself to the state as an asset of the IWO. 

The state on that date took control and closed the office of 
CPJE located in Room 903, 160 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

On January 23, 195&, another informant made 
available a letter of SBJE, Rocm 1005, 1123 Broadway, New 
York City, dated January 19, 1956, which reflected that, 
although "to a certain extent the attacks on our schools 
paralyzed our normal contact with you," the SBJE established 
its own office, opened, and is serving all progressive Jewish 
children's schools. 

The JPFO, the Jewish nationality section of 
the IWO, and the IWO have been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


The SBJE continues to be located in Room 1005, 
1123 Broadway, New York City. 

Another informant advised that the Progressive 
Jewish Children’s Schools of Los Angeles were formerly identi¬ 
fied as the Jewish People's Fraternal Order Children's Schools 
and are also known as the Jewish Kinder Shules of Los Angeles 
which are affiliated with the Service Bureau of Jewish Edu¬ 
cation and are currently active in the Los Angeles area, 
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He: HAHRY GURSHTEL, aka. Gerchin Gurshtel; 
GOLDIE GURSHTEL, nee Goldie Koval, aka. 
Mrs. Harry Gurshtel 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and 
is a loan to your agency; it and/or its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) date June 30, 1959 


TO 


FROM 




SUBJECT 


^ SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
00: New York. 


in connection with an Investigation regarding 
HARRY GURSHTEL (LA 100-38357) and GOLDIE GURSHTEL (LA 100-38768), 
a pretext inte rview was conducted with GOLDIE GURSHTEL on ; 
6/16/59, by SA l I Pretext utilized was Inquring 

newspaper reporter interested in their trip to Europe. 

GOLDIE GURSHTEL advised that she and her husband 
returned from their European tour about ten days ago. They 
visited England, France, Austria, Israel, Poland, and the 
Ukraine, USSR. She stated they did not visit Moscow or 
Leningrad as previously planned because of her husband becoming 
ill with pneumonia. 

It has been previously established through interview 
of the GURSHTELS that they are the aunt and uncle of GEORGE 
KOVAL. 


The Bureau has previously requested Interviews of the 
GURSHTELS to determine their knowledge of subject's current 
address and employment in Moscow. The GURSHTELS, prior to 
their recent trip to Europe, have admitted no knowledge of 
KOVAL's address. During a previous trip to Russia in 1936, 
they visited the KOVAL, family. In 1956, they received cor¬ 
respondence fro m<ABRAjjtM cpVAL._ subject '3 father, reflecting 
that KOVAL was then at^fcne Mendeleev Institute in Moscow. 


It is reasonable to assume that if the GURSHTELS 
reached the USSR during their recent European tour that they 
may have made an attempt or actually visited with KOVAL or 
some^ member of his family. 

c New York is requested to advise whether a re-interview 

( of HARRY and GOLDIE GURSHTEL is desired at this time and specifical¬ 
ly whether current information regarding GEORGE KOVAL's residence 
and employment would be of any value to this Investigation. 
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STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


'DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE- 7/20/59 



FROl YiiX , YORK (65-16756) 


subject. GEORGE KOVAL 
> ESP-R 

*f> (00:New York) 


E'/rji > " 

£ CE- 


.Xj-H >lM 
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ReLAlet, 6/30/59,“ to Bureau captioned as above, 

Relet reported results of pretext interview with GOLDIE 
GURSHTEL, subject’s aunt, at Los Angeles on 6/16/59. The pretext 
interview disclosed that GOLDIE and HARRY GURSHTEL had returned 
to Los Angeles from a European vacation which included travel 
to the USSR. 

tJACB' Los Angeles is requested to re-interview HARRY and 
feOLDLi GURSHTEL concerning their knowledge of the subject’s 
present or last known whereabouts in USSR; also attempt to 
develop information concerning contact they may have had with 
subject or his relatives in the USSR. 
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Reporting Office 

NEW YORK 

Office of Origin 

NEW YORK 

Date 

9/23/59 
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GEORGE KOVAL 
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ESPIONAGE 
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} New York letter to the Bureau, dated 
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In considering results of investigation conducted 
by the State Department, the New York office has afforded 
consideration to the possibility that GEORGE KOVAL, who 
departed Sioux City, Iowa, during 1932 or 1933, with his., 
father, ABRAM, is, in fact, identical with the GEORGE KOVAL 
who departed the United States during October, 1948,, and 
whose background during tie period 1941-1948 is generally 
known to this Bureau as a result of investigation* conducted 
in this case.J^^ •' 


While it is impossible to render a conclusive 
opinion, it would appear that the subject in this 
investigation is identical with the GEORGE KOVAL, bom 
in Sioux City, Iowa, on 12/25/13. The foregoing is 
based upon the favorable comparison of passport photographs 
of the subject, taken during 1948, with photographs of 
GEORGE KOVAL, taken in Sioux City, Iowa, during 1929, prior 
to the reported departure of the KOVAL family from that 
city during 1932 or 1933. 

This report has been classified since it 

contains information furnished by‘Department of State which was 
so classified. (J3 - A - 

COVER B\GE 
-- 





NY 65-16756 


LEADS 

LOS ANGELES (info) 


At Los Angeles, Ceilifornia, 


One copy of this report Is being designated 
for the Information of Los Angeles, which office is 
presently conducting Investigation regarding sublet. 


WASHINGTON FIELD 




At Washington, D,0, 
Will recontactf 


1 . 


] pa's sport 
results 


Office, Department of State, ana apprise him or 
of investigation conducted by the Office of Security, 
Department of State, at Moscow, USSR.^j^^ 


2, Will request ! ~l to render an opinion, 

if written statement submitted by "G. Koval”, in which he 
claims Soviet citizenship since 1932, has any bearing upon 
subject's citizenship status or suggests possibility of 
any further action to effect his denaturalization. 


NEW YORK , j 

> At New York, New York, v 
-•- 2 - 

Will await resultsx>f investigation being conducted 
by Washington / Field and LosAngeles prior to considering, 
advisability of closing this case. 





4 



MW 




NY 65-16756 



The records of the Passport Office, Department 
of State, as reviewed during. April, 1955* contain no 
information relating to the return to the United States 
of the subject or any of the members of his immediate 
family, ^ 
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Office MemWandum • united s^tes government 


TO 


FROM 



SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (65-6124) 

C 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 
00: New York 


DATE 


9/29/59 


SA's[ 



without him 
He followed 



Re Los Angeles letter to New York dated 6/30/59 
and New York letter to Bureau dated 7/20/59. j-i y 

_On Q/28/SQ HARRWnH tfRRHTKT. was Intervi ewed by 

I at his 

residence, 15203 Hartsook Avenue, Sherman Oaks, Calif. 

GURSHTEL advised" that he ana his wife GOLDIE 
RSHTEL travelled to Europe ard the USSR, during'May and 
"early June, 1959. They took this tour~with a group of 
tourists from the Los Angeles area. GURSHTEL advised that 
in late May, 1959 he and his wife reached Kiev, USSR where 
he became sick. His wife, GOLDIE, continued on 
to Moscow with other members of the tour group, 
in two days and rejoined the group in Moscow. 

I' . 1 

He said that prior to departing "the United States 
he and his wife had written ABRAHAMM0VAL, GEORGE'S father, 
and requested him to meet the GURSHTELs in Moscow. He said 
they received a letter from him reflecting that because of 
his advanced age and difficulty of travel, he would not be 
abb to come to Moscow to see them. 

He said that they learned after arriving in Moscow 
that travel for them to Ambijan was not possible, therefore, 
they did not see ABRAHAM KOVAL during their stay in Europe. 
GURSHTEL advised that both he and his wife attempted to 
contact GEORGE KOVAL by telephone calls to the Mendeleev 
Institute in Moscow, however, they were advised that he was 
not there and no information could be obtained as to his 
residence address. GURSHTEL stated that neither he nor 
his wife saw or were in contact with GEORGE K0V. 
other member of the K0VAL^atp^jy during their t, 

USSR. 


b 


/■? 


(j£)- Bureau 

2 - New York (65-16756) 

3 - Los Angeles (1 - 100-3835 

(1 - 100-3876 

HHW:CJW ,74 
(7) . ru, 


REC-96 


}(H. GURSHTEL) 

)(G. GURSHTEL) 

ALT. BT?0F T £AT70I7 rCITTAINED 
HKRETJ 13 BL’CL&S33 Xa£D 
r.ATE y ya 





LA 65-6124 


GURSHTEL advised that his wife GOLDIE is very ill 
and said she could add nothing to what he had.already stated. 
GURSHTEL stated that he caught pneumonia in the USSR and 
cut short his planned tour to return to the United States. 

GURSHTEL advised that he had no additional 
information to offer regarding the KOVAL family that had 
not been previously covered in former interviews by the 
FBI. He said that his last information regarding KOVAL 
was that he is connected with the Mendeleev Institute 
and resides somewhere in Moscow. He stated he does not 
know GEORGE KOVAL'S residence address. 
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• UNITED STWES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


DATE 


n/V59 



requested the WFO to ascertain from the Passport Office, State Department, if 
the results of investigation conducted ty State at Moscow, USSR, has any bear¬ 
ing on subject's citizenship status 01 suggests possibility of any further 
action to effect his denaturalization. 

Until 11-2-59, the Passport Office, State, vas unable to locate in its 
files the results of the investigation conducted by State at Moscow. This in¬ 
formation was found by State in the files of State Security. 

A review of subject's fi le at the Passport Off ice. State, on 11-2-59, 
by SA l I revealed that ) i Passport Legal Division, 


b7C 


had requested the Chief of Foreign Adjudication, Passport Office, to render an 
official opinion as to KOVAL's citizenship status and possible expatriation. 

For information, should the Passport Office decide there is sufficient 
evidence to bring about the expatriation of a native bom citizen residing 
/ abroad it will request the U. S. Embassy, Moscow, to submit a Certificate of 
\^/ Loss of Nationality, blien this certificate is submitted to the State Department 
v' it trill be approved and returned to the embassy in Moscow to be forwarded to 
the subject, and a copy will be furnished to the I&NS. 


ths 


VFO will follow this matter with the Passport Office and will report 
ruling of that office when available. P. 
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Office MemS&mdum • united si0es government 


TO 


' \jh 

^1‘i 

! 

SUBJECT: 


(W 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


SAC, WBO (6^-6901) 

0 

GEORGE KOVAL 

ESPIONAGE - R 

(00: NT) ^ 


J 

DATE 11/17/59 


l' 


ReWFOlet dated ll-U-59, which set forth that the Passport Office, State 
Department, had requested an official opinion from the Foreigi Adjudications 
Division as to subject’s citizenship status* 


On 11-10-59, SA[ 


] reviewed a memorandum dated 11-6-59, 


b7C 


prepared by the Chief of the Foreign Adjudications Division, State, entitled 
"GEORGE IpVAL"* It was noted that in addition to subject's passport file, his 
file at State Security also was reviewed and this file contained all the in¬ 
formation that had been furnished State by the Bureau. 

The manorandum dated 11-6-59, set forth that there is no information of 
record on which the State Department could make a finding that KOVAL lost 
citizenship of the United States under any of the sub-sections of Section 31*9 (a) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, or under any of the sub-sections 
of Section 1*01 of the Naticnality Act of 191*0, the predecessor law. As KOVAL 
is reported to have informed the Sabassy at Moscow that, "I have been a citizen 
of the USSR since 1932", it is necessary to consider his status in the light of 
the first paragraph of Section 2 of the Act of March 2, 1907, which was in 
effect in 1932. 

This manorandum noted that the file regarding ABRAM BERKO/^COVAl, father 
of the subject, was reviewed and it was found that the application upon >4iich 
a passport was issued to him on 5-1U-22, included the other members of his 
family, including GEORGE KOVAL. From the statements contained on the application, 
and other background information, it was believed that the elder KOVAL was one 
of those many individuals living in the United States who was induced and 
solicited by the Amtorg Trading Corporation to go to the Soviet Union to assist 
that country in its development programs. A large number of these'persons 
immediately took appropriate steps to be recognized as Soviet nationals not only 
for themselves but for members of their families. 

It was pointed out that the Soviet law in force at the time the KOVALS 
went to the Soviet Union provided that if both parents became citizens of "the o 
Soviet Union their children also acquired Soviet citizenship if they had not^/„ 
reached fourteen years of age. For children from the ages of fourteen to 
majority to acquire Soviet citizenship through their parents, the consent of such 
children was required. ‘ w ll'— <?-£' t 

(2‘ — Bureau 

2 - New Tork(65-16756)(RJ4) 

1 - WFO / ' 

WDC: / 
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This memorandum continued that since GEORGE KOVAL was over fourteen years 
of age when he vent to the USSR with his parents, and since it is now reported 
that he has been a citizen of the USSR 3inee 1932, it would appear that his 
acquisition of Soviet citizenship took place through his parents with his consent, 
although this could never be confirmed-even if we desired to do so. 

The information available in the case of GEORGE KOVAL as it now stands 
is insufficient to enable us to request the Embassy at Moscow to prepare a formal 
certificate of expatriation pursuant to the first paragraph of Section 2 of the 
Act of March 2, 1907* On the other hand, KOVAL, is reported to have made an 
admission against interest which would appear to be sufficient to deny him 
recognition as a citizen of the United States until such time as he may present 
himself at the Snbassy at Moscow and sutrait to appropriate interrogation. 

I ~| Legal Division^ Passport Office, advised that a 

special memorandum was being placed in subject's file to the dffect that should 
any additional information come to the attention of the State Department it 
should be referred to the Legal Division* 

In view of the above, no further logical investigation at State suggests 
itself re this matter* The Legal Division has taken special action to see that 
any additional information is brought to its attention; therefore, TrJFDJ does not 
believe it necessary to place a stop with the Passport Office* RUC* 





government 


TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, NEW YORK 

GEORGE^OVAL 

ESP-R 


(65-62911) 

( 65 - 16756 ) 


date 11/24/59 


A,i Re NY letter to Bureau, 11/7/59; WFO letter 

^ to Bureau received at NY, 11/18/59. 

Re WFO letter reported results of a memorandum 
issued by the Chief of the Foreign Adjudications 
Division, Department of State concerning subject’s U.S. 
citizenship status which disclosed the following: 


Information developed to date is insufficient 
to attempt to expatriate subject as a U.S* citizen. It 
was noted that a letter, purportedly written by subject, 
and received at American Embassy, Moscow, USSR, during 
July, 1959, represented an "admission against interest" 
by the subject which was described as apparently 
sufficient to deny him recognition as a citizen of the 
U.S. It was also noted that the latter condition 
would require the subject to appear before State Depart¬ 
ment authorities for interrogation in the event he re¬ 
turns to the U.S. 


Inasmuch as all logical action has been 
taken to effect subject’s expatriation and since as 
outlined in re NY letter all other investigation has 
been completed, this case is being placed in a closed 
status# A lookout notice placed with INS on 10/27/57> 
concerning subject’s return to the U.S. will be main¬ 
tained at this time. C 
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UNITED STATES GOj 
MEMORANDUM 


'jjpMENT 


TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 



DATES 12/20/61 


-.tOA 

lli*") 


O' 


l' 


Captioned cases have been reopened for review 
In the light of experience gain ed concerning Illegal Soviet 
agent operations in the pending I I 

ESP-R" investigations. 


Assuming that both GEORGE KOVAL and[ 


operated as illegal Soviet agents in the US during the early 
1940‘s, it is conceivable that certain of their successful 
techniques of establishing cover would be utilized by 
Soviet illegals currently operating in this country. It 
is possible that a thorough review of the known activities 
of both KOVAL and I I will suggest certain methods of 

logical approaches to the problem of detection of Soviet 
illegals in the US. 
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Of significance witl 
been determined that both the| 

in their possession a Selective Service registration card re¬ 
flecting registration with LB 126, Bronx, NY, the same LB 
at which GEORGE KOVAL registered in 1942 and subsequently 
was processed for entry into the US Army. This clearly 
indicates that the Soviets ufcLLLzed that phase of KOVAL's 

experience to asslst l I subjects to establish 

cover in this country^ It is recalled that GEORGE KOVAL 
returned to the USSR in 1948 and was last known to be em¬ 
ployed at the Mondalov TnstitutAj Moscow, as an instructor 

in 1959. |_Iwhereabouts have been unknown 

since 1943/ when he was last known to be employed and , 

REC-70 

. DEC 32 1961 XT* 

] -- 


1 

1 

1 


-10? 
3 - 







' b7C 

Rh 

M 

9 

M 

PM 

O 

o 

g 

s 

o 

o 


- Baltimore (65- 23841 (RM l 

(2 - 65-2595) fl I) 

- New York (65-17l6l) I 

- New York (65-17812) (METHODS OF DETECTING SOVIET ILLEGAL AGEW5) 

- New York ( 65 - 16756 ; -- 

all Hvijorj * t * t-**—~— 

WCG: dmg. JS r 

(id • ^ 





OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 
5010-104-01 


UNITED ^STATES Q^ERNMENT ' 

Memorandum 

to DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


UV - 


FROM 


SUBJECT GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 


¥ EW YORK ( 65 - 16756 ) 
0 


DATE. 2 / 27/62 


=vs# v ' 



Re MY letter to the Bureau, dated 12/20/61, 
captioned as above. 

A review of captioned cases has disclosed one 
major similarity in backgrounds of GEORGE KOVAL and 
I I believed to have operated as Soviet 

illegal espionage agents in the US during the early 1940's. 
B#th subjects, upon arriving in NYC, were initially 
employed with the Raven Electric Co., operated by 
/ BENJAMIN WCKlASSEMI 

This conclusion ia surmortort hv records of| I 

which reflect initial employment for KOVAL and l I 

at age 29* with the Raven Electric Co., in 1942 and 
1943 respectively. 

In view of LASSEN's apparent status of opera- 
citing a cover company for incoming illegal Soviet agents 
in the US, it is believed that the employment history 
•f each known farmer employee #f the Raven Electric 
Co., which conducted business f rom 1940 to 1950 should 
be determined through | | 

4 - Bureau (65-62911) r, 

(2 - 65-64320) I I f > 

3 - Baltimore (65-2384) 

(1 - 65 - 2595 ) (INFOJ 

1 - New York f65-1716#) \ 

1 - New York (65-17812) (METHODS OF DETECTING SOVIET 
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NY 65 -I 6756 ' 

Pr evious i nvestigation, in the "FARADAY" case, 
has utilized I H to develop employment history of 
several employees of the Raven Electric Co., for whom b 2 

additional checks will not be requested at this time. b7D 

_UACB, Baltimore is requested to review records 

of I I for the following individuals who were employ¬ 

ed with the Raven Electric Co., during the indicated 
period. Normally required background .'of either Social . 

Security Number or date of birth is not available for 
of the employees employed during the 1942-1946 
period. If Baltimore is unable to conduct record check 
by name and former employer only, the NYO will under¬ 
take individual background checks, where appropriate, 
to establish date of birth and/or Social Security Number. 

The requested review is directed at uncovering other 
Soviet agents who may have been employed with the Raven 
Electric Co., through a check of employment history and 
age at which employee applied for Social Security. 

Employee Period Social 

——- ‘ _ Security # Date of Birth 


Feb. 1942 - 

April 19^2 

Feb. 1942 - 
June! 1942 

Mar. 1943 - 
Mar. 1944 


Sept. 1943 - 
December 1943 


Jan. 1944 
Feb. 1945. 



b7C 

Third Party 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GCT»tNMENT 


Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 
SAC, BALTIMORE (65-2384) 


TO 



DATE 4/12/62 


OM 


SUBJECT 


0 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESPIONAGE - R 




1962. 


ESPIONAGE - R 
Re New York letter to Director, dated February 27, 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 
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UNITED STATES G' 


Memorandum 


>uL 


NMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


SAC, NEW YORK (65-16756) 


date: 4/30/62 


GEORGE 

ESP-R 




OVAL 


ESP-R 


ReNYlet to Bureau, 12/20/61. 




As noted in relet, both GEORGE KOVAL and[ 
]are assumed to have operated as Soviet i 


illsgj 


GRU 

agents while in the U.S. during the respective per^rfcls of 
1940-1948 and 1942-1943. I n Edition . BENJAMIN W ^LASSE N, 


who employed both KOVAL and 




at~ his elecl^rT cal firm in 


New York City known as the Raven Electric Comnanv. 


to KOVAL,[ 


In an attempt to ve rify the assumptions with regard 


3 


and to determine the nature of 


their espionage ac tivities in the U.S., Bureau authority is 
requested to brief T I concerning their respective 

backgrounds. In view of informant's knowledge of GRU operations 
in the U.S., both legal and illegal, dating back to the late 
1930's, it appears likely that he would be knowledgeable con¬ 
cerning them. 


In additio n to discussing backgrounds of KOVAL, 

I it is anticipated that photographs of 
£hese subjects will be displayed to him. \yj 


$ 


^-5 -^Bureau (65-629 11)(RM) 
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1 - New York (65-21273) 
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1 - New York (65-16756) 
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KeKYlet 4/30/62 capl; toned as above. 

Bureau authority la granted to uee intonation such 
the nase, plane of eaploynoat and similar background data 
developed through inveatiaatloa in aueatloaimc the inforaant 
concerning Koval,f |£or the purpose of 

developing further information concerning the espionage 
operations of these individuals. 
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SAC, HEW YORK (65-21756) (C) 

UNSUB; Aka (FNU)|_H (phonetic) 

(True Name), OKU Illegal Agent In 
US From About 1938 Until About 1952 - 
-■ tNow Employed at ORU Centre In Moscow 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Re memos of S/T 
and 5/28/52. L 


6/15/62 


]at NY dated 5/18/62 


The Bureau has been previously advised by the above 
memos that the subject of this case is identical to GEORGE 
KOVAL, Bufile 65-62911 i NY 65-16756. 


Captioned case is being closed at NY. Any further 
investigation in this matter will be conducted from the KOVAL 
case file. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


TO: SAC, NEW YORK (65-21756) DATE: 5/18/62 


PROM: 



SUBJECT: UNSUB ; aka (FNU) I I (ph), 

(True Name), GRU Illegal Soviet 
Agent in United States Prom 
About 1938 Until About 1952, 

Now Employed at GRU Centre in 

Moscow 

ESP - R 


f/tjo /} fstSi/ ^ f 
4 ^ 2^ - 


Source 


Date of Contact 
Contacted By 


5/10/62 

sa| 



Characterized An individual who has 

furnished reliable information 
in the past 


Bureau authority is not nece ssary nrior to 
incorporating information furnished by I | into 

communications suitable for dissemination outside the Bureau 
when such information is suitably paraphrased in such a 
manner that the Identity of the source is not jeopardized. 

In the event that eertain _ specific ThTo^mation is of such a 
nature that it should not be disseminated, the decision not 
to disseminate the information should be called to the attention 
of the Bureau on a UACB basis. 


material 


A classific ation 
furnished byl 



of J?o 


Lal^will be adequate for 
particularly when the information 
relates to Soviet nationals and it can be paraphrased. Some 
information furnished by this source, due to its very nature, would 
necessitate a higher classification inasmuch as the disclosure 
of such information to any unauthorized persons could have a 
serious effect upon international relations and on the national 

defense - ^MAY25)%2^° 

1 - NY (65-14743) "- ,c ^ 


COPIES CONTINUED 

T - NY (65-21756) 
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COPIES CONTINUED 
I - NY (100-53709) 
1 - NY (65-16756) 

1 - NY (65-14742) 

1 - NY (65-17161) 

1 - NY (100-79739) 
1 - NY (100-54134) 
1 - NY (100-54133) 
1 - NY (65-21273) 
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NY 65-21756 


It is suggested that information set forth in 
communications suitable for dissemination be set forth in a 
manner similar to or as fellows: 

"T symbol in early 1952 advised that" foliowed 
by a succinct statement reflecting what informant 
furnished abouu a given individual. 

This should not include too much detail which might 
tend to disclose informant as our source. 

If information furnished by informant contained in 
this memorandum is included in communications suitable for 
dissemination, it should be classified NYO recommends 

against dissemination of this information. 


IB - 
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Informant advised that | | had been the "boss" 

of GRU illegal agent \ l and had b een Inst rumental inb7C 

providing him with documentation when| |entered theThird Party- 

United States. b7D J 

Informant was given the name of GEORGE KOVAL and 
advised that KOVAL, born in the United States in 1914, had 
returned to the Soviet Union in the mid 1930's. 
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NY 65-21756 


, KOVAL or someone representing him had been illegally 
sent back to the US and had been employed by the Raven Electric 
Company in NYC. KOVAL acted as an illegal GRU agent from 
19^0-19^8. Informant was further told that KOVAL in the mid 
1940 f s had served in the US Army at various locations including 
Oak Ridge and had also been a student at C CNY followi ng his 
discharge from the Army. The code name of|[was given 
to the informant. 

Informant advised that he vaguely recalled the name b7C 

. GEORGE KOVAL. however, he did not remember the code name b7D 

I I . He associated the name of KOVAL with the afore¬ 

mentioned background information,most specifically due to 
the fact that KOVAL was in the Army, had been assigned to Oak 
Ridge, and had subsequently been a student at what the informant 
believed to be NYU rather than CCNY. Informant, in fact, was 
under the belief that CCNY was NYU. He further stated that 
this person not only attended CCNY as a student, but most 
probably taught there following his graduation. Informan t 
advised that undoubtedly KOVAL is identical with| | based 

on his recollection and knowledge of the above facts. 
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UNITED STATES Gl 


RNMENT 


" W i 

Memorandum 



f 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


,C, NEW YORK (65-16756) 

'O 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - R 


DATE U/:5./62 



jH,li INFOBIUTTON CONTAINER 

herein IS IT-i classified^/ 

E7.CE?i WHERE i 

OTHERWISE . . za 


ESP - R 


ReNYlet to the Bureau. 5/18/62, captioned ' 
"UNSUB; aka (FNU) I l (Ph) (true name), GRU Illegal 

Soviet Agent in US From About 1938 Until About 1952,- 

Now Employed at GRU Centre In Moscow;" NYlet to the 
Bureau, 2 / 27 / 62 , captioned as above. 

Referenced letter reported results of con¬ 
tact with| I on 5/10/62. which r eliably iden¬ 
tified GEORGE KOVAL-and I l as illegal 

GRU Agents in the US during the approximate respective 
periods of 1942-48 and 1941-43. 


On 9/24/62, [ 


identified GEORGE 
!Fhe informant attributed 


KOVAL as an illegal GRU Agent 
the following information concerninff JCDVAT. to one 
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GEORGE KOVAL was born in the US and returned/^''* 
to the USSR with his father during the 1930's. KOVAL 
graduated from the Mendelaev Institute of Technology, 
Moscow, around 1937 > following; which he was offered a 
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position by'the GRU to work for that organization in 
the US as an illegal agent. KOVAL accepted the.assign- ' 
ment and returned to the US before the outbreak ..of . ' , 

World War II. KOVAL served in the US,Array during 
World War II. He was described as a tall. Individual 
•with black hair who wore glasses and who was of Jewish 

nationality./ ' 

¥ * * * 

KOVAL remained in the US until 1948 -or 1949 j ‘. 
when h e returned to the Soviet Union.' According to •, 

I I KOVAL was afraid to work as an. illegal agent • 

whlfe in the US and "did nothing" during his period of 
assignment. The GRU invested a considerable amount ' 
of money to establish KOVAL in the US and received 
nothing from himiin return. 

• - Upon returning to the, Soviet Union, KOVAL 

’made application to join the-faculty .of the Mendelaev. 
Institute of Technology in Moscow. His application . 
was initially declined, but he Was subsequently granted 
a position following a phone call to the Institute’by 
a member of the Central Committee of the CP, who directed 
that KOVAL be placed en the-.faculty staff. KOVAL is 
presently a doctor of science at the Mendelaev Insti- . 
tute of Technology and teaches in the Department of 
. General. Chemical Technology. ’ 

I ' , * „ * , - t 

* * ■* 

’• Information furnished, by source concerning *. 
background of KOVAL generally agrees’with information 
developed during course of investigation concerning him\ 

* Information reflecting KOVAL'was inoperative during 
his assignment in the.US is of significance since it 4 
•had been assumed that his espionage activities were/ in *• 
all probability, related to his tour of duty - with the 
US Army at the. Atomic Installation ,at Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee, 1944 - 45 . .• ’ 1 - „ . 

’ v 1 ‘ 


The cases cone e rning KO VAL' and [ 


O t \.y 
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reopened pending a survey of their'known activities in’ 
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* - . V * 

* S - _ ' * * I ( 

an attempt .to devise logically' approaches to the 
problem of detection of Soviet illegals in the US; ’ 

s ii 

A thorough review of the KOVAL case, which 
included a careful review of employment records of 

all known em ployees of the Ravtfn Electric :ic Company ; • b7C 

furnished bv l I (see referenced NYlet, 2/27/62) 7 

has failed to suggest an illegal agent detection * * * , 

program that could be applied at this time. . , ' , 






NY 65-16756 


'V^‘ ! 




- In view of the above, it is possible'that 
the Soviets made use of identities of other Canadians, 
particularly those of Slavic background, who fought" 
with the Spanish Loyalists: in the Spanish Civil War', 
for the purpose of providing a cover for illegal ’ 
agents in the US. This office has reviewed its files 
in the investigation entitled-"VETERANS OP THE * 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADEj IS - C, " NY. file 100-2545, 
Bufile 100-7060 in an attempt to identify all listed, 
members of the Me Keniie - Papineau Brigade with . 
negative results. ' ’ ” 



y 


Additional investigation concerning this 
matter w ill be Conducted iri the case concerning ! 

I I and no further action will be taken concerning 

GEORGE KOVAL, which case Is being returned to a closed 
status at NY. • . , 

JsifQ&flTPrttOr^ f >c ^ r ^ cX. 
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•: c to Bureau* Z.0/22/C3; Lureau 0-7 
to Now York, I:/:* 3/63. 

• Unclosed for the £ur;ra« are 7 copies of a 
IK! re r locjir.. ^rtlnezft xnfarmatic": developed in tho 
invent;• s ja.;ioj, PZ-.Gi KOVAI, H oe^\ . ^'Iso induced 
are 2 pr'. 1 ; port ^otcgreph- *>.r CLXvlGS XQVAL tailor* during 
aiid *.g? rr? iiXalfctad for pcnitdo xufomu to 


_ If the rut'sau guthorize 3 an interview uittt 

I I concer^irs ccytioued subject, 

tills ctrice Z&Zzll with reccscnendBtlaris made by the 

S wlth regard to discussion of the KOVAL case with 
at the saut? tine* 

In that regard, the IHM Beta forth several 
ae ytlg3 *jE Questions thio office believes should be asked 
of | | regarding KOVAL. 

_;j noted in l*FO letter, KOVAL was described by 

I [ during May 1962 cs being identical with the 


tJ 


illegal tnu cncnt originally described by the informant 
as (MU)r__n a CEKJ Illegal agent In the lfc> from 
about 1933-1952. A rev iew of the information furnished 
tvi I o once mind [prior to his identification 

as 0207*03 KOVAL reflects several pertinent diccrepancles 
in tad ground of 1 ~l as centred with known Information 

concerning KCVAL* The primer;/ discrepancies noted are; 
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1. The surname r I was the Illegal agent's II 

true name. This is contradictory to established fact jl 
that the identity of GEORGE KOVAL was that illegal * 
agent's true identity, 

2. I I dld not serve in the US Armed Forces I 

during WW II. This is contradictory to GEORGE KOVAL'S / 
known military service with the US Army from 1944-1946. / 

3 . I | was last known in 1962 to be employed 

by the GRU at the Centre in Moscow, USSR. This is 
contradictory to KOVAL's known employment as recent as 
1959 as a professor at the Mendelaev Institute of 
Technology in Moscow, USSR. In that connection. Bureau's 
attention is directed to New York letter to Bureau, 

11 / 5 / 62 , in the kovat. ca se which reported Information 
furnished by | | during 9/62 concerning ko val. • 

.whlflh Informalnn the Informant attributed tn nnel 

I This Information 1 

described KOVAL as a failure in his illegal agent activities 
in the US. It is noted that KOVAL obtained employment 
as a professor at the Mendelaev Institute of Technology 
in Moscow, USSR upon his return to the Soviet Union 
only as the result of assistance rendered by a member 
of the Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party. 

If the information furnished by the informant is correct, 
it can be assumed that KOVAL returned to the Soviet 
Union in disgrace and therefore it is highly improbable he 
would have been employed as a GRU official at the Centre 
in Mosc ow, the position whlcn according to 
I I was last known to hold. 1 - 1 

The above information is noted merely to bring 
attentio n to the possible mis-identification of GEORGE 
KOVAL as l I This passible mis-identification 

is conceivable in considerati on of conditions'under 
wllch contact; withwas mairtained. The Bureau 






la well aware of the voluminous information presented 
to that informant during a comparative brief period for 
identification and the possibility does exist that the 
identity in question may have been confused by the 
Informant. 


J±4 S office does not contemplate re-opening 


theQ_lease unless so advised by the Bureau after 

.the Bureau considers the above noted obse rvations and 
results of the proposed re-interview with | | 

To summarize. the MYG believes an interview with 


concerning£ 


] and KOVAL andj 


C 


m 


_ _ _could 

possibly be productive in clarifying the 

nf* the* Irrjpfrjn agardia r^nnnAntftrl vr\ fihl 

Ft 




t: 1 9 nnf. r,P" 

.levect that r 

1 

concarningC 


l 


] 


nf Information 
l KOVAL 


fu rnished b y . _, _ _ 

or | I properly concealed, to| |would jeopardize 

that highly confidential source. 


3 


The cco nfidentia 1 source mentioned in the LHM 
The LHM is classified "Confidential" 


isd_ _ 

to protect the highly confidential source £ 
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/n Jtepfy, P/ease Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF'TUSTICE 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York CONFIDENTIAL 

January 2, 1964 


George Koval 
Espionage - R 

Extensive investigation has developed the 
following pertinent information corcerning George Koval 
who has been identified by a confidential source as a 
Soviet GRU (Intelligence Service of the Red Army) illegal 
agent who operated in the United States fron approximately 
1938-1948, * 

George Koval was born in Sioux City, Iona, on 
Deceuiber 25, 1914. His father and mother, Ethel and 
* Abram^Toval, both natives of Pinsk, Russia, immigrated 

to the United States during 1910. In addition to Georg e ^ i 
Koval, the Kovals had tuo other s ons. Isaiah and Gabrier^dT^i^-' 

, froth bom in SiPUS City, Iowa, on l l and 

I_I respectively. ^Kou^j b' 

Records of the Passport Office, Department of 
State, reflect that Abram Koval, who had been naturalized 
as a United States citizen on September 8, 1919, was 
issued a passport on May 14, 1932, for travel with 
his family to England . Poland o r Russia. Investigation 
in Sioux City, Iowa, established the^aporoximate date 
of the departure of the Koval family from the United 
States as during May, 1932. The reason for the 
departure was reoorted as Abram Koval's desire to return 
to the Biro-Bidjan Region in Russia to participate in 
a Russian program of Jewish resettlement in that area. 

The exact date of George Koval's return to the United 
States is not known. The first verified record of his 
presence in the United States was the payroll records 
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George Koval 

of the Raven Electric Company, a New York City electrical 
firm owned and operated by Benjamin N. Lassen. The 
payroll records on file at Albany, New York, reflected 
George Koval was employed as a counterman witn the Raven 
Electric Company, from January 1942 until his induction 
into the United States Army in February, 1943. The 
Raven Electric Company was owned and operated by Benjamin 
W. Lassen in New York City from 1940 until Lassen's 
sudden departure from the United States to Poland in 
1950. 


Following Koval's induction into the United 
States Army, he qualified for specialized training 
at the College of the City of New York (CCNY) which 
resulted in his assignment during 1944 to the Manhattan 
Engineering Project at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. His 
military service consisted of tours at the atomic 
installations at Oak Ridge and Dayton, Ohio, vfhere 
he reportedly had access to information 

concerning the development of the atomic bomb. 
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George Koval 

Following his honorable discharge from the United 
States Army in 1946, Koval enrolled at CCNY where he was 
awarded a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering degree in 
1948. 


The files of the Passport Office, Department 
of State, reflect that Koval was issued a passport on 
March 15, 1948 for proposed travel to France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, and Poland as a representative of the Atlas 
Trading Corporation, New York City. 

Departure Manifest records of the "SS America" 
reflected that Koval departed the United States at 
New York City on October 6, 1948 destined for Le Hatfre, 
France. ^ . 


Information furnished during 1958 by'Harry 
and GoldiWkursh teJ-., uncle and aunt of George Koval, 
disclosed that George Koval was in the Soviet Union at 
time of a visit by the Gurshtels to that country in 
1938. A letter received by the Gurshtels from Koval's 
father,Abram Koval, during 1958 disclosed that George 
Koval was at that time employed as a professor at the 
Mendelaev Institute of Technology in Moscow, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). This employment 
was subsequently verified by the United States Embassy 
in Moscow, USSR. 


the 


0 , ■ 


._In. connection with proposed Interview of 

| | it is req ueste d that a photograph of George 

Koval t>e displayed to | | to determin e if K oval is one 
of the Illegal GRU agents reported by I l in 1942 to 

be dispatched to the United States. It is no ted t hat 
a photograph of Koval was previously shown to | l in 
1954. At that time, however, background information 
concerning Koval had not been developed and the possibility 
ex ists that the photograph of Koval will be more meaningful 
to I I when displayed in connection with discussion of 

Koval's case history reported herein. 
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George Koval 


In addition, the general possibility that George 
Koval was a replacement for th e illegal agent r |— \ 

should be discus sed y ith | | It is recalled that ! I 

was described by I l as the true name for a Soviet GRU 
agent recruited in 1940 for suhsoquont disnatch to the 
United Stat es where he would report to | 
mentation, | | was described as being 

electrical engineer and as being instrurreniai-JJ! recr 
the illegal agent known by the code name | | The 

known comparison between inf ormation developed concerning 
George Koval with[| is their mutual background as 
graduate electri cal e ngineer’s. Thg_oossibility seems to 
exist that since | Idefected i n i I shortly after the 
planned oneration p i I |, the Soviets mav have 

replaced 

°n 


3 1 to 
|for docu- 
a graduate 

recruiting 
only 


f with another individual in consideration 
familiarity with that intelligence mission. This 


discussion could possibly shed so me lig ht on the numerous 
unkno^ subject cases reported by | | ex tensive investi¬ 

gation in most of which failed to resolve^^^^^information. 


George Koval is described as follows: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 
Marital Status 
Occupation 
United States Army 
Serial Number 
Social Security Number 
Last Known Residence 

Distinguishing 

characteristics 


George Koval 

Male 

ifhite 

December 25, 1914, 
Sioux City, Iowa 
5’ 11 1/2" 

170 lbs. 

Medium 

Brown 

3rown 

Medium-dark 

Single 

Electrical engineer 

32790994 

052-18-0975 

2004 Valentine Avenue, 
Bronx, New York (1948) 

Pock-marked face as a 
result of an acne con¬ 
dition, wears glasses 
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DEQSCsPOIl, FBI (65-54320) X/2>/64 

SAC, lIESf YOKE (65-17161) 
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iS3i- - H TT^P^iT/iL 

Ho UY letter and HE! to Bureau oral MFO dated 1/2/64, 
Bulct to Hy dated 1/22/64, 


EcEuic t instru cted Hy to delete indorsation con¬ 
cerns ng the pamo | | In referenced KY LIE-I, 

Enclosed dor the Bureau and UFO are eight copies 
and one copy, respectively, qd anended pages two and dour 
replacing pages two, dour and dive of i>JY LHH. 
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3/19/64 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-64320) 
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SAC, NEW YORK (65~17l6l) (C) 


ESP-R 




and letterhead me morandum (LHM) to 


Re WFO le tter and letterhead mema_ 

Bureau,10/22/63 and I lletter to Bureau,| | 



ytr- Ofi-A rvnc TTTTJ zzsasqzxzr 

_Since the only investigation pending in this 


mAf.1-.ftn \1 I 

I _ll thls case is being returned to a closed 

status^at New York, Any information developed concerning 
GEORGE-KOVAL will be handled in the KOVAL investigation. 
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ALL INFORMMTOW CONTAINED 
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OTBK^WISE 


'3*-Bureau (RM) 

‘‘1-Washington Field (65-7396) (Info) (RM) 
1-New York (65-16756) (GEORGE KOVAL) 
1-New York 
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/ MAT 1962 COITION 

CIA CEN REG NO 27 


NMENT 


TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GO 

Memorandum 


Mr. D. J. Brennan, Jr 


S. J. Papich 

& 

subject GEORGE KOVAL 
IS - R 




J Agent on 


/ 


DATE 5/6/64 



] furnished the following to the Liaison 



I— 


1 , bl 

1_ 


-Jl {§) fi++ 

tfo ’-ot *' d j 


ACTION: 


QZ-aiiiffCjcl pe.-"' 06 A IfoTD 4,*olO- o/ 


SPi ST**]C (o . JLS o 


The above information is being directed to the attention of 
the Soviet Section. 

I 


1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. Papich 

SJP:mll 
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SAC, New York (65-16756) 
Director, FBI (65-62939-^^0 

REC-JUZ ' 

GEORGE KOVAL 
ESP - B 


5-16-64 


EeNYlet 3-19-64 captioned^ 
J Espionage - Russia." 


advised the Bureau 


For the informtlon of the New York Office J 
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1 - *F0 (65-7396) 
1 . 65-64320)1 
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Airtel 


SJK?B$T 

ABIC, New York (63-16756) 
SAC, Albany 
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3/2/78 


Fron: 


grec 
GEOSGE KOVAL 

* a 


tor, FBI (65-82911) 


^eo£oia4/aO is <L.Usst£/zx/ 
/C ^ 4-cio^y 


Enc, 

CIA ananranl 


art 


fog Albany and Itew York An one copy each of 



[/would be willing to discus* she Incident ; wJ 
Tative. ^ 


ita an 

III rop; 

'l indicates it is 
H im identical wita iaMaet, r Bor Informat Ion 
Albany, subject is bellowed to bare been a Soviet GHU illegal 
who operated in the V. S. iron approximately 1938 to 1948. 
Initially, Koval was employed by the Bowen Electric Company, a 
Vlfcw York City electrical firmj I 

” I la 1943, he was inducted into the— 

U, S. Ar*y. After specialized training, be wee assigned to the 
Manhattan Engineering Project, Oak Bldge, Tennessee, there ho 
reportedly had access to ^^pisecret^information concerning 
the development of the atomic bosh. Following his discharge, 
Koval obtained a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering 
at the City College of Hew York. He departed the 8. S. in 1948 
for Europe. In 1959, he was employed at the Mendeleev Institute 

mss,. <p\ 


of Technology in Moscow, 


HBWrkem 
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lirtvl to SAC, Albany and ASIC, Saw York 
Bo: Ossrgo Koval 

85*62911 Jo 6*o £2 -AsSi f/cV pt*- 

^BS«s?wr o (.^-sL 


__Jowls 

mil reasoi 

Mo York, since it oso the off ice of origin la captioned natter. 


IBIS) believes further Interview 
be advantageous both fee historical sad opera 


iH f _ 1 * 

rational re&eoua. 


should therefore select its most knowledgeable and experienced 
Special Agent (Sft) in FCI natters to conduct the interview. The 
interviewing 81 should not only be intlaately fan!liar with 
captioned natter but with illegal natt ers generally. In add ition, 
ha should ha mnwiMirt with mwawd ta I 


hnay nave 

difficulty with Sngliah or desire not to be interviewed in the 
ShgUsh language, Saw York should also dasignato a nature, 
experienced Bosnian translator to assist with the Interview. 


Sew York Is reminded that our leads to Eeval stesnad 
fro* a sensitive source who a hoc Id sot be alluded to during the 
course of the interview. (&3 \ 


Jdt 


l 


_ _ Albany whan i d arrange wit 

I I an agreeable date for interview and should 

then so advise mew lorn. The lew York SAa are authorised to travel^ 
for the Interview and additional authorisation is not required, (w 


bi 
to 3 


[ 


Albany anrt Saw Tnrl note f 
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NOTE : 

Subject, according to our l~~ 
who operated In the U. S. between 1938-19 

Aray in World War 11, Koval van employed by the Manhattan Project, 
Oak Bldge, Tennessee, where he reportedly had access to atomic bomb 
Inf or sat ion. I_I 


s3? 


source, was a GRU Illegal 
While in the U. S. t>2 


natter by the Bureau. Above authorizes New York, which was office 
of origin, to have two experien ced and knowledgeable Agents (one 
a Russian s translator) travel to ] 

I F ior interview. Due to our mninun Knowledge ox illegal 

activities, it is felt the 8 £€ 8 S?iew Is justified for historical 
and operational reasons. QSQ 
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ADIC, NEW YORK 
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SUBJEC: 

GEORGE kOVAL 



ESP-R 



ReBuairtel to 

NY, 



lator[ 


I 


l and trans- 

J, will arrive at the Resident Agency, Rutland, 


Vermont, at 9:00 a.m., 4/19/78, for conferen ce and consultation 
prior to proceeding to schedulerinterview of | ~ 
at 1:30 p.m. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


FROMr^f SAC, ALBANY (65-3021) (P) 

SUBJECT: GEORGE ^OVAL 


SUBJECT: GEORGE ifoVAL 

ESP - R 





Re Bureau airtel to New York dated 3/2/78. 

,_On 3/23/78. contact was established with 

I On 3/24/78, 

I suggested an appointment with him at his 
residence for purpose of interview on April 19, 1978, 
at 1:30 P.M. Th is appointment is firm barrin g unforeseen 
circumstances by l I understands 

that the interview will be conducted b v an FBI interpreter 
and two Special Agents. I l did not indicate 

whether his interpreter would be present or not; however, 
she is away and her return to Vermont is not expected until 
late March or early April 1978. 

12-rBureau (PM) } 

2-New York (65-16756) (RM) Virfss***' 

2-Albany 
EFC: sa;j 
( 6 ) 
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NEW YORK (65-1675 6) (IMMEDIATE) 

BT / 

SE X T 

GEORGE KOVAL} t-SP-R. 

RE ALBANY AIR TEL TO BUREAU, MARCH 29, 19 78 AND TELCaLLS 
TO NEW YORK SUPERVISOR | 



] APRIL 10 AND 11, 1978. 


ON APRIL 10, 19 78,/C 

Bfc= 


personal SECRETARY 


AND TRANSLATOR 


3 


CONTACTED ALBANY 


A 


FBI RE DETAILS OF PROPOSED INTERVIEW ON APRIL 19, 1978. SHE 
WAS UNAVAILABLE WHEN INITIAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE AND DESIRED 
TO KNOW WHETHER FBI TRANSLATOR WAS NECESSARY AND HOW MANY 
PERSONS INVOLVED. SHE WAS ADVISED THREE, FQJ. EMPjLQ 


^INCLUDING ONE TRANSLATOR 


SHE WAS ADVISED THREE. FBJ. 

,_ ^“AP.^.nvqlved 4nti 


>NECESSITY OF SITUATION EXPLAINED TO HER, I.E. THOROUGH 
BACKGROUND, PRECONSIDERATION OF PHRASING OF QUESTIONS IN 


THE INTERVIEW. 

s ® apr i4 m 


y' RUSSIAN LANGUA6E, ETC. SHE ADVIsS^F 



ID NOT 


WANT MANY PEOPLE BUT WOULD EXPLAIN SITUATION TO Hlj^. 


AI* INFORMATION OOKTAIBBD 
HBRsrs :s u::-r, ^SIPIS) . 
-rfoajj 

O^USSJISS A - ^ 
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^ 5VMAY4JW978 - . 
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ADVISEDI 


ON APRIL 11, 1978, SHE RECONTACTED ALBANY OFFICE AND 

VS) 


^joNLY WANTED ONE PERSON TO CONDUCT 


Vs 


I 


INTERVIEW AND THAT HE WAS ADAMANT IN THAT POSITION. SHE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS PLACED THE BUREAU IN A DIFFICULT 
SITUATION AND ATTRIBUTED HIS VIEW TO HIS NOT THOROUGHLY 
UNDERSTANDING INITIAL ARRANGEMENTS BECAUSE OF LANGUAGE 
^DIFFICULTY. SUBSTANTIAL CONVERSATION OCCURRED WITH 

^CONCERNING THE DIFFICULTY THIS IMPOSED UPON 


1 


BUREAU IN CONDUCTING A (MEANINGFUL INTERVIEW AND SHE SAID 
SHE WOULD BRING THIS TO HIS ATTENTION. 

CONTINUED NEGOTIATION OF THIS MATTER THROUGH ^ 

BY THE ALBANY OFFICE APPEARS TO BE FRUITLESS IN THaT SHE DOES 
NOT APPEAR TO BE A SYMPATHETIC ADVOCATE. 

NEW YORK KNOWS BEST THE COMPLEXITY OF THE TOPIC AND THE 
NECESSITY FOR TWO SPECIAL AGENTS AND IT APPEARS WITHOUT 

QUESTION THAT THE PRESENCE OF A BUREAU TRANSLATOR IS ESSENTIAL. 

OtE> s S if O&Q DTD 4-«30-0) 
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TO NEW YORK (65-16756) IMMEDIATE 
ALBANY (65-3021) IMMEDIATE 

0/0 /<$ 

bt . Cfass/fitA per 
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GEORGE KOVAL; ESP - R. 


REALTEI, APRIL 12, 1978, COPY TO NEW YORK. 
IN VIEW 


1. Ai J KJU 
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W OFjL 
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ADAMANT REFUSAL TO BE 
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INTERVIEWED BY TWO SPECIAL AGENTS AND AN INTERPRETER, FBIHQ 
FEELS THAT POSITION SHOULD NOT BE PUSHED FURTHER. THIS OPINION 
IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT THE FBI HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY HAD ACCESS 


bl 


C 




OUR INITIAL INTERVIEW MAY DETERMINE THE 


/0 


COURSE OF FURTHER CONTACTS WITH HIM. FURTHER, SINCE THIS MATTER^ 
IS PRIMARILY OF HISTORICAL INTEREST, IT IS NOT FELT IT SHOULD 


I 


- w-y 

H 

O 

SPECIAL AGENTl 

_ 1 


] OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE IS 


THEREFORE DIRECTED TO CONDUCT THE INTERVIEW. HE SHOULD FAMILIAR- 


Dir 


IZE HIMSELF WITH CAPTIONED MATTER PAYING PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO 
THE GUIDELINES SET FORTH IN BUREAU AIRTEL OF MARCH 2, 1978. ^ 
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HOTS: 


S^RET 


Subject, according to ourI I source, was a 

0. S. between 1938-1948. While 


GfiO illegal who operated in the 
in the U. S. Army in World War II, Koval was employed by the 
Kanhatfen Project, Oak Bidge, Tennessee, where he reportedly 

htlfl feppotic + ^ -4 nn wa! of Itra +A 4 Ka sinml ^ Wsmh 
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_Jwould be amenable to an interview on this 

matter by the Bureau. Originall y, two Agents, and an inter¬ 
preter were scheduled. However, h fhas indicated 
he will only be htervlewed by one Agent. Abo ve authorizes a 
Hew York Agent fluent in Russian to interview /! P fa) 

since this matter d>es not necessarily warrant two Agents and 
because this is our initial interview with him. Clae»ir£itfd 

by-S OOfr r X0D S~3Tantr~ 0, Indefinite.- 
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UNITED STATES (^RNMfcNT 

— memorandum 


ADIC, NEW YORK (65-16756) (P) 

liSoRGE^OVAL 
/BSP - R 

DIRECTOR, FBI (65-62911) 


( \J ReBuairtel to NY, 3 / 2 / 78 ; ALairtel to Bureau, 

3/29/78; NYairtel to Bureau* 4/5/78; ALteletype to Bureau, 
4/12/78; Bureau teletype to NY, 4/13/78. (U) 

Enclosed herewith is an original and five coulee 
of4e&4SM, dated and captioned as above. (U) 

One copy of this communication la being sent to 
Albany for in formation so thi>v ma y have a record of the 
'contacts wltbil BTor future 

reference.. TS5”T- r. . '- Tpl® 


rv Vw.i VW 

^ refer 



'0SS£_ 


3 S wining to discuss tne incident witn an r 
o if this would be of any assistance". £$$ 

Vr 


Jjwould be 
representative 


‘ J - x 

5 \ 

O § 

I-h i-m y> - 

CM f ' 

|^3 

so 


>nly one person to conduct the Interview. 



Classified-^ f !975 

Exempt^from Categories 2 4 3 

Date of \Deda fegfrflcatlon INDEFINITE 
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^2-Bureau (Ends. 6 ) (EMS) / / «*-48 ». ■—- 

-Albany (65-3021) (Enel, /l) (INFO) (RM) ***/ 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan . * 
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&Y 1^16756 


^fejf. 



upon entering the compound. I I greeted 

the interviewing agent and escorted him to the chalet/study 
where she made appropriate introductions. the interview 
was rr>nfhi^t-ay »wfr* relv in the Russian language and in the 
praence of | | (U) 

After the preliminary introduction*, I 
inquired a* to the purpose of this interview. Be wae 
advised it concerned the telephon e conversation mentioned 

1 purpo rtedly between 

I which occurred in 

December, 1949, but* in fact, involved an unknown individual 
who called the American Embassy in Moscow and mentioned a 
(FNU) KOVAL and atomic information. (p&K 

I I inquired rather surprisedly as to bow 

the interviewing agent knew about this matter. It was 
explained that the interviewing agent wae instructed by his 
superio rs to ag nartnin the complete facts regrding this 
matter. I I appeared very reluctant to converse 

on this topic and inquired why should he explain the 


and conta 


nformatlon. 


It should be no 



e veracity o 


s previous statement 
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c> 


to the voi ce identificat ion incident. Throughout the 
interview.I Iacted as if the Bureau was trying 


secrecy.Although strict confidentiality was explained to 
him# he advised he preferred this interview not to be 
made a matter of record because the Senate Select Committee 
could easily obtain this information and he did not want 
to be associated in any way with the FBI. When asked if 
he had ever been interviewed by American Intelligence 
before, he replied he never had and this was the first 
interview by a representative of American Intelligence. 

He also requested that no notes he taken during the 
interview. (3^ 

Since I I kept referring to the fact 

that all the details pertaining to th e KOVAL identification 
Will i f it was inquired 

whether an interview could be arrang ed at some future 
date after| I He advised it would 

not be necessary since all the tacts will be in this 
version. 


_Although the interview lasted one hour and 

I I did answer certain questions, it was felt 

that he would have been more talka tive and agreeable if 
the topic was other than one which | | 

to the world. When as ked if he has personal fear o f 
retaliation bv the KSbI 

I , laaviaed 

he will accept that responsibility as a| rs* 

X 

I I appears to be an eccentric, very 

intelligent individual with a tremendous ego. During an 
interview, it is difficult to draw information frost him 
since he seams to prefer listening to answering questions. 
When he replies, it is not direct but as if speaking from 
a lectern. ($$ 


It is noted that ! U pproaclmately 

60 years old, was quite friendly and helpful. She was 
present during the interview but did not participate since 
it was conducted ent irely in the Rus sian language. She 
later apologised for | | lack of cooperation and 

advised the interviewing agent that he should contact her in 
the future if eh* onuia b* of aaslBtanoe. She furnished her 
telephone number: | | (?s ) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE s 



The interviewing agent was Sa[ 


] (U) 




It should be noted that while I I was 

not sure of the (exact time of the call^the approximate 
time reference would seem to be corretTtr^It will be 
recalled that GEORGE KOVAL departed the OS on 10/6/48, 
and his departure at this time did not seem to be based 
on any obvi ous reason or occurrence . The operation of 
running the I |was continued on by 

I I until he left the US on 12/16/50, and, 

in fact, his wife conducted the phasing out of the operation 
and she did not leave until March of 1951. 

It could, therefore, be logic^^y deduced at 
this time that if, in fact, [such a callpwere made the 
“ V N Soviets might have used the information &n the telephone 
:£>Lcalif to warn GEORGE KOVAL thereby precipitating h is 
v flight. (According to the best of I I 

recollecti onff^tnere does no t seem to have been any xdetails 
concerning ! j |in the telephone caljjand thus 

there would have been no necessity for him to abort his 
role in the operation at this time. £$3 

It is felt that if, in fact/Jfsuch a call were^^-.. 
received/at the American Embassy in Moscow |tf the call^Kh-'^N 
were not recorded the information contained*in it should^ 
have at least been made a matter of record. OS') 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 
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In Kepty, Float* R*f*r w 
File No. 



UMTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

federal bureau of investigation SEC T 

New York/ New York 
May 4, 1978 

George Koval 


On April 19, 1978/1 | 

was interviewed in the Russian language by a special 
Agent (SA) of the 

in the presence of| 1 

wl. ' - 1 


individuals. To the best of his recollection, 
ascertained this information about 1949-1950. 

The contents of the telephone call were several 
sentences in the Russian language warning the Embassy 
that Georgi (George) Koval, a Soviet Agent or a 
Agent (could not recall which terra used), will receive 
'ge$j£§t^m|tfrial on the atom bomb in a radio store. He 
■doulaho-iy ibsca 11 any oth^r details regarding the contents 
of this t-Ai.aphone call. (S.)^ 

I 1 advised that the personreceiving 

this call at the American Embassy apparently did not 
adequately understand the Russian language and, in fact, 
instructed the caller to repeat this information to the 
Canadian Embassy. (X) 
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Classifi^/By #1975 

Exempt from gds, Categories 2 & 3 

Date of Declassification INDEFINITE 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be disseminated outside your agency. 
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Se^et 

To: ADIC, New York (65-16756) 
From: Director, FBI (65-62911) 


5/16/78 


GEORCl/iofVAL 

ESP-B 


cSTSP+'Sr 0 pe^ 

2®?*^ °TO fe-«3Cr~01 

SP34itr/c^L G-A^-osc 

Bearlet dated 5/4/78, 


& 


FBIHQ recogni zes the problems encountered by New York 

in Its recent int erview I _I 

0 ) | and appreciates the detailed background inior- 

tion whicn you provided in referenced letter. In regarft. to ^ \ 

"the American Embassy. Moscow, USSR,I 
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NOTE; 






*'*£32-urn 

Subject, according to oar | 
illegal who operated in the U, S. between 
the U, S, Army in World War II, Koval was employed by the 
Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge, Tnnnpgpfto- *ip> ronm-tpHU 

had access to atomic bomb informatioii$Jn_ 


source, was a GRU 
938-1948. While in 


on a 
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Mr. W. A. Braaigan 
J. E. ttoian 


2/27/74 
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If Information from£ 


w 




_ _ _ furnished 

to the field, the above cautions must be set forth and a copy 
of your outgoing communication should be designated for 
Bureau file 105-18153.1 / 


ACTION: 


None. For information. 
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100-343077 ^ 

fJ L > 65-62911 (George K oval ) _ 

1 - 05-67371 (Tfa^Th- flmr 
1 -(105-18153 [|_ M 
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.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


ROUTE 11% ENVELOPE 


TO: 

PROM: 


SAC (65-21273) 


SA 


(#33) 


SUBJECT: | I 

ESP - K 


DATE: [ 



£T- / 6-6-A 


Reference: NY airt.pl—cautioned 

dated|_| 

Source: I I 


Date of Contact. |_| 

Contacted By: SA | 

Characterization: A confidential informant 

who has furnished reliable 
information in the past 


1-NY (105-7159) 
1-NY ( 65 - 15896 ) 
1-NY (65-14635-A2) 
1 -NY ( 65 - 16756 ) 
1 -NY (65-21847) 


1-NY (105-32597) 

1-NY (65-21168) 
1-NY (65-21273) 


1-Bu (105-25436)1 
1-Bu (65-60531) 

1-Bu (65-56847) (SIS-GRU) 

/<>. o> 

QBu (65-62911) ( GEORGE KOVAL) 


1-Bu (65-67426) (UNSUB 3 Soviet Agent, 

an American Pri p.nti 
of I 


1-Bu (105-73453) 

1-Bu ( 65 - 67298 ) 
1-Bu (105-18153) 



JPK:dbr 
(16) 


SlY. 1NPOR2JTA-TXOTT hoi^AE-IED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAB3IT”' ~ 



us-Lz^fl- 

NOT recorded 

133 M^Y 12 1966 


f-j?/ 

57MAY171966 
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._.rttsn incorporating information furnished by 

I l into coi munications suitable for dissemination 

outside the Bureau, Bureau authority is not necessary 
when the information can be paraphrased so that the 
identity of the informant is not jeopardized. /hen certain 
specific information is of sucn a nature as to prohibit 
dissemination, the bureau should be advised of the basis 
for non-dissemination. 

Certain information furnished bv l I will 

be of such a nature as to necessitate a classification 
above "Confidential”, since tha disclosure of this infor¬ 
mation to unauthorized persons could have a detrimental 
effect upon international relations arid the national 
defense. In all oxher instances, a classification of 
"Confidential" will be adequate if the information relates 
to Soviet nationals and can be adequately paraphrased. 

_ 1J hen dissaminatnp information received from 

I I, no reference should be made to the time (date, 

month or year) the infer.ation was received. This should 
be set forth administratively. 

Suitable paraphrasing of the information to be 
disseminated, plus concealment of the time of its receipt, 
will materially assist in concealinr the identity of the 
source. 


If the attached memorandum sets forth a Soviet’s 
GRU code nar.e, no further dissemination of that code name 
should be made. Such information is of no investigative 
value and its indiscriminate and unwarranted nisuse could 
endanger the informant’s sensitive position. 

Tw VIE ’ OF Ti-£ fcICLLY S L- SITIVE POSITION OF 
I UST i3L ExEPClSZP IJ HANDLING 

ANY INFORHA'ilO.; A'iTRIEUILD TO TiilS SOU^Cfc. Abjj aO ACTION 

TAKLli OT! CouLi) cbiiCEtvSIItf - ' Ju5MRDi2t ThE” ^ecupity of 
TIT INFOR^AuT Ch REPEAL hIS iDZuTlTY. 
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I then asked the subject if he recalls l 
the Agent whom he had told us about who operated several Agents 
In the US Department of State„ including one who is allegedly 
an| T I asked the s ubject 

if any additional attempts had been made to reactivate ! | 

The subject said no, not during his stay in the New York 
"Direction", 


I asked the subject if the GRU have any plans to review 
files of old Agents in order to determine whether or not they 
should be reactivated. 

The subject said that there is a new theory in the 
GRU that it is useless to reactivate old Agents. He said that 
they came to this conclusion because most of the old Agents now 
are either too old, under some kind of suspicion for something 
or other, or most of them have lost their possibilities. He 
said in about 1956, the GRU had made "big moves" to reactivate 
a lot of old Agents and that this program was probably in effect 
until 1961. He said, however, in both New York and Washington, 
D.C., that all of these attempts turned out to be failures. He 
said that this led to the conclusion that this was a useless 
situation. 


one 


f 


The subject then said, however, that he does recall 
Id A .gent whom they did reactivate and that is the "man who 


is a 
He said that[ 


ies 


_]had been recontacted in the United S 

and subsequently reactivated. Subj ect then stated that f 

| H who is now work ing 

He said that |_ 


years ago, had been in contact with 


] 


in Moscow at the Academy of Sciences. 


_|has 


written several books and has had recent contact with Americans 
who come to Moscow who are interested in the Academy of Sciences 


I asked the subject if he had any current information 
in regard to the " UNSUB; Soviet Agent, an Amer ican Frien d of 
I I who furnished information to ! I on 

chemical forumulas pertaining to poisonous gases. 

The subject said that he had never heard the name 
of this person. He said he did hear that the formulas that were 
sent to | I by this person were subsequently sent to Moscow 






t 
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and special studies were conducted with them. He said he heard 
that these analyses indicated that these forumlas were not 
important. He said that he knows that th is man wa s never developed 
by the GRU and probably his contacts with l I were "his first 

and last meeting w ith the Sovi ets 1 '. The subject said that 
probably after the | I operation, the Soviets "quit on 

this man’ 1 . 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
I-IEMORANDUM 


WiL'fJl 


DATE: 12/11/61; 



He NY letter 11/3/64, and Bulet 11/23/64^) 








[ 


NYf65-158967u 

C. INFORMATION FURNISHED Hi! 
_ In August. 1Q6^.[ 




] 


ladvised that a 
pr a GRU agent. This 


profe ssor had visited Bulgaria in August of 1962, and 
knows | | U 

As previously noted, 

5/25/62, en route to Europe, 
either September or October 


noted, I 

1961 trip to EuropeX 

M A ■ _ ■ 


offices in Bulgaria •17 


departed the US on 
He returned to NYC in 
1962. Also, as p reviously 
advised that durin g! I 

visited various government 


(FNU) |" 


] 


whose 

agent 


In March, 1962.f 
true name was I 
(GRU) in the US from about 19 ^3. until about 1952. 


"l advised that a Soviet, 
j had operated as an illegal 


According to the informant,^ 


UliU-LX OUUUb • 

]was then (1962) employed 
where he t<ras considered to be 
The informant did 


in the GRU Center in Moscow, 
an expert o n illegal agent a ctivities, 
no t know of I I utilized while serving in the 

us f . ] .ft 

Also in 1962, the inform ant advise d that another 


GRU illegal 
hf>gg ! ' 


laj 

witfr the code name ofQ_ 

and had been I nstrumen tal in providing 


with documentation when 


l nstrnhif-n 

n l I 


f 


had been 'the 


first entered the US. 


between 1940 and 1950, at whichi,time he left the US. f 


In May, 1962,1 

^hesitation a^ri ^oto of GEORGE KOVAL[ 


] 
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GEORGE KOVAL 



Investigation into the background and activities 
of GEORGE KOVAL uas initiated by the Bureau in September, 
1954, due to KOVAL’s employment at the Raven Electronic 
Company, NYC, during the period 1939 - 1943. It was 
determined that KOVAL departed the US in 1948, reportedly 
to conduct business as the European sales representative 
of the Atlas Trading Corporation. No information was 
developed as tc whether .KOVAL ever returned to the US 
subsequent to 1348. $ tlA)* 


_. At no point during the KOVAL investigation was 

I name uncovered. However, it is noted that KOVAL 
entered CCNY on 9/5/46, and graduated cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Electronics Engineering Degree on 2/1/48, 

l in early 1947, t^hile in California stated that he 
was travelling to NYC by auto and p lanned to take a 

fae-t an 

|on a part- 

time oasis, rrom September, iy4Y until at least February, 
1953. 


During the KOVAL Investigation, his friends, 
acquaintances, college instructors, and several students 
who were at CCNY with KOVAL during the period 1946 - 1948, 
were interviewed. As men tioned q hove. no information was 


developed that would l?r.l: 


|ioned | 


tc KOVAL. 




Comment 
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wI^rTZ 

the kn 


JL_Ac-, noted above, I H unhesitantlv 

| GEORGE KOVAL I I 

] However, various dis££££ 2 Lcies between 


.^crepan| 


were noted. 


sted here, since 


own background of KOVAL and| 

These discrepancies are not b eing lis i 
as far as KOVAL is related to l I they become 

acade mic. As far as the informant is concerned, 

KOVAl f I In August, 1963 , when he would have 

been in a more adva ntageous position to determine if 
I I had been erroneous he did not so 

I ftflYisg, He made no ameni iiirent^r correction to his 

4. It is noted with in terest that the only two 
known Soviet contact s of I [ have been illegal agents, 

I I This mav gj 

hypothesis thaq 
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may give some basis for a working 
intelligence assignment is in 


connection with the support or control) of illegal agents. Shi 


randum. 

that L 
1955. 


h 


5. 


It 
mment 
Iwas 


is recal led that 
number 1 
not in contact 

the 


fjonr.act: | 


reviously in this memo- 
the opinion was offered 
the Sovi ets in Aug ust, 
information, I l last 


c prc 
tt 

iJIth 


According to 

address known to the Soviets v»as in California, thus indicat¬ 
ing tha t | | was inactive between 1946 - August, 1955. 

I m aintained permanent residence and emplovme : 

from late 1947 until !rn^ present time. If I I 


employme nt in NYC 


iiV present time, il l | was working 

with KOVAL during the s.i i'iod 1Q47 - 1948 (KOVAL departed the 
US in 1948) why was crly[ 11946 address known to the 


Soviets? The following explanations are offered: %iy) 
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(a) The Soviets were aware of 



address in WVf! but furnished raise 
information to| |to test his 

reliability. 

(b) I ~l ' knowing I I predated 19^6 and 

did not come about because of their con- 
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